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As I woke this morning to a world draped in fluffy blankets of white, I once
again marveled at the wonder of the seasons and as the song says, “to
everything turn, turn, turn. There is a season, turn, turn, turn, and a time to
every purpose, under heaven.” As most of us remember this famous song by
the Byrds, we also know that life without CHANGE would be boring indeed.
We all revel in the change of seasons and the holidays and traditions that they
bring with them. We also use the holidays and traditions to CONNECT with
friends and family.
Many CHANGES occurred this summer at International Convention in Austin,
Texas, and changes are in the process of being implemented as the Standing
Rules and Constitutional Amendments were adopted. One of the biggest
changes was the names of the State Organizations. The final approval for this
change was decided at the November meeting of the International Executive
Board. We will know be known as Michigan State Organization, formerly
known as Alpha Iota State. All of these changes will be printed in the spring
edition of The Wolverine and then voted on at the State Convention on
Mackinac Island on May 3-5 at the Grand Hotel. Be sure to follow through
with your CONNECTIONS through The Wolverine, your state website, your
International website, your chapter newsletters, letters from your State
President and other publications that come to you either through print or via
the web as part of your dues to our organization. In this day and age, there are
many ways to stay CONNECTED with your sisters, but also remember the old
fashioned ones as well, such as face to face, writing letters, telephone, cards
and gatherings.
It has been a mere 18 months since I retired as an active, hands on classroom
elementary school teacher. I am simply amazed at how fast the technology and
way things are done in our schools have changed.! That merely emphasizes
how we as teachers have to remain CONNECTED in order to stay up-to-date
with the CHANGES that are happening in education today.
continued on page 2
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I know that it would be easy to say that, (I am retired and I do not have
to stay in tune to what is happening.) If we care about our children and
our future it would behoove us to stay in the know and keep up-to -date
on how we can help make a difference in the educational world.. If you
are a part of this organization and are actively recruiting new members,
you are doing your part to be COMMITTED be CHALLENGED, make
CHANGE and be CONNECTED! Once a teacher, always a teacher.
Keep up the good work!
Nancy W. Everett, Alpha Iota State President, (2017-2019)
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1ST VICE PRESIDENT FROM TENNESSEE
WILL BE ATTENDING OUR
MICHIGAN CONVENTION ON
MACKINAC ISLAND

Laura Chang
Michigan’s
2018-2019
Teacher of the Year
will be the
Keynote Speaker at the
Convention Luncheon and
Will present a session.
See Pages 17 and 21
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Alpha Iota State’s
Grants and Scholarship
Opportunities
See Page 6

Mackinac Island
Convention
Registration Materials
Information, Schedule,
Sessions
See Pages 17-22

State Committees
Getting Ready for the Presidents’ Procession
At the Alpha Iota State Convention, we will celebrate and honor our chapter presidents during
the Presidents’ Banquet. The gala is Saturday, May 4, 2019, at the Grand Hotel on Mackinac
Island, MI. So, as the late Dr. Paula Dent used to say, “Wear your prettiest dress” and allow us
to present our chapter presidents to the membership and thank them for serving their chapters
and DKG. The immediate past state president is responsible for coordinating the Presidents’
Procession. To make sure things go smoothly, we need to have an accurate count and names of
those who will be participating in the procession that evening. If you are unable to attend the
banquet and participate in the procession, please send a representative to stand in for you. We
would like to have every chapter represented. If, however, there will be no representative from
your chapter, please let us know. We will have a rehearsal for the procession. The rehearsal will
immediately follow the Executive Board and General Membership meeting on the evening before the
banquet. All chapter presidents or their representatives should plan on attending this rehearsal.
Please use the form below to RSVP your attendance and participation in the procession and email the
information to: Dorothy Sample, dkgdorothysample@gmail.com or, if necessary, mail the form to: Dorothy
Sample, 3335 Westwood, Parkway, Flint, MI 48503
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Presidents’ Procession, Grand Hotel, Mackinac Island, MI - May 4, 2019
Chapter: _______________________________________________
Location of Chapter: (Geographically) __________________________________________President or Co-presidents
Names:* ___________________________________________ ___________________________________________
Indicate if you are a substitute _________________

Check here if no one is representing the Chapter

*If needed, include name pronunciation help.__________________________________________________________
Submitted by Dorothy E. Sample, PhD, Mu, Alpha Iota State Immediate Past President

