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At our Fall Conference in Muskegon on October 4-5, 2019, Creating a Hopeful
Learning Organization will be our focus. Key to Creating Hopeful Learning
Environments is being able to recognize things in learning environments that help to
create hope. Once those are recognized, then we can examine what things impede or
interfere with Creating Hopeful Learning Environments. We can then purposefully
include things that create hope and work to eliminate the things that get in hope’s
way. Within DKG Michigan, operating in those steps, we will purposefully become
a Hopeful Learning Organization.
A Google Search for “Creating Hope” yielded 713 million results. Included were
organizations that help cancer patients, trauma victims, and many others to find hope.
Women in our organization create hope in schools, and in their communities in a
variety of ways. When we work together, we can also generate hope within our own
organization. One piece at Psych Central, entitled The Emotionally Sensitive
Person, with Karyn Hall, PhD
(https://blogs.psychcentral.com/emotionallysensitive/2015/01/creating-hope/) wrote, “When you have no hope, then you have no
energy or motivation for any effort to change your situation.” Dr. Hall states that
learned helplessness is a way that animals and people learn to adapt to difficult
situations that they cannot control and suggests,
“There are many ways to find hope…Find a clear path…Look for role
models who have found solutions…Do what you know you can do…
Preform an act of kindness…Turn to your faith…Practice mindfulness.”
These suggestions are also ways to find hope within our organization. We have a
clear path: to have members want to come to meetings, organize meetings that
involve and engage members. Within our state and local chapters, we all know
women we can use as role models, who have found solutions. Invite them to come
and share. This is how we do it at the state level. Successful chapters do it locally.
We know what we can do: we have led children and helped them to see hope. Some
of us recognize that shining ray of hope as the light bulb going off when our students
finally learn that they understand and can accomplish things that they once thought
were daunting. For those of us no longer in schools, we know we can call our
friends, bring them to meetings, and see their bright light shining when they hear of
what’s going on in education today.
Within our organization, we have faith in our ability to raise funds and support each
other professionally. When we practice our organization’s purposes, I have faith
that we will have a successful organization that other women would want to join.
We can have faith that if we continue to build our organization, new members will
come. When we make meetings interesting, inviting and purposeful, our members
will stay. Don’t forget to personally invite women to come.
Continued on page 2
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President’s Message Continued
President's message continued from page 1

In order to be a Hopeful Learning Organization, we need to be mindful of our
organization, its mission and purposes, and have faith that our organization
does great things. DKG Michigan empowers Key Women Educators with
Hope. We can then empower our students and colleagues with hope, building
a stronger educational program in our state for learners, young and old.
Dr. Ranae Beyerlein, Michigan State President (2019-2021)

DKG: Bridging Generations
COMMITTED, CHALLENGED, CHANGED, CONNECTED!
Dear Michigan Members,
I can remember the day I was asked, back in 1996, to become a member of The
Delta Kappa Gamma Society International. I was honored,
stunned, and very much in awe that someone would ask me
to be a member of this very prestigious organization, but I
remember from the very beginning, I was COMMITTED!
It was explained to me that when I chose to become a
member, that it would be for LIFE and I should think
carefully about this commitment. I plan to keep that
commitment and I celebrate every year that I share with the
people and sisters I have made in this organization.
As I became more involved in DKG, the jobs I took on
became more CHALLENGING! I will never forget the big
step I took after I completed Leadership Training and made it my goal to
become the State Membership Chair. To me, that was a huge step. I never
dreamed I could go further, but many CHANGES were in my future! I went on
to serve my state as the 1st Vice President for two terms and here I am handing
over the reins of my Presidency into the capable hands of Dr. Ranae Beyerlein.
But DKG isn’t finished with me yet. I will go on to work with chapter
presidents for the next two years. and help them with their leadership goals for
their chapters. Most important of all is the CONNECTIONS that I have made
to all of you wonderful teachers and DKG sisters, both here in Michigan and in
the Continental US, and around the world with all of the traveling that I have
done to conferences and conventions for DKG. I cannot thank you all enough
for the opportunities that DKG has given to me to grow, be COMMITTED,
CHALLENGED, CHANGED and most of all CONNECTED and serve with
each and every one of YOU!
Once again, Thank You!
Nancy W. Everett, Immediate Past President, (2017-2019)

Cara :Lougheed
Michigan’s
2019
Teacher of the Year
will be the
Keynote Speaker at the
Convention Luncheon and
Will present a session.
See Pages 16 and 18
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DKG Michigan State’s
Grants and Scholarship
Opportunities
See Page 10

Muskegon
Fall Conference
Registration Materials
Schedule, Sessions
See Pages 13-18

State Convention Awards
Bronwyn Woolman Receives Distinguished Service Award
This year’s State Distinguished Service Award was presented by Second Vice President, Anne Wade to Bronwyn
Woolman. Mrs. Woolman taught second grade and kindergarten in the U.S. and in Japan. She substitute taught at
Michigan School for the Deaf in Flint and in Alpena as a teacher for the hearing
impaired. She decided to stop teaching and stay home with an ever-growing family.
Bronwyn has spent her entire adult life as a Girl Scout Leader to her daughters and now
her granddaughters. She has led a troop for the past forty years. The troop under her
tutelage has participated in countless volunteer projects including Besser Museum's Old
Fashion Days, volunteering for activities throughout Alpena and leading service projects.
She has a love of music and, in the mid 1990's, she created and developed a program on
classical music and composers entitled, "The Composer's Program." It continues to this
day. She volunteers her time at Besser Elementary School on a biweekly basis to bring
the important aspect of music education to the students in grades 1, 2 and 3. In addition
to the above mentioned activities, Bronwyn assists in the weekly Sunday School and
Bible Study at Trinity Episcopal Church, which she has done for most of her adult life.
She also works to develop the children's presentation at church events and provides fun
Bronwyn Woolman
and
educational activities for the children. There are two live theatres in Alpena.
receives the 2019
Bronwyn helps at both of these using her photography skills to take pictures of the casts
Distinguished Service
and preparing a bulletin board in the theatres featuring the pictures. She also does some
Award from Anne Wade
filming.
Bronwyn and her husband have four children and six adopted children. They have taken in over 50 foster children,
giving them a loving, caring, and safe environment in which to grow up. In 1992 she was honored as Alpena’s Zonta
Woman of the Year, and in 2019 as the Alpena Chamber of Commerce Woman of the Year. The women of Delta
Kappa Gamma would like to thank Bronwyn Woolman for her many years of service and dedication and congratulate
her on earning the 2019 DKG Distinguished Service Award.
Submitted by Anne Wade, State Second Vice president

2019 Michigan State Woman of Distinction Nancy Tetzlaff
Our 2019 State Woman of Distinction is one whose life has been committed to excellence and caring for others.
Nancy Tetzlaff, of the Lansing area.was honored with the State Woman of Distinction Award during the recent State
Convention. For more than ten years, Mrs. Tetzlaff chaired the State Music Committee and provided music during
various events such as President’s Banquet, Celebration of Life, and Rose Bud Choir
performances. She served ably as Rose Bud Choir Director. Jackie Smart, DKG Executive
Director shared, “Along with her undeniable musical talents, Nancy was an absolute joy to
work with. When I wanted Motown music for the President’s Banquet in the Metro
Detroit area, she was able to come up with the accompaniment and taught the Rose Bud
Choir some original lyrics for our DKG Motown Medley. Nancy is truly a team player.”
While serving as State DKG Music Chairman, Nancy Tetzlaff created a CD for every
chapter and presented numerous workshops, including one on drumming and another on
the correlation between reading and music. Nancy has attended many State, International
and Regional conferences.
An elementary music teacher for 20 years at the VanDyke Public Schools in Warren,
Michigan, she taught in special needs preschool and kindergarten classrooms. Since her
retirement, Nancy has volunteered at VanDyke, Williamston and East Lansing schools so
Nancy Tetzlaff receives that her the children and grandchildren are able to experience music education.
the 2019 Michigan State
Woman of Distinction A graduate of Western Michigan University with her BA in Music Education, Nancy was
a member of “The Vagabonds,” a performing group that traveled throughout the United
States and the Panama Canal.
She has been a DKG chapter member since 1995, twenty-four years in Beta Epsilon and Alpha Lambda Chapters.
Nancy has served as chapter president and held several other offices and was honored as Chapter Woman of
Distinction in 2004.
Nancy and her husband Tom of fifty-two years have three daughters and nine grandchildren. (One daughter, Anne
Wade has served as DKG State Second Vice President.)
Congratulations are in order for Nancy Tetzlaff for her years of sharing her gifts and talents to impact education.
Submitted by Marilyn J. Hopkins, State Personal Growth and Services Committee Member
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State Convention Awards
2019 Michigan State Woman of Distinction Kathryn Jane Konyn Murwin
Katherine Murwin of Menominee, a member of Beta Sigma, was recommended as our 2019 State Woman of
Distinction by Dorothy Occhietti who in 1974, was the very first Michigan State Woman of Distinction. Dorothy
shared, “Katherine is not only a leader, organizer, challenger, historian, but a compassionate human being who
dedicates her life to uplifting, not only her students and families, but all who have the privilege of her acquaintance.”
Her teaching career began in 1968 as a 5th grade teacher in Wisconsin. From this first
experience, Katherine became a LD Specialist and taught Junior High English, history and
social science in Menominee.
She worked with Northern Michigan University on a pilot program for special education
students. Murwin co-chaired the Menominee Catholic School Commission, which
submitted a proposal for transitional first grade in Menominee. A health program for 5th
graders was developed and recognized by the American Heart Association.
Katherine joined Beta Sigma in 1979 and has been a very important part of her chapter.
She served as president, and other offices and as chair of several committees. She has
written articles for chapter newsletters, and compiled an Honor Roll for all members of
Beta Sigma. Katherine was her chapter’s Woman of Distinction in 1998.
Katherine’s contribution to Michigan DKG was highly evident in her planning for the 2016
Kathryn Murwin receives Upper Peninsula Three Chapter Meeting, at Bay College, in Iron Mountain. She suggested
the 2019 Michigan State topics relevant to local schools, and secured excellent presenters from across career
Woman of Distinction disciplines, who delivered valuable, usable information to the educators in attendance.
Award
Her involvement in Rotary is unprecedented, and she was one of the first female members.
She continues to be active at the district and club levels as former assistant governor and governor’s wife, and she was
the first female club president in 2008. Katherine and her late husband hosted Youth Exchange Students from all over
the world.
Katherine is also very active in the Menominee County Historical Society. She has held many leadership roles in the
Society and organized numerous projects. One such project was to initiate and organize a memorial of the Peshtigo
Fire, including the program and the dedication of a headstone in the shape of the flame dedicated to the victims.
It is our honor to award Katherine Murwin with the 2019 Michigan State DKG Woman of Distinction.
Submitted by Marilyn J. Hopkins, State Personal Growth and Services Committee Member

Chapter Women of Distinction Honored
Front Row L to R: Alicia Sanford, Phi;
Kathleen Phelps-Rusche, Beta Omega;
Elena
Ivanova,
Beta
Chi;
Jennifer
Anthoviak, Gamma Eta; Gwen Graham, Mu
Backrow;
Carol Dean, Phi; Joanna
Coselman, Alpha Alpha; Connie Knapp,
Gamma Theta; Sharon Throm, Beta Rho;
Joan Miedema, Beta Omicron; Mary Oram,
Gamma; Elizabeth Stolarek, Beta Kappa

Longevity Award Recipients

Front Row L to R: Loretta Miles, Beta
Omicron; Dr. Betty Brogan, Alpha Phi;
Mary Tracey, Beta Omicron; Gloria
Richards, Nu; Dr. Dorothy Sample, Mu;
Back Row: Shaila Jehle, Alpha Theta;
Sharleen Gonzalez, Mu; Sharon VanDam.
Beta Omicron; Gretchen Cousino, Omega;
and Midge Connon, Alpha Xi
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State Convention Awards
Chapter Newsletter Awards
This year many chapter newsletters were submitted to the Communications Committee for evaluation. The purpose
for the evaluation is to give chapter newsletter editors feedback on their publications and suggestions for
improvement. Based on a 28-point scoring guide, the newsletters were judged on appearance and content by members
of the Communications Committee. We were pleased to receive many submissions, noting that many chapters use a
variety of ways to communicate such as email, Facebook, and other social media. to keep their members connected
with each other and informed about state events. All were submitted electronically. Exemplary Awards received 25 28 points, followed by Outstanding Awards with 22 - 24 points, Praiseworthy with 20 - 21 points, and 19 and under
the Admirable Award. The following chapters received a certificate:
Chapter Name Award
Beta
Gamma
Delta
Zeta
Mu
Nu
Omicron
Rho
Sigma
Rho

Outstanding
Exemplary
Admirable
Exemplary
Exemplary
Outstanding
Outstanding
Exemplary
Admirable
Exemplary

Chapter Name Award
Upsilon
Phi
Alpha Alpha
Alpha Zeta
Alpha Kappa
Alpha Xi
Alpha Rho
Alpha Tau
Alpha Omega
Alpha Lambda

Outstanding
Exemplary
Admirable
Outstanding
Outstanding
Exemplary
Praiseworthy
Exemplary
Exemplary
Admirable

Personal Growth and Services
Committee Presents 2019
Chapter Woman of Distinction Awards
Shaila Jehle, Chair, Alpha Theta

Chapter Name Award
Beta Alpha
Beta Epsilon
Beta Lambda
Beta Xi
Beta Rho
Beta Sigma
Gamma Alpha
Gamma Gamma
Gamma Theta

Exemplary
Outstanding
Outstanding
Admirable
Exemplary
Exemplary
Exemplary
Outstanding
Admirable

Submitted by Sharron LaHaie, State Communications Committee Chair

Alpha Theta
Mary Villarreal

Beta Omicron
Joan Miedema

Alpha Xi
Beckie Thompson

Beta Rho
Sharon Throm

Beta
Christine A Adams

Rho
Laura Richburg

Alpha Phi
Alice Zecker

Beta Sigma
Elizabeth Ann
Kotowske

Gamma
Mary Oram

Sigma
Nancy Jerry

Alpha Omega
Pamela Breunling

Beta Chi
Elena Ivanova

Delta
Nancy DeCaire

Upsilon
Lissa Sell

Beta Alpha
Mary Clark

Beta Omega
Kathleen Phelps-Rusche

Epsilon
Janice Plair-Brown

Phi
Alicia Sanford
Carol Dean

Beta Eta
Denise Bear

Gamma Alpha
Jennifer Antkoviak

Zeta
Pam Ketner

Omega
Mary Seiber

Beta Kappa
Dr. Elizabeth Stolarek

Gamma Theta
Connie Knapp

Mu
Gwen Graham

Alpha Alpha
Joanna Coselman

Nu
Melanie Wheeler

Alpha Zeta
Pat Eppley

Beta Lambda
Sandy Katzmark
Nancy Mutch
Karen Rykhus
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State Convention Awards
2018 - 2019 Yearbook Awards

2018 - 2019 State Award of the Rose

This year the yearbook committee greatly enjoyed learning
more about the activities of twenty-six chapters. The chapter
yearbook was started as a way to share Society, state
organization, chapter and coordinating council information
with members. As times change, it has grown to include
chapter history, programs, special events, member contact
information, photographs and a way for chapter members to
stay connected.
I would like to thank each of the editors for the all of their time,
hard work and dedication in compiling their chapter yearbooks.

The Award of the Rose recognizes chapter achievement and
excellence. It encourages chapters to participate in state
activities and to meet state deadlines and goals. Chapter
presidents were asked to apply for recognition by March 15.
This year there are twenty-two chapters honored with the Award
of the Rose.
Gamma
Alpha Alpha
Beta Alpha
Epsilon
Alpha Zeta
Beta Kappa
Zeta
Alpha Theta
Beta Lambda
Nu
Alpha Lambda
Beta Rho
Omicron
Alpha Xi
Gamma Alpha
Rho
Alpha Rho
Gamma Theta
Upsilon
Alpha Tau
Phi
Alpha Omega

Chapter Name Award
Gamma
Exemplary
Epsilon
Exemplary
Nu
Exemplary
Rho
Exemplary
Phi
Exemplary
Alpha Zeta
Exemplary
Alpha Xi
Exemplary
Alpha Tau
Exemplary
Beta Rho
Exemplary
Beta Chi
Exemplary
Gamma Gamma Exemplary
Zeta
Pacesetter
Beta Alpha
Pacesetter

Chapter Name Award
Delta
Mu
Pi
Upsilon
Alpha Alpha
Alpha Kappa
Alpha Rho
Alpha Omega
Beta Sigma
Gamma Alpha
Gamma Eta
Omicron
Beta Lambda

Exemplary
Exemplary
Exemplary
Exemplary
Exemplary
Exemplary
Exemplary
Exemplary
Exemplary
Exemplary
Exemplary
Pacesetter
Admirable

Dr. Ranae Beyerlein , 1st Vice President, Yearbook Chair

2019 State Convention Attendance Awards

The Convention Attendance Award is given to chapters having
approximately 10% or more of their chapter members at the
Convention. The determinations were based on chapter
membership sent from International. This year there are 29
chapters receiving this honor.
I would like to especially recognize Phi and Gamma Eta for
their members’ attendance at this convention. They had
members serving as convention co-chairs and should be
applauded for having a combined total of 16 members present,
five from Phi and eleven from Gamma Eta.
Congratulations to all these chapters who have received the
Convention Attendance Award. It was wonderful to see so
many in attendance at our spring event on Mackinac Island!
Submitted by Liz VanWestenburg, Michigan Membership Chair

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Gamma
Delta
Zeta
Mu
Nu
Omicron
Sigma
Phi
Omega
Alpha Alpha

11. Alpha Epsilon
12. Alpha Theta
13. Alpha Kappa
14. Alpha Lambda
15. Alpha Mu
16. Alpha Xi
17. Alpha Phi
18. Alpha Omega
19. Beta Alpha
20. Beta Beta

21. Beta Gamma
22. Beta Omicron
23. Beta Rho
24. Beta Sigma
25. Beta Tau
26. Beta Chi
27. Gamma Alpha
28. Gamma Eta
29. Gamma Theta
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Nancy Everett, Michigan State President

2018-2019 State President’s Awards
The President’s Award is given to those chapters that achieve the
specific membership goals during the past year. Chapter
presidents were asked to complete the application and send it by
March 15. This year there are ten chapters earning this award by
increasing their membership by retaining, recruiting and
reclaiming members. The chapters receiving the President’s
Award are:

Chapter

Chapter President

Gamma
Mary Oram
Nu
Janis Sandford
Omicron
Dr. Gedy Love
Rho
Pat Norberg & Sinie Bass Wilburn
Alpha Alpha
Joanna Coselman
Alpha Zeta
Pam Naplin
Alpha Theta
Karen Lessnau-Scott
Alpha Tau
Jo Diane Cornwell & Pat Hunter
Beta Alpha
Toni Behrendt & Lori Seita
Beta Rho
Kathy Heatherly & Sharon Throm
Submitted by Nancy Everett, Michigan State President

N e e d a R o o m ma t e ?
Are you going to the State Fall
Conference in Muskegon?
Do you need a roommate?
If you plan to attend any DKG function and need an
overnight roommate, contact Jackie Smart,
Executive Secretary.
She will try to pair you up with someone else in the
same situation.
Phone (248) 476-8659 or
E-mail: jackie@mysmartfamily.com

State Committees
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State Committees
A Parliamentary Moment
New Chapter Standing Rules
Everyone is aware that changes were made in the International Constitution and Bylaws last summer.
We have paid our dues earlier than in previous years, as now the fiscal year is July 1 to June 30. But
there were other changes that make it necessary for the state and chapters to bring their ruling
documents into line with these changes. The name of the state organization is now Michigan State
Organization DKG. There is now a collegiate membership available to women going into education,
either in their last two years of college, or at the graduate level. Their dues are the same as reserve members.
There are other regulations for chapters. Chapters may select new members by whatever method the chapter desires.
They are no longer required to vote on new members. New members will be inducted into the society, rather than be
initiated. Chapter meetings may be face-to-face, through electronic communications, or through a combination of the
two so long as members present may simultaneously hear one another and participate during the meeting. All
members need to be notified of this. Those matters requiring immediate chapter action may be voted upon by mail
(postal or electronic) that provides a valid receipt of each responding chapter member’s vote. A majority vote of
chapter members shall be required for action. Ratification of all voting by mail (postal or electronic) must be made at
the next face-to-face meeting of the chapter. The chapter shall record in the chapter minutes the name of members
terminated, the reason for termination and file letters of resignation. These are some of the changes that need to be
addressed in updating the chapter standing rules. In the fall, a new version of the Michigan State Organization Bylaws
and Standing Rules will be available, and it will include a list of the items that should go into the chapter standing
rules, as well as the date the chapter should send in the updated version to the Bylaws committee for review.
Submitted by Gloria Richards, Nu, State Parliamentarian