Lifetime Service Award Honors Members
During the last biennium, many chapters in Alpha Iota State have honored longtime
members with the Lifetime Service Award. Does your chapter have members who fit the
following categories: the woman has been a DKG member for at least fifty years or has
reached the age of eighty?
This award seeks to honor those members for their important contributions to education and
to DKG. It is an opportunity to applaud the actions of these members who have given much
to our profession and the field of education and to The Delta Kappa Gamma Society
International. They have had a positive impact on the education and the lives of many
students, and their accomplishments are significant to the history of the Society.
Showcasing the work of these honorees will also help all members understand the past, the projects and the
legacy of their chapter. When the certificate is presented, give special honor to the recipient by sharing her
life story in education and DKG. Take pictures and send an account of the honor to The Wolverine.
Celebrate the women of your chapter. Acknowledge and applaud their accomplishments!
On the state organization’s website, www.dkgmichigan.org, there is more information about the award and
the award process. For the application and to obtain the certificate, please look under “Resources,” then
“State Forms.” Celebrate and acknowledge the women of your chapter. They are generous, dedicated,
hardworking women educators. They are the heart of DKG!
(The Lifetime Service Award counts for one point towards the Award of the Rose).
Submitted by Dorothy E. Sample, PhD, Mu, Alpha Iota State Immediate Past President
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State Committees
Supporting World Fellowship
We had another very
successful sale in support of
World
Fellowship
and
Funding Our Purposes at the
beautiful H Hotel in
Midland, MI on September
29th. First, allow me to send
a huge thank you to the
chapters who sent an item to
raffle. We had 30 items to raffle: 11 were in the
yellow ticket category and 19 were in the green
ticket category. We raised a record $1,732 for the
organization. Thank you also for the many buyers
of tickets. Without your financial support, we
could not go forward! Thanks, as well, to those
who helped in selling tickets—you ladies were
awesome!
Second, just a reminder that in May at the Grand
Hotel we are suggesting that items for World
Fellowship be smaller and lighter in size since
they must be carried over (and back) on the ferry.
If you intend to donate gift cards, remember that
they should be for a statewide (rather than local)
retail establishment. As creative as chapter gifts
were in Midland, I look forward to the
possibilities for the May convention.
Finally, I just want to remind the chapters that
there are two categories for the World Fellowship
Auction donations. Items that have a value of $50
or less are given yellow tickets. They are sold at
6 tickets for $5. Items valued over $50 are green
tickets and are sold at 3 tickets for $10. The
prices of these tickets have not been raised in over
8 years! We need items for each category. It
might be helpful for members purchasing tickets
to bring self-adhesive address labels to put their
information on the back of the tickets. It will save
lots of writing time! We anticipate great gifts for
the auction. Thanks again for your generosity.
Submitted by Joyce Daglow, Gamma,
State World Fellowship Chair