Supporting World Fellowship
The World Fellowship committee grants funds in accordance with the Constitution and International Standing Rules
when sufficient funds are available. They maintain contact with the World Fellowship recipients for the duration of
their studies and, when possible, encourage members to maintain contact with the recipients studying
in their state. The committee may also grant requests for fellowship extensions as
they did for our Michigan’s 2018-19 recipient Andrea Sosa Moreno, from Ecuador
who is studying for her Masters in Epidemiology (the study of disease origin and
spread) at Michigan State University.
Since the program began in 1964, over 4.1 million dollars in aid has been given to
more than 900 women from 117 countries to pursue advanced degrees in the U.S.
and Canada. Currently about 30 World Fellowship recipients are pursuing Masters
and PhDs.
DKG Michigan members continually and generously support our committee’s efforts to fund this important outreach.
This second year of the biennium we had a total of 44 baskets donated by 35 chapters. Since our May 2019 convention
was on Mackinac Island, gift cards were a popular raffle item. We raised $2,581 from these sales. These were easy to
bring over and the winners loved taking them back! A heartfelt “thank you” to those who contributed items, the
generous shoppers and the individuals who helped sell tickets and kept the auction running smoothly.
Our next raffle will be at the Fall Conference held in Muskegon on October 5, 2019. Please consider bringing
something to donate to raffle in support of the World Fellowship fund. We need items both large and small to raffle.
Your chapter and personal donations are appreciated as we continue to support this important outreach. As always, we
need members to help sell tickets during the sale times at the fall conference. If you are able to help, please contact
Mary Bischoff-Greer, Omega at marybgreer@gmailcom Again, all items for the auction will be collected Friday
evening in the properties room and must be at the auction site by 7 a.m. on Saturday morning for set up.
Don’t forget that you can use address labels on the backs of your raffle tickets. They are much easier than writing your
name so many times! Thank you again for your participation. None of this work is successful without YOU.
Submitted by Joyce Daglow, Gamma, State World Fellowship Chair

Pins Available for honoring:
Chapter Woman of Distinction.

Red letters are on a gold background.
The dark areas are raised gold.

Available at State meetings or via mail with
small shipping charge. Contact J-Jay Pechta See page 2.
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Key Woman Educator Pin
Pin shows gold laurel leaves with a diamond setting.
An open red rose with green leaves outlined in gold
on a black background is in the center.
The DKG letters are in red. Gold letters read...
“KEY WOMEN EDUCATORS.”

State Committees
A Look Into Your Chapter’s Future…
This is a perfect time to talk about where your chapter is at the present time, where members
would like to see it down the road, and what steps can be taken to get there. Your strategic
plan is a structured way to choose goals that can strengthen your chapter, help direct
changes, and shape the chapter for the future.
In planning meetings and programs for the next school year, try to build in time to discuss
the state of the chapter. Choosing three goals and ways to reach those should come from
chapter members, not just a committee or the executive board. Everyone in the chapter has
a stake in the future and well-being of the chapter and, therefore, members need to involved
in the process. The Strategic Planning Committee can provide a template that may help in
formulating the goals, participants, steps and timeline.
Select target areas, in membership, communication, technology, and others, that will improve the function
and growth of the chapter. Identify a goal, suggest ways to reach that goal and go to work. For example, a
broad goal could be to retain members. Ways to facilitate that could include:
 planning enticing programs that interest members,
 reaching out personally to members,
 showcasing members’ awards and achievements,
 providing opportunities for members to utilize their skills and strengths,
 building in social time at meetings.
You can do this openly at a meeting or use a survey to find what chapter members are thinking.
Decide who will participate and help implement each step of the process. It could be a task of a committee,
the officers, or individual members. Set a deadline to evaluate your progress and, if necessary, modify the
tasks to be more effective. Then, keep working until you reach your goal.
The plan should not be complex or lengthy. It can be more effective to tackle just one or two desired
outcomes. Select objectives that are important, yet reachable. Take one step at a time and work together to
implement your plan, then celebrate your success and move on to another goal!
The Strategic Planning Committee of your state organization is asking each chapter to submit their action
plan to the committee once every two years. Committee members will look over the chapter’s plan and, if
needed, offer suggestions to help. If your chapter’s plan has not yet been submitted, and it is complete,
please send it electronically to J-Jay Pechta at jpechta.dkg@comcast.net. If you wish to send a paper copy,
please find J-Jay’s address on page 2 of this issue. If the chapter needs more time to work on the plan, please
send it as soon as possible. Then move on to the tasks at hand!
The committee is eager to see what goals and methods are being considered. Your chapter’s ideas may be
helpful to others who are making important decisions about their chapter and members. If you have
questions regarding your Strategic Plan or the process, please contact us.
Submitted by Liz VanWestenburg, Gamma Gamma, lizvanwestdkg@yahoo.com, Jackie Smart, Gamma Alpha,
jackie@mysmartfamily.com 2017-2019 State Strategic Planning Committee Co-chairs

Anniversary Pins available for sale. Cost $9.00 each, shipping extra. To order pins contact J-Jay Pechta, information page 2.

Bright Gold

Antique Copper

Bright Gold

Bright Gold
Emerald

Antique Gold

Bright Gold
Ruby

Bright Copper

Bright Silver

Bright Gold
Sapphire

Bright Gold
Diamond

NEW Diamond Shape
Black
background
with gold inlay.
A diamond gem
for that special
member. Can
be awarded by
the Chapter or State as a
special award. The pin reads:
International Society for Key
Women Educators.
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State Committees
Do Not Miss Out On
Opportunities for Scholarships and Grants

Coordinating Councils
The Coordinating Councils were very active
this springtime, and they have great plans for
the summertime and fall!

Great Southwest Council

On August 6 the Great Southwest Council had
a trip to the Air Zoo in Kalamazoo. We had a
wonderful time with two veteran guides who themselves
flew both in peacetime and in
war.
They
were
very
knowledgeable and we learned
the whole history of flight.
Ellen Eisele with her friend in
front of a Corsair. Ellen’s mother
built Corsairs in 1944 and her
Uncle Tony flew them in World
War II. Family members, Ellen’s
two nephews and Sinie Bass
Wilburn’s grandchildren from Texas, enjoyed the rides at this
DKG family sponsored event. (picture provided by Eleanor
Rauner)

Cascades Council

On November 16, 2019, 9:30 am to 1:00 pm the Cascades
Council will meet at the Jackson Country Club, 3135 Horton
Rd., Jackson MI 49203. Holiday Extravaganza is the theme.
Winter Gardening, Card Making, Christmas Treats, and
Ornament Collecting are the corners, Any DKG member is
welcome to come. The contact person is Bernice Haglund,
1840 N. Noon St., Jackson MI 49201. 517-414-5190

Thank you!
It has been my joy to visit your councils over these past years.
Term limits have ended my role as Chair of the Coordinating
Councils. I will always remember your amazing hospitality
and the great fun we have had. We are very, very fortunate to
belong to such a warm, inviting, stimulating group of
professional, women educators.
Please welcome my
successor, Bernice Haglund, as she assumes the role as Chair
for the Coordinating Councils. Please send information to
bernicehaglund@gmail.com

Are you working on a graduate degree,
retraining or seeking an additional
endorsement
on
your
teaching
certificate? Perhaps you should consider
applying for a DKG Michigan State
Scholarship or an International award.
The International Lucile Cornetet Award is granted to
educators for the purpose of participating in
professional seminars, workshops, and other nondegree programs that relate to an educator's
professional aspirations. The Cornetet Award is
granted three times per year: February 1st, May 1st,
September 1st. This application is available online at
the International website at dkg.org. You can apply
up to 6 months ahead. Awards vary and will pay
registration, travel, meals, etc.
Michigan State DKG offers scholarships for
educators who are working on a graduate degree,
retraining, or an additional endorsement in education.
Scholarship applications need to be submitted by
February 1st.
A plan of study and proof of
acceptance at a college/university is required.
Two $1,000 scholarships, two $500 scholarships for
retraining or additional endorsements, and one $800
scholarship for graduate study may be awarded at the
Spring Convention. Forms and information are on
the State Website: dkgmichigan.org
At the close of convention we have drawings. This
time Claire Rettenmund of Alpha Omega and Midge
Connon of Alpha Xi, won the Kathy Cashen Grant
50/25/25 raffle. Cindy Dietz, Gamma Alpha, Pam
Naplin, Alpha Zeta and Marilyn Pfister, Beta Sigma
had their registration for State Convention paid from
the Member-to-Member drawing.
For help or questions contact:
Mary Oram, Gamma, Scholarship Chair
7511 Wadding Drive, Onsted, MI 49266
gardenatthelake@comcast.net

Submitted by Dr. Gedy Love, Omicron, Coordinating Council Chair

We Want to Visit with YOU
One of the most valuable rewards for your chapter or council is a visit from a state officer. Your
state officers are available to attend your meetings, for sharing news, updating information, and
giving help and suggestions during this biennium. You may select any officer, and we will do our
best to match your request times. Dates can be reserved until June 30, 2021.
Visitation forms are available online at www.dkgmichigan.org. After filling out the form you may
submit the request to me: judifisher@yahoo.com or mail the form to:
Judi Fisher, 20180 Rippling Lane, Northville, MI 48167
Phone: 248-808-0477 Please call if you have questions
Submitted by Judi Fisher, Gamma Alpha, State Visitation Chair
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State Committees
Mackinac Island Brings First Timers!
Sixteen DKG members attended their first DKG Michigan State Convention at Grand Hotel
on Mackinac Island, May 3-5, 2019. On Friday evening, members of the Membership
Committee met with the ladies and talked about the weekend’s scheduled events, including
the sessions, the banquet and Sunday’s Ceremony of Remembrance.
The ladies registered included: Barbara Balbo (Gamma), Jean Brewer (Alpha Rho of
Tennessee), Mary Butorac (Delta), Mary Anne Charron (Beta Iota), Mary Duranceau
(Delta), Carol Herman (Beta Sigma), June Pauline Hill ((Beta Sigma), Joan Kelly (Gamma Eta), Connie Knapp
(Gamma Theta), Susan Lacy (Gamma Theta), Anne Lake (Nu), Marcia Makela (Gamma Eta), Debra Pajula (Beta
Sigma), Janis Sandford (Nu), Linda Schramm (Beta Tau), and Debra Wood (Gamma Epsilon of Texas).
When we saw the women throughout the weekend, there were many smiles and greetings. The remarks shared were:
“Such a beautiful hotel,” “Touching ceremony,” “Excellent speakers and sessions,” and “I’m so glad I came!” Two
women shared their reviews of the event.
Debra Wood of Gamma Epsilon of Texas, expressed her thoughts on the convention. “I felt warmth and a welcoming
spirit the moment I arrived on Mackinac Island at the Michigan State Convention. Thank you for memories and
sisterhood of DKG to a simple country gal from Texas.”
A member of Beta Sigma, Deb Pajula said: “The DKG Convention at the Grand Hotel was truly a great experience
for me. I really enjoyed each session I went to...and only wish I had had time to fit in the scavenger hunt. I learned
many new things which I can now share with others. I so enjoyed meeting so many new friends, and putting faces
with those whom I’ve only communicated via e-mail!! Mostly I enjoyed the level of motivation and excitement
coming from so many powerful woman educators working together! Grand Hotel, as a venue, of course is
spectacular! The views and the food are hard to beat. The convention banquet and program were really incredible. It
was very special to have Katherine Murwin from our Beta Sigma Chapter honored as a State Woman of Distinction!
Your committee did an excellent job planning this very informative and invigorating convention. I look forward to
attending another! Remember, as President Nancy Everett said, “The DKG Song is not meant to be sung like a dirge.
It is meant to be sung lively,” as was this entire convention!! Thank you all!”
It was a weekend of learning, fun and friendship for those who attended the convention. It was wonderful to meet
sixteen more DKG women from around our state. We hope to see all of our first timers, and their friends, at the Fall
Conference in Muskegon, Oct. 4-5, 2019.
Submitted by Liz VanWestenburg, Gamma Gamma, State Membership Chair and Amy Wright, Gamma Alpha, Committee Member

DKG Leadership Conference Iowa
In July, five members of DKG Michigan attended the
International Leadership Conference in Des Moines,
Iowa. Incoming leaders Dr. Ranae Beyerlein (President), Dr.
Elena Ivanova (First Vice President), Cindy Dietz
(Membership Chair) and Liz VanWestenburg (Treasurer)
participated in training sessions for our respective
positions. We learned much about the tasks and duties we
will face and were able to interact with other DKG leaders
from other states and countries
Also at the conference was author Carol Trembath of Beta
Chi. She presented two well-attended breakout sessions, We
Need More Diverse Books! Time for Native-Environmental
Books and Growing Future Leaders: Native People Defenders of the Environment.
The sessions and speakers were interesting and
informative.
Susan Leahy, who partners with DKG,
presented two workshops, Leadership Bootcamp, on
strengthening ones self as a leader. DKG President Cathy
Daugherty spoke on the daily life as a Society
president. Other sessions addressed elevator speeches,
meeting planning, membership initiatives, leadership
opportunities in DKG, the Schools for Africa Project, and
more. It was a busy but productive and fun-filled week in
Des Moines. We came away with new friends, a stronger
picture of our leadership positions, and a renewed energy to
continue to build and strengthen DKG Michigan!
Submitted by Liz VanWestenburg State Treasurer

Women in the Arts Retreat
If your creative juices start flowing when
someone mentions "crafting,” then the Women in
the Arts weekend is for you. This year the
committee has reserved rooms in the Red Oak and White Pine
lodging areas of the Kettunen Center for November 8-10,
2019.
Each room at the Center, which is located near
Cadillac in Tustin, accommodates two and has a private bath.
The Kettunen Center will provide delicious and nutritious
meals all day Saturday and Sunday breakfast. Friday dinner is
optional. Crafts are presented for and by our members. So far
we have offers for a jewelry project, greeting cards, and glass
painting. If you plan on attending think about a project you
could share at a session. Just write a note on your application
or contact co-chair Kathy O’Neill or Claire Rettenmund.
Applications are available in the previous issue of The
Wolverine or online at wwwmichigandkg.org After a full day
of arts and crafts on Saturday the group will gather in the
evening for something new for this group, folk dancing.
Nancy Everett has volunteered to lead everyone to master a
simple dance. Weather permitting, s’mores around the
campfire will be offered. Plan on joining the group. Who
knows? You may create the perfect holiday gift while having
a terrific weekend away with DKG friends, The catch? Well,
there isn’t one but note that the deadline to register and pay is
September 20. The date is absolute. Info contact:
Submitted by Kathy O’Neill, koneill0444@charter.net, 810-653-0444
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State Committees
Chapters Present Lifetime Service Awards
Congratulations to the following women on being honored, during the second year of the 2017-2019 biennium, with
the Alpha Iota State Lifetime Service Award! Their dedication and service to education and to DKG are to be
applauded. They are truly Key Women Educators. Their work and contribution to our profession exemplify the
Society’s vision and purposes.
Since the inception of the award in 2015, we have had many women receive the award. There will be others honored
in the spring. Chapters are encouraged to submit names of women who may also qualify for this honor. For more
information on the award and the application form, please visit the state website at dkgmichigan.org. “Resources”
“State Forms.” We hope to add to the growing list of Lifetime Service Award recipients.
Submitted by Dr. Dorothy Sample, Immediate Past President, Mu

Alto Parsons
Dr. Dorothy E Sample
Miriam Jean Pede
Linda J Aldrich
Carolyn Calender
Joanne Gardner
Marilyn Hansbarger
Charlotte Jones
Loretta King
Donis Whitaker
Lola Wilson
Delores Hibbard
Doris Masserang
Theresa Balboa
Margaret Sutton
Margaret M Barren

Mu
Mu
Rho
Upsilon
Upsilon
Upsilon
Upsilon
Upsilon
Upsilon
Upsilon
Upsilon
Phi
Phi
Alpha Zeta
Alpha Zeta
Alpha Mu

Judy Morian
Marilyn Frank
Jane Guyott
Sandra Kindt
Sally Lamkin
Sue Ann Guilford
Delores Berta
Dr. Marjorie Pearsall Groenwald
Virginia Biehl
Frann Copp
Estelle Kalakailo
Virginia Rosalie Perry
Patricia Little
Kathleen McComb
June Pauline Hill

Alpha Mu
Alpha Xi
Alpha Xi
Alpha Xi
Alpha Rho
Alpha Upsilon
Beta Gamma
Beta Gamma
Beta Eta
Beta Eta
Beta Eta
Beta Eta
Beta Kappa
Beta Omicron
Beta Sigma

Legislative Update
RECOGNIZING ACHIEVEMENT IN CLASSIFIED SCHOOL EMPLOYEES ACT
This is one of only a few pieces of legislation which Congress has passed into law this session. It was
signed into law on April 12, 2019. The Recognizing Achievement in Classified School Employees
Act (H.R.276) is designed to recognize commitment and excellence by school employees who provide exemplary
service to students in prekindergarten through high school. Those eligible for the award include school employees in 1)
paraeducator services, 2) clerical and administrative services, 3) transportation services, 4) food and nutrition services,
5) custodial and maintenance services, 6) security services, 7) health and student services, 8) technical services and 9)
skilled trades. The single award recipient is selected by the Secretary of Education to present the Inspiring School
Employees Award and consists of a certificate.
TEMPORARY ASSISTANCE FOR NEEDY FAMILIES (TANF)
The Temporary Assistance For Needy Families (TANF) (H.R.430) was passed into law on January 24, 2019 and is a
long-standing program which provides temporary financial assistance for pregnant women and families with one or
more dependent children. This fund will to help pay for food, shelter, utilities, and expenses other than medical.
Funding for the law provides grants to states and U.S. territories such as Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands extends
the program.
THERAPY DOGS IN SCHOOL
On February 23, 2016 the Supreme Court ruled that a girl with cerebral palsy had the right under the Americans with
Disabilities Act to bring her service dog into the school classroom. Fourteen students at Marjory Stoneman Douglas
High School in Parkland, Florida, where a mass shooting took place last year, have gotten therapy dogs which
accompany them to school each day. This is a way of coping with the shootings. Photos of the dogs have even been
included in the school yearbook. There have been several suicides as a result of that traumatic event. For the CBS
account of this, along with pictures of the dogs, go to https://www.cbsnews.com/news/parkland-therapy-dogs-schoolmarjory-stoneman-douglas-high-school-florida/
Submitted by Lynn Mason, State Legislation Committee Co-chair
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State Fall Conference Muskegon Hotel

Why Come to Muskegon for Fall Conference?
While you're here for Fall Conference, take some time to see the greater Muskegon area. Whether you are a
history buff, craft beer enthusiast, festival goer, antique shopper or just a beach lover, you'll find plenty of
reasons to come the DKG Fall Conference in Muskegon.
Not only will you be able to attend informative and interesting sessions provided by our Educational
Excellence Committee, but downtown Muskegon is the focus of art, history, and culture.
Come early or stay late and visit:

The Lakeshore Museum Center,

Muskegon Museum of Art,

Muskegon Heritage Museum,

Frauenthal Theater,

USS Silversides Submarine Museum

USS LST 393 (Landing Ship Tanker)

The Downtown Farmers Market

See you October 4-5 in Muskegon
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State Fall Conference Registration Muskegon
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State Fall Conference Registration Muskegon
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State Fall Conference – Muskegon
The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International
Tentative Fall Conference Schedule
October 4 - 5, 2019
Delta Hotel, Muskegon, MI
Friday, October 4, 2019

Do Not Miss Pre-Conference Session
Friday, October 4, 2019
6:30 P.M. to 7:30 P.M.