The Personnel Committee
Announces
Staff Vacancy
The Personnel Committee announces one staff
vacancy, effective July 1, 2019, for:
State Editor
The vacancy occurs due to term limits after 10 years of
service.
The one year probationary contract begins July 1,
2019. A subsequent contract will cover three years
from July 1, 2020-June 30, 2023.
According to Alpha Iota State Bylaws,
Article 7, Section 2, G, Editor (employed)
Duties:
 Prepare and publish three issues of The Wolverine
annually and the Convention Program Booklet.
 Coordinate activities with a commercial printer and
mailer
 Coordinate with the state photographer for pictures
at State events.
Qualifications include:
Demonstrated expertise in the following areas:
 Interpersonal Communication Skills
 Organizational and Journalism Skills
 Microsoft Computer/Word Processing, Excel,
Publisher and Picture Manager Software Skills
 Time Management/ Prioritizing Skills to Meet
Deadlines
 Perform other duties as directed by the president
and the Executive Board
 Willingness to attend State Events as well as
Northeast Regionals and/or International
Conventions for training
The application deadline is March 1, 2019.
Information and application forms are available on the
website dkgmichigan.org.
Completed application forms are to be mailed or
emailed to: dkg.gloria@gmail.com
Submitted by Gloria Fisher, Nu, State Personnel Chair
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State Committees
The Ins and Outs of Historical Document Storage
What kind of documents does Alpha Iota State store and where? What about individual chapters?
What do they store and where? Does the State organization provide storage for individual chapters?
First, as the current Historical Document Chair, I collect the following documents for a biennium:
1.
The current Roster of State Officers and Chairpersons (PAC)
2.
Executive Board/General Membership Minutes Fall Conferences(2) and Spring
Conventions (2)
3.
State Financial Reports: Budgets (2); End of Year Balance Sheets (2); Audit Reports (2.)
4.
All copies of The Wolverine published during the biennium
5.
Printed Programs for the two Spring Conventions
The documents are saved and, once the minutes of the 2nd Spring Convention are approved at the first Fall Conference
of the next biennium, everything is gathered along with the Microfiche tape and is shipped or taken to the Microfiche
company who copies the documents and updates the microfiche tape. The documents are then put on Compact Discs
(CDs) with copies made for the President, Executive Secretary, and Historical Document Chair (and Treasurer if she
requests it.) When the documents are returned to the Historical Documents Chair, she then distributes them.
Since 2009, when Alpha Iota State started copying the information, the Historical Documents Storage Chair’s disc
and the Microfiche tape have been stored in a small waterproof/fireproof safe with the current Chair. This safe is the
same size (15.5 in wide x 13.5 in high x 12.5in deep) as the one in Grand Rapids so there is no additional room for
chapter documents.
This summer, I went to Grand Rapids to investigate the safe that is stored there with Kent Records. It contains our
paper records from 1938 to 2009. J-Jay Pechta, Editor, has copies of all issues of The Wolverine since they wouldn’t
fit in the safe there.
Chapters currently store records in a variety of ways and probably store different records than we do at Alpha Iota
State. Lots of chapters use boxes; some store things with a nearby college or university; others may use private
storage. If you would like to share with other chapters suggestions of what you have done in regards to historical
storage of chapter documents, please contact me, and I will share these in the spring issue of The Wolverine.
We are also looking at ways to reduce our copying and storage costs. The scanning, copying and shipping for this
biennium is $169.54 not counting my cost to ship the materials to them. Also, we discovered that it costs $15 a month
to store one safe at Kent Record or $360.00 a biennium. Since that safe does not have to be moved every time we get
a new Historical Documents Chair, we’re looking for a way to put that older info in a different form or find a less
expensive spot to keep the safe. We also plan to try using thumb drives instead of CDs. Any thoughts or your ideas
and input would be appreciated!
Submitted by Lynne Elsesser, Gamma Alpha, State Historical Documents Chair,
H 248-348-0335; C 248-895-9598, elsessllyn@gmail.com

Calling All Chapters to Select Their Chapter Woman of Distinction
Now is the time to submit your chapter’s choice for Chapter Woman of Distinction. The criteriais
decided by your chapter. It may be someone who has received an honor at her school, a retiree who
does volunteer work or a member who has contributed much to her chapter. Honorees will be
recognized at the Sunday morning Awards Breakfast at our State Convention on Mackinac Island.
Forms are available on the state website, dkgmichigan.org, or I will send you one by snail mail. Please submit by
March 15, 2019. They may be submitted online or sent to me at: Shaila Jehle, 2323 Melton Dr., Howell, MI 48843
Submitted by Shaila Jehle, Alpha Theta, State Personal Growth and Services Chair

Wear your Key pin
with pride as it is a mark of distinction
and reflects the rich traditions of
The Delta Kappa Gamma
Society International.

Key Woman Educator Pin
Pin shows gold laurel leaves with a diamond setting.
An open red rose with green leaves outlined in gold
on a black background is in the center.
The DKG letters are in red. Gold letters read
“KEY WOMEN EDUCATORS.”
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State Committees
Opportunities for Scholarships and Grants
Delta Kappa Gamma has competitive scholarships at both the state and the international level. There
are grants for educators working on a graduate degree, and retaining or seeking an additional
endorsement in education. The DKG Educational Foundation grants more than $150,000 each year to
support creative projects, seminars, and professional development. Many years these scholarship and
grants are never awarded because no one applies. Take a chance and apply.
Alpha Iota State offers non-competitive grants to attend the International Convention or the Northeast
Regional Conference. This year the Kathy Cashen Grant will be available to attend the Northeast Regional
Conference in Connecticut. It will be held at the Foxwoods Resort and Casino in Mashantucket, CT July 30 - August
1, 2019. This grant will provide a one time only stipend, to one member from each chapter to partially cover the cost
of her registration. The amount of the grant will be dependent on the number of applicants (limited to one per
chapter).
Two $1,000 scholarships, two $500 scholarships for retraining or additional endorsements, and one $800 scholarship
for graduate study may be awarded at the Spring Convention. Information and application forms are on the Alpha
Iota Website: dkgmichigan.org; see “State forms” under “Resources.” Please contact the committee chair for help
and questions. You may also check with your chapter president or the website for the guidelines in the State Bylaws
and Standing Rules publication. The application for the Kathy Cashen Grant needs to be submitted by April 1,
2019.
Guidelines and application forms for the International grants and scholarships can be found online at www.dkg.org .
There are scholarships available from $2,000 to $10,000 for educational enrichment and help in funding additional
degrees.
At the close of convention we have drawings. Judy Periat; Beta Lambda; Laura Ruggles, Sigma; and Carol Kindt,
Alpha Xi had their registration for State Fall Conference paid from the Member-to-Member drawing.
For help or questions contact:
Judi Fisher, Gamma Alpha, State Scholarship Chair
20180 Rippling Lane, Northville, MI 48167, judifisher@yahoo.com - (248-808-0477)