Internet Scams and Your Online
Safety : Tamara Webster, Gamma Theta,

DKG MI Webmaster
Have you heard of phishing and
ransomware? Do you know how to detect
phishing emails? Very intelligent women
have fallen prey to internet scams. In this session, you will
learn what to do to teach your students and your DKG
friends how to avoid some common threats to your
personal computers and your finances. 1 SCECH

2019- 2020 Michigan Teacher of The Year
Cara Lougheed, Keynote Speaker,
Saturday General Session

Cara Lougheed is the 2019 - 2020 Michigan Teacher of the
Year. Cara represents Region 9 which includes all schools
in Macomb, Oakland and Wayne
counties, but not within the City of
Detroit. She received her Bachelor of
Arts degree from Western Michigan
University in Secondary Education
and her Master of Arts in Teaching &
Learning from Nova Southeastern
University. Cara has taught English
Language Arts and history in
Rochester Community Schools for 21
years. She began her teaching career at Rochester High
School in 1998 and was a founding staff member of
Stoney Creek High School when it opened in the fall of
2001. Over the years, Cara has taught multiple levels of
English, as well as U.S. and World History. Cara has also
served as a Social Studies teacher leader, a building
Activities Director, union building representative and a
National Education Association delegate. She has worked
collaboratively with colleagues and administrators to write
curriculum, design an attendance incentive program for
students and contribute to projects designed to increase
student connectedness and improve school culture.
Cara has also trained six student teachers from four
different universities over the last decade. She is currently
the student intern and mentor liaison to Oakland University
(OU), and is working collaboratively with the Michigan
Program Network (MiPN) and TeachingWorks to improve
and broaden teacher education. She is also an advisory
member of OU’s Vision 20/20 committee, which seeks the
input of classroom teachers in making improvements to
teacher education.
Teacher education and mentoring are Cara’s passions, next
to teaching students. Teachers leave indelible marks on
their students, and sometimes never truly recognize their
impact, but she sees mentoring as the way to leave a legacy
within the profession.
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4:00 PM - 8:00 PM
5:45 PM - 7:15 PM
6:30 PM - 7:30 PM
7:35 PM - 7:55 PM
8:00 PM - 10:00 PM
10:00 PM -11:00 PM

Registration (Closed during Executive
Board Meeting)
Buffet Dinner (Pre-register)
Pre-Conference Session,: Internet
Scams and Your Online Safety
Tamara Webster, Webmaster 1 SCECH
First Timers’ Meeting
Executive Board Meeting/All
Members and Guests Welcome to
Attend
Conversation, Camaraderie, and
Coordinating Council Meetings

Saturday, October 5, 2019

6:45 AM - 8:45 AM
6:45 AM - 7:45 AM
7:30 AM -12:00 PM
8:30 AM - 8:45 AM
8:25 AM - 9:55 AM
8:45 AM -12:30 PM
8:55 AM 10:05 AM 11:10 AM 11:15 AM 12:45 PM ` 1:50 PM 1:50 PM -

9:55 AM
11:05 AM
12:40 PM
12:15 PM
1:45 PM
1:55 PM
3:00 PM

3:00 PM -

3:15 PM

3:15 PM -

4:00 PM

Breakfast (Coupon with hotel room)
Aqua Fitness Fun (Pool) 1 SCECH
Registration
General Membership Announcements
Explore the Fab Lab 20 spots
Funding Our Purposes Raffle and
Chapter Sales
First Workshop Sessions
Second Workshop Sessions
Explore the Fab Lab Session 2 20 spots
Third Workshop Sessions
Luncheon Buffet
Reflection
General Membership Meeting
Key Note Speaker Cara Lougheed, 2019
Michigan Teacher of the Year
Using High Leverage and Core
Teaching Practices to Revitalize
Teacher Education 1 SCECH
General Announcements:
Funding Our Purposes Report
Raffle and Registration Drawing
The Delta Kappa Gamma Song
Ed/Excellence/POW Committee Meets

Fall Conference
Chapter/Committee Sales Application
Saturday, October 5, 2019 at Delta Hotel
Muskegon, Michigan
Chapter/Commitee:________________________
Topic: (Sales table or type of exhibit) *Note: bring all
supplies needed to set up your 6-8 foot sales table
Person(s) in charge____________________________
Address______________________________________
City, State, Zip ________________________________
Phone _______________________________________
Email _______________________________________
Cost per table $15. Make checks payable to Delta
Kappa Gamma—Return by September 23, 2019 to:
Nancy Higgins, 11305 Island Lake Road
Dexter, MI 48130, nhigs@aol.com

State Fall Conference Sessions – Muskegon
Tentative Sessions
October 4, 2019
Friday Night Pre-Conference Session
6:30 PM – 7:30 PM

a half-million dollars’ worth of equipment
in a space where inventors can invent,
businesses can prototype, and children can
learn
and
gain
valuable hands on
experience
with
STEM-based
projects. Join us for a
tour of the facility and some exciting
experiences. We will offer two tours at
different sessions. Each can accommodate
20 people. Don’t miss this opportunity to
experience 3D STEM applications. See
how these applications can be used in your
classroom. 1 SCECH

Internet Scams and Your
Online Safety: Tamara
Webster, Gamma Theta,
DKG MI Webmaster
Have you heard of phishing
and ransomware? Do you
know how to detect phishing emails?
Very intelligent women have fallen prey to
internet scams. In this session, you will
Session-1 8:55 AM- 9:55 AM
learn what to do to teach your students and
your DKG friends how to avoid some Each One, Reach One: Liz
common threats to your personal VanWestenburg (Gamma Gamma) and
Cindy Dietz (Gamma Alpha) State
computers and your finances. 1 SCECH
Membership Chairs, Past and Present
October 5, 2019
What does President Ranae’s
Saturday Conference Sessions
membership goal have to do
with cherries and buckeyes?
Early Session: 6:45 - 7:45 AM
If you come to this session,
you will see that the gauntlet
Aqua Fitness Fun: Alice Chrenko,
Gamma Gamma Chapter
has been laid for rival states
Come join Alice Chrenko, of Gamma to increase membership. Liz and Cindy
Gamma Chapter, for a fun early morning will present the challenge and you will
aqua fit class. This is guaranteed to decide which steps are needed to increase
energize and invigorate you for the rest of your membership through this biennium.
the day. You will do
a combination of Egypt: A Passionate Journey: Dr.
easy water aerobics Pamela Chappell, Gamma Theta
and
strengthening Back by popular demand, due to slow
check-in and long, luxurious
exercises for 55
dinners at the Grand, you
minutes. You may work at your own
asked
for
another
comfort level and engage in a variety of
opportunity
to
take
a
low impact movements from low to high
vicarious
journey
with
intensity. Please wear your swimsuit OR
swim shorts and top. No other equipment Pamela Chappell to Egypt, land of
is needed as some flotation equipment and mystery, history, and wonder. Visit the
other exercise accessories might be pyramids of Giza, the Valley of the Kings,
available for you. It's time to be a healthier and find out where camels go at night.
Pamela calls this "the trip of a lifetime."
YOU! See you at the pool! 1 SCECH
Come along and then share this vision
with the young minds in your classrooms.
Special Session 8:25-9:55 AM
1 SCECH
Explore The Fab Lab: Chris Kaminsky,
Fab Lab Manager Meet in Lobby at
8:25 AM to Walk over
Have you ever wanted to draw with a 3D
Tell Me
printer? Explore virtual reality? Here’s
And I Forget
your opportunity To visit a state-of-the-art
entrepreneurial hub located in the heart of
Teach Me
downtown Muskegon, The Lakeshore Fab
A
n
d
I Remember
Lab, supported and managed by Muskegon
Involve Me
Community College, empowers people of
all ages to learn, dream, design, and build
And I Learn
their ideas. The facility, which officially
opened on June 1, 2018, houses more than

A Writer’s Story: Deborah. A. Reed,
Author
Deborah (D.A.) Reed invites
you to hear her story about the
realities of life as an author,
the writing process, and the
inspiration for her four Young Adult novels.
She will bring copies of her books, which
might make reading interesting for your
Young Adult readers. She will share how
to go about writing a novel and the
techniques you can share with your
classroom. 1 SCECH

Session-II 10:05 AM- 11:05 AM
Your Phone, Your Life: Moderator
Tamara Webster, Gamma Theta, DKG
MI Webmaster
What are your favorite apps? Do
you know how to set up your
phone to minimize robocalls or
safely
open
documents?
Whether you have an iPhone or
an Android phone, do you know how to
archive photos, forward emails, download
and read documents? Do you know how
to quickly share phone content with
another person? Do you know how to
protect against getting your phone data
stolen? Do you worry about using phonebased pay apps and avoid using them for
that reason? Bring your phone and your
questions for our own tech expert panelother smart phone users. Be ready to share
your favorite app on your phone. You are
sure to learn something and share
something. Information from this session
is easily transferrable to the classroom.
1 SCECH
Each One, Coach One: Dr. Dot Sample,
Mu and Nancy Everett, Alpha Xi, DKG
MI Leadership Development
DKG is having a leadership crisis, both
locally and internationally. Join Dot and
Nancy as we consider a
model for developing leaders
in situ. Are leaders born or
made?
Is leadership a
pleasure or an obligation?
Have you ever thought about getting
involved at the state or international level?
Learn how to pick out potential leaders
and cultivate them in your own chapter
gardens. Learn what supports leaders
need to be successful and how your
chapters already have what it takes to
create them. Nancy and Dot will share
their experiences as leaders at the local,
state and international levels, so that you
can simply follow in their footsteps on an
exciting leadership path
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State Fall Conference Sessions – Muskegon
Kahoot And Socrative: Laura
Ruggles and Lynn Mason, Sigma

At a time when technology
seems to be the great divide,
come to this interactive
presentation to learn how a
couple of userfriendly, web-based tools can
bring an entire family or an
entire classroom together.
Whether you’re 5 or 65, make
your next family event the one everyone
talks about for years to come! These same
tools can be easily used in the classroom to
help differentiate instruction and improve
engagement by giving students many
opportunities to respond. Save time by
downloading the apps on your phone, in
advance. No phone? No problem-just
come join us and check it out! 1 SCECH

Buster Keaton And The
Muskegon Connection: Mary

Hendon, Alpha Kappa
The Muskegon area is best known for its 26
miles of sugar-sand beaches on the shores of
Lake Michigan. It was no different over 100
years ago. Just a stone's throw away from
Lake Michigan and its inland port,
Muskegon Lake, is a section of town known
as Bluffton. In 1908 a group of vaudevillians
started
an
Actors
Colony as a reprieve
from life on the road.
Looking back, its most
famous member was a
teenager named Buster
Keaton. His father, Joe,
helped organize the Colony and built a
summer home for his family along the
waterfront. During its peak, upwards of 200
performers visited this summer playground
and vacation. Come hear the stories from the
time when Muskegon was known as the
Special Session 11:10-12:40
"Rivera of the Midwest" and a collection of
Explore The Fab Lab: Chris Kaminsky, fun-loving entertainers provided a fertile
Fab Lab Manager Meet in Lobby at training ground for a budding silent film star.
Wouldn’t Buster’s story be inspirational to
11:10 AM.to walk over
with your students in your classrooms?
Repeat Session description page 17 share
1 SCECH

Session-III 11:15 AM- 12:15 PM
Everything You Need To Know About
Google Forms: Tamara Webster,
Gamma Theta, DKG MI Webmaster
Do you have members with computers,
who can’t make it to meetings? Would
you like to interact with them in a
meaningful and easy way? If
you are wondering how you can
create and store documents
online so that you and your
students can access them anywhere,
anytime, you will learn how to do this in
this session with your Google account.
You can create activities for your students
or your members to do and they can
submit them to you online with no papers
to carry around. The application will
summarize survey results and give you
instant reports. If you are a chapter
committee chair or president or a DKG MI
PAC member, this workshop is essential.
Tamara will show you how to access your
Google drive and do what you need to do
to submit your documents for your state
forms. Bring your device if you have one
or share with a partner. You don’t want to
miss the opportunity to take your digital
skills to the next level.1 SCECH

Olive Oyl's 100th Birthday, Olive
Beeman, Alpha Kappa
In living my life with a name like Olive, I
found that I was going to
have to make friends with a
cartoon character called
Olive Oyl. I found that she
is
charming,
talented,
strong, fickle and easy to
love (as long as you don't cross her.) If you
would care to celebrate her 100th birthday,
along with her many friends, come visit
us. She has much to offer. 1 SCECH

Buffet Luncheon
12:45-1:45 PM
General Membership Meeting

“Success will not
lower its standard to us.
We must raise
our standard
to be successful”
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General Membership Meeting
Key Note Speaker
1:55 - 3:00 pm
Cara Lougheed 2019 Michigan Teacher
of the Year High Leverage and Core

Teaching Practices to Revitalize
Teacher Education
Teacher education and
mentoring
are
Cara’s
passions, second only to
teaching students. Teachers
leave indelible marks on
their
students,
and
sometimes never truly
recognize their impact, but she sees
mentoring as the way to leave a
legacy within the profession. In working as
a Mentor Liaison to Oakland University,
Cara has been a part of the incredible work
being done to revitalize teacher education
in Michigan. She will share these "High
Leverage Practices" and the "Core
Teaching Practices" chosen by the
Michigan Department of Education to be
implemented throughout the state.
1 SCECH

Professional Affairs Committee
Looking for Presiders for DKG
Fall Conference
I am looking forward to
seeing
many
DKG
members at the state Fall
Conference at the Delta
Hotel
in
Muskegon
Michigan.
The state
program committee has
planned an interesting
group of sessions that
should
appeal
to
everyone.
The
Professional
Affairs
Committee, has the responsibility to find
presiders/scribes for each session. The
responsibilities of the presider are: to
make sure the session starts and ends on
time, introduce the speaker, stamp any
SCECH forms if the session qualifies,
and write a short summary of the
session. If you would like to assist with
any session, please let me know. Also,
contact me if there is a particular session
you would like to attend as presider. I
look forward to hearing from many of
you.
**NOTE SCECH now State Certified
Educational Clock Hours
Joanna Coselman, Professional Affairs
Committee Chair. Alpha Alpha
jlcoselman@comcast.net

Membership
A Special Welcome
to Michigan State DKG Inductees
Beta
Twyla Racz*
Mu
Susan D Buck*
Amy Rouleau
Sigma
Mary Blumer
Jamie S Hopkins
Cheryl Stacer-McVey
Upsilon
Barbara A Shepard
Phi
Mary M McGonegle
Kristine S Simpson
Alpha Theta
Deborah Solowczak
Lynn Witmer
Alpha Kappa
Lynnette Patrick *
Alpha Xi
Wendy Brooks *
Bonnie DesRocher

Alpha Rho
Sue Lloyd
Corrine Grace *
Alpha Phi
Ridene Soltesz *
Beta Alpha
Anne E Hosking
Denise A Myers
Patty A Warren
Beta Beta
Toby Ankney
Norma Cook
Beta Kappa
Delphine DeFever
Antoinette Yiberhu
Beta Omicron
Valerie R Conley
Amy R Henrickson
Bobbi Jo Kenyon
Gwen M Luban
Pamela A McKellar

Beta Rho
Linda Beham
Kathryn J Guiberson
Beta Chi
Linda Curry
Karen Fleming
Diane Matson
Gamma Alpha
Lynne G Bemer
Rose A Kelly
Rosa Russenberger
Nancy J Schuyten
Gamma Eta
Karen Magee
Kathryn Johnson
* Reinstated

The DKG Cherry-Buckeye Challenge
Hey, are you up for a challenge? At the leadership conference this summer
in Des Moines, Iowa, our delegation was approached by that of Ohio. They
wanted a contest with Michigan to see who could add the most members to
their respective rosters. Since we all want to increase our membership, we
accepted.
From September 1, 2019, until September 1, 2020, we will compete to see
who adds or reinstates the most members. We will be computing the results by percentage since
they not only have more members than we do, but they also have more chapters.
At stake is our chocolate-covered cherries against their buckeye balls. In addition, the loser will donate $100 to the
Educational Fund in the name of the winner. (I’m really looking forward to those buckeye balls!)
So, ladies, are you ready? I will be sharing tips for increasing membership and out-of-the-box thinking with
representatives from each chapter. Presidents, please send me the name of the person responsible for membership in
your chapter (cdietz02@comcast.net) I look forward to a successful year...and a win.
Submitted by Cindy Dietz, State Membership Chair
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Membership
In Honor
of
or in Remembrance
of our beloved chapter and state
Society members, chapters and
individual
members
can
give
memorials and gifts to the following
Michigan State DKG Funds:
 Kathy

Cashen NE Regional Fund
 Katherine Keeling Professional
Development Fund
 Jane Goudreault Memorial Grant Fund
 Betsey Cooper Leadership Development
Fund
 Presidents’ International Convention Fund
 International Educational Foundation
 Member Supporting Member Fund
*Contributions should be sent to State Treasurer,
Liz VanWestenburg (see contact information on
page 2)

Chapter Presidents and
Membership Chairs
It is very important that the chapters send Form 6
immediately following the death of a chapter member.
No information can be shared in
The Wolverine until this form is
received.
There are many members whose
deaths are observed in chapter
newsletters but the editor cannot
list them in The Wolverine until
Form 6 is sent by the chapter to:
Pamela Olech (Alpha Theta)
2339 Prado Vista Lane
State Necrology
Howell, MI 48843-6820
Chair 2019-2021
olech@pickneypirates.org
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White Roses in Memoriam
Deborah Baker, Alpha Epsilon
Deborah was born in Crawfordsville, IN in 1954. Her
family moved to Three Rivers, MI shortly after where
Deborah graduated from Three Rivers High School in
1972. She then earned her Bachelor of Science degree
from Central Michigan University in 1976. She began her
32-year teaching career at Constantine Public Schools in
1977. She married her husband Steven in 1979 and they
moved to Wyoming in 1981. After she attended graduate
school she taught in a two-room school house for seven
years. The Baker family moved back to Michigan where
Deborah took a position as an elementary teacher at
Sturgis Public Schools from 1988-2010.
Deborah loved watching sports, gardening, attending
concerts, camping and traveling with her husband and
three daughters.
Deborah was initiated into the Alpha Epsilon chapter in
May 2010. She always volunteered for various activities
in the chapter. She was a Key Group Chair.
February 16, 1954 - October 26, 2018

Helen M. Toivonen, Chi, then State Member
Helen Anttila Toivonen graduated from Mass City
High School in 1951 and married in 1952. Helen
worked at the Mass Branch of the Citizens State Bank
until 1966, when she decided to go to college,
obtaining her Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees from
Northern Michigan University.
In 1969, she began teaching fifth grade, then went on to
teach business, typing, shorthand and accounting
classes at the Ontonagon Area High School until her
retirement in 1993. She dedicated her life to her
students, took great pride in their accomplishments,
and valued their friendship.
During her career she served on the Michigan Business
Education Association state board, and mentored the
Business & Office Education Club, with her students
taking part in state and national competitions. In 1991,
Helen received the Master Teacher of Secondary
Business Education Award.
Helen became an active member of Chi Chapter in
September 1975, serving in leadership roles and
participating in the chapter’s projects and programs.
She was an active member of Chi Chapter until its
dissolution. She then joined Alpha Iota State where
she remained a member until her death.
July 28, 1933 - September 24, 2018

Membership
White Roses in Memoriam
Dr. Barbara Ruth Coulter, Zeta
Barbara Ruth Bowen was born in Detroit, Michigan. After
graduating with honors from Northwestern High School,
Barbara went on to earn her Bachelors in Elementary
Education, Masters in Guidance and Counseling, and
Doctorate in Curriculum and Instruction from Wayne State
University, where she would later serve as adjunct professor
for the Student Teacher Training Program, and at Michigan
State University.
A committed educator, she began her teaching career 46
years ago at McGraw Elementary School as a classroom
teacher. During her 50 year career with Detroit Public
Schools, Dr. Coulter served in many roles: elementary
teacher, reading coordinator, assistant principal, Curriculum
Director; and Director of Language Education, retiring as
Director of Communication Arts in December of 1996. She
was involved in the first federal funding for the Great Cities
Project, and also for the Cambell Communication Skill
Center.
Dr. Coulter was an active member of Zeta Chapter,
Michigan State DKG, for 43 years, joining in November of
1975.
February 1, 1927 - September 15, 2018

Nancy A. Campbell, Gamma Eta
Nancy Dagwell was a 1948 graduate of Mackinaw
City High School. Nancy received a B.S. from Wayne
State University and Central Michigan University in
Elementary Arts and Reading in 1952 and went on to
obtain her M.A. in reading from CMU in 1964.
Nancy began her teaching career in Farmington,
Michigan in 1952, teaching kindergarten. After
returning to Mackinaw City in 1960, Nancy was active
as a substitute teacher at all grade levels. Her favorite
experience was subbing in the area’s country one-room
schools. She often said that having all levels in one
room was fun. Hired full time by Mackinaw City
Public Schools, Nancy taught kindergarten, fourth,
fifth, and sixth grades. She also served as Title One
Teacher for grades K-12, retiring in 1990 after thirty
years of service.
Nancy was a charter member of Gamma Eta chapter,
joining on October 27, 1984. She served as Chairman
of the History Committee and as Parliamentarian. She
was chosen as Chapter Woman of Distinction in 2006,
and received the Lifetime Service Award in 2018.
December 11, 1930 - January 1, 2019

Cheryl A. Huttenga, Alpha Kappa
Cheryl was born in Ozark, Alabama on December 30, 1944, to Jacob and Elizabeth (Kaechele) Huttenga. She
graduated from Muskegon High School in 1963, and earned her teaching degree from Northern Arizona University. A
special education teacher at Nims and Moon Elementary schools, and Muskegon High School in the Muskegon Public
School system until her retirement in 2000, Cheryl dedicated her whole life to children with special needs.
In 1974, Cheryl joined Alpha Kappa Chapter where she was an active member, and served as chapter president.
December 30, 1944 - January 8, 2019