Articles Wanted

We Want to Visit with YOU

For The Wolverine about:
Chapter News
Events/Celebrations
Program Ideas and Resources
Good Works
Pictures in jpeg format and documented with
with captions and names
Spring Issue Deadline
February 15, 2019

One of the most valuable rewards for
your chapter could be a visit from a state
officer. Our President, Nancy Everett, as
well as any other state officer, would be
very pleased to visit your chapter. You
may select any officer, and we will do
our best to match your request times.
Dates can be reserved until June 30, 2019.
Visitations forms are available online at
www.dkgmichigan.org

jpechta.dkg@comcast.net

CONTACT:

Julie Usher (989-471-9182) or dbujeu@gmail.com
Julie Kowalski (989-884-1253)
kowalskiteach@yahoo.com
Please let us hear from you this year.
Submitted by Julie Usher, Alpha Xi, State Visitation Co-Chair

The mediocre teachers tells. The good teacher explains.
The superior teacher demonstrates. The great teacher inspires.
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State Committees
Communicating to
Promote DKG

Energize Your Meeting With An

Submit Your Chapter Activities
to Local Media
Your chapter communication committee should meet
and discuss how to advertise and share good deeds and
news by submitting stories to the local media and The
Wolverine.
Publicize all the “good” things you do. What honors
have your members received?
If possible, always include a photo of an activity and
publicize early any meeting to which guests are to be
invited. The public enjoys hearing of any activity that
impacts the community.
This publicity also helps chapters to catch the interest of
other teachers who may be interested in joining your
chapter.
Also take advantage of technology, such as Facebook, to
broadcast information about your chapter’s events and
activities to the public.
Sharron LaHaie, Alpha Xi, Communications Chairman, Alpha Iota
State

Submit Your Chapter Newsletter
The deadline for chapter newsletters to be submitted is
February 15, 2019. They should be sent to Sharron
LaHaie, at dkgmicommunications@gmail.com.
The checklist, which can be downloaded, is on the
Michigan States Organization website at http://
www.dkgmichigan.org/stateforms.html. Please save a
completed copy of your checklist and attach a copy
along with your newsletter.
We hope to have many chapters submitting their chapter
newsletter for evaluation this year.

Photo Scavenger Hunt Sheet
Scavenger hunts are a great way to facilitate
relationship building, improve communication
skills and build stronger corporate bonds. Get
your chapter working together AND having fun
while exploring your destination with a tech
scavenger hunt. Everyone has at least one
picture of their loved ones on their
Smartphones. Fill in the name of someone you
find at the meeting who has that particular
photo. Don’t forget to ask who is in the photo.
1. Pet
2. Vacation
3. Family Portrait
4. Graduate in Cap and Gown
5. Bride and Groom
6. Girlfriends
7. Baby/Toddler/Grandchild
8. Significant other
9. DKG event
10. Picture of Nature
Dr. Charmane Echols, Epsilon,
State Professional Affairs Chairman
charmaneechols@gmail.com

Sharron LaHaie, Alpha Xi, State Communications Chair

P

Calling All Presiders

lanning on attending the Alpha Iota State Convention on Mackinac Island MI, May
3-5, 2019? The Professional Affairs Committee can use your help. Presiding a
session is fun and easy. You introduce the presenter, pass out any handouts, stamp
SCECH forms, and write a brief summary of your impressions of the session for the
Wolverine. Fun and easy! If you are interested in presiding a session at the State
Convention in Mackinac Island, please contact me.
I would also like to extend my thanks to the members who presided over a session at Fall Conference:
Karen Lessnau-Scott, Gloria Fisher, Kathy O’Neill, Gwen Graham, Bernice Haglund, Kay Tebo, Anne
Wade, Lynne Elsesser, Dr. Geddy Love, Amy Wright, and Pat Whittler. Your willingness to volunteer
helped to make the Midland Fall Conference a success.
Dr. Charmane Echols, Epsilon, State Professional Affairs Chair
charmaneechols@gmail.com
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State Committees
The 2018-2019 