Frances E. Issac, Beta Alpha
Born February 17, 1918 to Frank and Laura T. (Adams) Minges in Battle Creek Township, Michigan, Frances was a
1935 graduate of Lakeview High School, and received her Bachelors of Music Education from Michigan State College
(now MSU) in 1939.
She began her teaching career in Fraser and Quincy, Michigan in the late 1930’s, taught for the Lakeview Schools at
Prairieview Elementary until the mid-1940’s, resumed teaching at Harper Creek from 1964 - and retired in 1980 after
teaching seven years in Battle Creek Public Schools.
Joining Beta Alpha Chapter in 1970, she served on various committees in her chapter, and was recognized as Chapter
Woman of Distinction by Beta Alpha in 1987, 1989, and 2006. Francis was the State Music Chair for many years. She
was also a member of MARSP and was included in Who’s Who of American Women.
A lifetime member of Sigma Alpha Iota Professional Music Fraternity, and a member of Alpha Xi Delta Sorority,
Frances’ love of music led her to become a charter member of the Battle Creek Community Chorus. She also sang in
her church choir and directed the Hand Bell Choir.
February 17, 1918 - January 21, 2019

They lived and brought a bit
of beauty, love, and faith.
Now their lives will ever be reflected in our hearts.
Summer/ Fall 2019 The Wolverine Page 21

Membership
White Roses in Memoriam
Carole Kathleen Straayer, Beta Beta
Carole was born in Jackson, Michigan to parents
Joseph and Maude Vivian (Whitney) Kerr. Carole
graduated from Jackson High School and went on to
receive her Bachelors and Master’s degrees from
Eastern Michigan University. She retired after 43
years as an elementary school teacher with Jackson
Public Schools, a job she loved.
Carole joined Beta Beta Chapter in 1979. She was
an active member, serving as President of Beta Beta
Chapter during 1998-2004, and again in 2010-2011.
She also served as Communications Co-chair,
Membership Co-chair, and Parliamentarian. Carole
was honored for her service to Beta Beta as Chapter
Woman of Distinction in 2000. She also was
instrumental in reactivating the Cascades Council
where she served as President and Treasurer.
January 4, 1934 - January 26, 2019

Virginia Magerta, Beta Epsilon
Virginia was retired from the Van Dyke School
District where she taught second and fourth grade.
for 34 years.
She was married to her husband Walter for 54
years. They had one son, David. Virginia had 4
grandchildren.
Virginia was a member of Beta Epsilon for 50
years. During this time she served as chapter
secretary and auditor for several years.
Her friends and family say that she was an amazing
women and will be missed.
September 28, 1933 - June 10, 2019

Dorothy Louise Weiss, Iota, then State Member
Dorothy became a member of Iota Chapter in
Saginaw, Michigan on April 1, 1962. She was a
very active member of her chapter, serving on
chapter committees and working on programs and
projects. When her chapter dissolved she chose to
keep her membership as an Alpha Iota State
member.
She was a dedicated educator who taught many
students and enriched their lives.
She will be
missed by family and friends.
December 1, 1927 - February 22, 2019

Claramae Vivian, Alpha Zeta
Claramae Vivian was born in Detroit to parents Jack
and Clara Vivian. She graduated from Olivet College in 1948, and received her Master’s Degree from
the University of Michigan in 1954. Claramae
taught English, Spanish, and journalism at
Marysville High School from 1948 until her retirement in 1981.
She was initiated into Alpha Zeta Chapter in 1962,
and was a member for 57 years. She was an active
member of her chapter, serving on numerous committees.
The epitome of a classy lady, Claramae will be remembered by her former students who respected and
admired her.
August 21, 1926 - February 23, 2019

Bequest of Delta Kappa Gamma Pins
In the event of my death, I respectively request that my family donate my Delta Kappa Gamma Pins
to:__________________________ Chapter or to the Michigan (Alpha Iota) State Organization
Signed: ___________________________________________
Date: _____________________________________________
Please cut this out or make a copy and place with your pins, so that your heirs will know
what to do with them.
Honor a future member with your legacy.
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Connecticut International Conference
Delta Kappa Gamma held its 2019 Global Awareness International Conference July 30 – August 1 in Mashantucket,
Connecticut. Members from the Northeast Region and beyond met at the Foxwoods Resort Casino owned and operated
by the Mashantucket Pequot Tribal Nation. This beautiful venue was the site of many exciting sessions and workshops.
At the opening session, members heard about the Sustainable Development Goals developed by the United Nations.
SDGs include: No Poverty, Zero Hunger, Good Health and Well-Being, Quality Education, Gender Equality, Clean
Water and Sanitation, Affordable and Clean Energy, Decent Work and Economic Growth, Industry Innovation and
Infrastructure, Reduced Inequalities, Sustainable Cities and Communities, Responsible Consumption and Production,
Climate Action, Life Below Water, Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions, and Partnerships for the Goals.
We were also intrigued by a visit from Connecticut state heroine, Prudence Crandall,
who was a teacher and activist. Donna Dufresne gave a stunning performance of this
Quaker woman who established an academy for the education of African American
girls and women. Her school was the first integrated classroom in the United States.
Although her case was dismissed, notes from her subsequent arrest and litigation were
a precursor to Brown vs Board of Education.
Later in the conference, Marion Blumenthal Lazan was
inducted as an honorary member of Delta Kappa Gamma
International. She told us about her experiences during the
World War II Holocaust. After being captured at age four and
held in a concentration camp for six and a half years, she was
liberated and has gone on to speak to over a million people.
Her message is one of “respect, tolerance, acceptance,
perseverance, and hope.” You can learn more about her story
in her book, “Four Perfect Pebbles: A HOLOCAUST
Donna
Dufresne
portrays
Prudence Campbell
who STORY.”
started the first school for During the final night’s banquet, Delta Kappa Gamma
African-American girls
attendees were entertained by the Global Awareness Chorus.
Our own Michigan State Immediate Past President, Nancy
Everett, led this group as its Choral Director. Her beautiful voice was also heard as the featured
soloist.
As one of the members in attendance from Michigan, I thoroughly enjoyed the many speakers
and workshop sessions. Gamma member J-Jay Pechta presented information from the Golden
Gift Fund Committee. She encouraged members to apply for its leadership opportunity, “DKG
Marion Lazan holds
Ignite.”
up a star that all
If you were unable to attend this conference, make plans to attend the Delta Kappa Gamma
Jews had to wear.
International Convention next year in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Save the dates: July 7-11,
2020. This promises to be an EXCELLENT
event. See you there.

Toni Behrenrdt, Beta Alpha, a
first timer to attend regional
conference, receives a check
that covers her registration fee
from
Mary
Oram
State
Scholarship Chair

The Michigan Delegation to the International Global Awareness Conference
were: Back row L to R: Nancy Everett, Dr. Dorothy Sample, J-Jay Pechta,
Linda McLean
Front Row L to R: Toni Behrendt, Mary Oram, Carol
Trembath, and Marilyn Hopkins
Submitted by Mary Oram, Gamma, State Scholarship Chair
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Chapter News
A Simple Act of Kindness
Our Gamma Theta had a yard sale on a Saturday, a fund-raiser for our Chapter of Key Women
Educators, and something special happened.
Nine women from hither and yon arrived at 8:30 for the set-up. Water bottles and ice showed
up, cookies and cold drinks for the workers, approximately a thousand plastic shopping bags,
and many tables. Boxes and bags were dragged out of cars and the house. In record time,
everything was ready to go, tables overflowing with an incredible range of items - everything
from squirt guns and sheets to a fish costume. We crossed out the “No Early Sales” sign and the
sale began.
It was a long, tiring day, but we made over $370. By five o’clock, everything had been packed
up, the tables taken down, and the leftover items on their way to a migrant program, a thrift
shop, and other worthy places. My yard was once again my yard, except for a child’s bicycle and a lamp, which we set
on the curb. They were snapped up within a few hours.
Something else happened, though. As we worked together, we laughed, told stories, and shared concerns. We grew to
know each other better. We all pitched in when things got busy, and sat down and chatted when it was slow. We were
a team.
In time, a very large man on a bicycle came by and stopped. He was panting, and it looked as if he might fall over, any
moment. He happened to be black, and he appeared to be a bit impaired cognitively. Someone offered him water.
Someone else offered him a seat and encouraged him to sit down and rest. He did. She then took his pulse and offered
to call an ambulance if he needed it. Eventually his breathing settled down. Someone offered him food. He took just
one bite of the pizza that was given to him. One of the women thought he seemed familiar. After a few minutes, she
asked him his name. He told her, and she realized he had been one of her students at the Learning Center in Lawrence,
more than 20 years ago. She called to one of the other women, who had been his homeroom teacher. They both joked
with him and reminded him of those days. He stayed for nearly an hour and then was on his way again, refreshed and
rested.
These days we hear so much about people being judged, marginalized and experiencing prejudice as “the other.” They
are Muslim; they are Jewish; they are black or brown; they are simply considered “the other.” In this case, though, a
man who others might tend to avoid or even fear was met with kindness and compassion. It was heartwarming to see
this happening, and to find in this simple interaction, hope for our country. Wherever there are little pockets of
kindness and compassion, we have hope. I am proud to be affiliated with such women. We are Delta Kappa Gamma.

Omicron Chapter Welcomes New Members!
The 2018-2019 year has brought Omicron two new members, Dr. Marie Baxter and Alyssa Anderson; and the return
of Linda Dean, a former member! The new members had installation ceremonies in December and in May.
Dr. Marie Baxter is a former history professor. She has traveled extensively in her studies and is proficient in several
languages. She enjoys studying the history of perfumes and has
become an expert. She shared her talents with the Omicron Chapter
and certainly opened new realizations and appreciation for scent in our
culture. Dr. Baxter brings Omicron her enthusiasm and extensive
background.
Alyssa Anderson is a teacher at Jackson School of the Arts. Alyssa is
working on her Master’s Degree in Art Therapy. She shared her skills
with the Omicron Chapter in a fascinating and informational seminar.
She is new to Jackson and Omicron was delighted to welcome her! She
is not new to Delta Kappa Gamma, as her mother is Laura Ruggles, a
member of Sigma Chapter.
Linda Dean returned to Omicron after a brief absence when she was
called to care for her family. Linda is a retired teacher from Michigan
Center Public Schools.
Omicron is delighted to welcome Marie,
L to R: Alyssa Anderson, Dr. Gedy Love Alyssa, and Linda!
(Omicron President), Dr. Marie Baxter
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Chapter News
News from the Flint Area Coordinating Council
The Flint Area Coordinating Council’s annual spring brunch was held April 13 at Brookwood Golf and Conference
Center in Burton for members of Mu, Alpha Alpha and Alpha Omega chapters. Hosted by Alpha Omega, the speaker
was State Representative Sheryl Kennedy.
Dr. Kennedy, with a background of 30 years in education, was elected to the State House in
November 2018. Her speech focused on her personal path to empowerment with lessons for all
women. She credited mentors with giving her the confidence to move from a “50’s style” upbringing
to leadership roles. Her story spoke to many of us. Though unofficially taking on responsibilities as a
“team player,” it took 7 tries for her to be placed in an actual administrative position. Dr. Kennedy
posits that women’s cooperative outlook and perfectionist tendencies put them at a disadvantage in
advancement. Women usually feel they must meet every requirement. Men, generally of a more
competitive nature, tend to feel that having only a few of the job requirements qualifies them for a position. The talk
ended with a challenge to identify that daughter, granddaughter, student, neighbor, girl who needs our mentorship to
become a leader. Judge Aquilina’s affirmation, first heard at the DKG 2018 Spring Convention, finished the program.
“Go out and do magnificent things!”
Submitted by Kathy O’Neill, Alpha Omega Chapter

MARSHALL ISLANDS
By Sandy Stein - Alpha Zeta Chapter

For thousands of years, Marshallese people have embraced their ocean environment
of more than 1,200 islands (mostly uninhabited) scattered across 750,000 sq. miles
of ocean between Hawaii and Australia. The ocean state continues to face more
challenges. As global temperatures increase and sea levels rise, “1.5oC to stay
alive,” is the mantra of survival among the Pacific activists.
As Marshallese students, who speak English and whose currency is the U.S. Dollar,
view the lesson on the chalkboard, “Climate Change,” they
learn that this reality is all too urgent for them!!! With their
islands at 6 ft. above sea level at the highest point and a
prediction of 1 to 4 ft. rise of sea levels by 2100, they know
they must be leaders and vigilant in how to preserve their
Marshall Island Outreach
islands and their sacred land.
School
Among the other issues: health concerns related to the USA
nuclear weapons testing (1946 to 1958 of 67 bombs),
unemployment and building educational capacity.
Alpha Zeta is beginning our 4th year of sending teacher and student
supplies to several of the islands, Majuro and Ebeye. We will also be
sending books to the islands Lib and Ebon, with the help of island
friends. Also
With the help of Loretta Case, Principal of Delap Elementary School
Happy Receiving in Majuro, Deo LeEddo Keju, Administrator at Kwaj Atoll, and Mrs.
Colored Pencils
Euelene Maie, Mayor of Lib; and knowing that sometimes this means
delivery by a small boat with a journey of about 4 hours across the
ocean., supplies will be delivered. Thank you, Deo!!!
With the closing of Kimball Elementary in Port Huron we have 64 boxes of books and
teaching materials to repack and send to the islands this fall. Our packing date is Monday, Many boxes of supplies
September 16, 2019, 10 a.m., at my home. Our effort and generosity continue to be waiting to be shipped to
the Marshall Islands.
welcomed and appreciated by our Marshall Island teachers and student friends.

Visit the Alpha Iota State Website at DKGMichigan.org for:
►Forms
►President’s Newsletters

►Scholarship and Grant-in-aid Applications
►Chapter Resource Section
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Chapter News
Beta Sigma Chapter News
At their May 11, 2019, meeting in Menominee, Michigan, Beta Sigma Chapter presented its Chapter’s Woman of
Achievement award to Darlene (Dolly) Salmi, from Rapid River, Michigan. Dolly has been a dedicated member of
DKG for 33 years. She is the editor of our group’s newsletter, “The Blizzard” and has been for
many years. “The Blizzard” received the DKG Michigan State Organization’s highest rating of
exemplary again this year, as it has for many consecutive previous years. This professional,
award winning newsletter is edited and published by Dolly four times annually. This is a
monumental task which is greatly appreciated by our members who look forward to receiving it.
Dolly is definitely a valued, talented and exemplary member of Beta Sigma, who was honored as
our Chapter’s Woman of Distinction in 2012.
Dolly’s 28+ year teaching career in Michigan, included: Clarkston, Escanaba, and her final 26
years as a first grade teacher at Mid-Peninsula School in Rock, MI.
Dolly resides in Rapid River, MI with her husband Al. They have four children: Allen, Michael, Sarah, and Bradley.
They now have twelve grandchildren. Dolly is an active member of her First Lutheran Church in Gladstone, the
Reading Buddy program, and she and her husband are involved with the Patriot Guard, honoring our Armed Forces at
funerals.
Also honored and recognized at the Beta Sigma Chapter’s May meeting was June
(Pauline) Hill of Kingsford, Michigan. She was presented with two awards which
were issued to her from Michigan’s State DKG . She received the Alpha Iota State’s
Lifetime Service Award, and the Alpha Iota State’s Longevity Award. These awards
honor members for their contributions to education and the longevity of their
commitment to the Delta Kappa Gamma organization. Pauline has been instrumental
with contributions both to the DKG society and to the educational lives of countless
children and adults. Pauline has been a dedicated, active member of Beta Sigma
Chapter for 48 years! She was honored as our Chapter’s Woman of Distinction in
2011.
Pauline’s 34 year teaching career in Michigan, included: Brimley, Waterford
Township, Garden, and her final 29 years in Iron Mountain, MI at East Elementary.
She taught grades 1 and 2 throughout her career. After her retirement, she was trained
in California on administering standardized assessments for the Nation’s Report Card.
For 10 additional years after her retirement from teaching, she was the assessment
Debbie Hill presents awards to coordinator who lead a team to administer standardized tests in the Upper Peninsula,
Pauline Hill (seated)
Northern Lower Peninsula, and Northern Wisconsin.

Beta Rho Chapter News
Beta Rho members celebrated their 46th birthday in style at Angelo's
Northwood Villa in Erie, Michigan. Members enjoyed a delicious dinner
and awards were presented.
Beta Rho presented the 2019 Friend of Education Award to Carol Franks
and The Bedford Lions Club for their outstanding support and noteworthy
service to education in Monroe County. Carol Franks is an exemplary
volunteer at Douglas Road Elementary devoting up to 35 hours a week to
volunteering.
The Bedford Lions Club has
provided scholarships, sponsored fine arts activities,
provided eye screenings locally and worldwide to mention only a few ways that they support the
community
Sharon Throm was presented the Beta Rho Chapter Women of Distinction for 2019.
In June members met to plan the 2019-20 program and in July members planned and served
lunch at Holiday Camp, a camp for Monroe County youth with disabilities.
Submitted by Kathy Heatherly, Beta Rho
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International News
Need Money
For Professional
Development?

DKG International
Educational Foundation
Donations are 100% tax deductible for
U.S. citizens
Celebrate by Giving
 Give to the Educational Foundation to honor






your friends, your mentors, your chapter,
yourSELF.
Give to the Educational Foundation to memorialize your loved ones.
Give to the Educational Foundation to celebrate an achievement, to
recognize your champions.
Give a dollar for each year - Give a dollar for every year of membership
or the equivalent of your age on your birthday as a way to pass on the good
works to future members.
More information is available on the website. www.dkgef.org

Gallery of Fine Arts

The Arts and Humanities Jury is entrusted with the
organization and implementation of The DKG Gallery of Fine
Arts, an online publication and display of DKG members’ creative
works. The online Gallery includes: Literary Efforts, Two-and-Three
Dimensional Art, Performance Art, Photography, and Crafts.
Michigan State DKG has many creative and talented members. Look at all
submissions online at dkg.org. Encourage chapter members to apply.
Check International website for submission dates and downloadable form.
Schools for Africa is a joint
campaign founded by UNICEF, the
Nelson Mandela Foundation, and the
Hamburg Society to promote
education for children in Africa.
The campaign will increase access to
quality basic education for children
with special focus on girls, orphans and vulnerable children.
UNICEF is working with governments, local authorities,
communities and other partners.
What Your Money Can Do:







Build and rehabilitate 1,000 schools
Create schools that offer a safe and protective environment
where children can learn and play
Provide access to clean water and separate sanitation
facilities in schools
Supply exercise books, pens, proper furniture and other
school and sports materials
Train 100,000 teachers to provide children with quality
education and basic life skills
Educate children about proper hygiene and HIV
prevention as this knowledge is passed on to siblings,
parents, and the community-at-large

Visit www.schoolsforafrica.com or under UNICEF and see a
video and slide show.

Travel, hotel,
meals, substitutes,
conference/seminar expenses?

We have a deal for you!
Cornetet Professional
Development Awards
Available to members and
non-members
Up to $2000
Three award cycles:
September 1, February 1, May 1
Go to: www.dkgef.org
1. Click on Apply
2. Click on Cornetet Professional
Development Individual
3. Click on Application to download

NEW YORK CITY GETAWAY
Following the 2020 International Convention in Philadelphia
Round trip transfers to and from the Marriott NYC Hotel and Penn
Station are included.

5 DAYS |

July 12-16, 2020

Double Room $2,199

Uncover the best of the East Coast’s
cultural capital. New York City is home to
some of the country’s most significant
sites, and this is your chance to experience
the highlights of the city. Attend Broadway
shows, honor the lives lost on 9/11, and
learn about inspiring immigration stories
on Ellis Island. Whether you’re exploring
Central Park during the day or visiting the
Empire State Building at night, you’ll see
why New York is rightfully known as the
City That Never Sleeps.
DKG Ambassador:
Tracey Dusch

E: trae917@brockwaytv.com
P: 814.771.7773
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THE

W O LVE R IN E
THE WOLVERINE
J-Jay Pechta, Editor
3520 N. Hillsdale Road
Hillsdale, MI 49242

THE WOLVERINE
A Publication of
DKG Michigan Organization
The Delta Kappa Gamma
Society International
Published three times yearly
Summer/Fall - Winter - Spring
Annual membership dues includes
subscription to
The Wolverine

October 15, 2019
Deadline for Winter Wolverine

Mission Statement
The Delta Kappa Gamma
Society International
promotes professional and personal
growth of women educators and
excellence in education.

Did you know that the first letters in

Delta Kappa Gamma are the first
letters in the Greek words for

Teacher, Key, and Women?

Dates to Remember

October 4-5, 2019
Executive Board and Fall Conference
Delta Hotel, 939 Third Street
Muskegon, Michigan 49688
November 8-10, 2019
Women in the Arts Retreat
Kettunen Center,14901 4-H Drive
Tustin, MI 49688
April 24-26, 2020
DKG Michigan State Convention
Executive Board and General Membership Meeting
Double Tree (Hilton) Thomas Edison Inn
800 Harker St., Port Huron, MI 49060
July 7-11, 2020
DKG International Convention
J W Marriott Downtown
Philadelphia, PA

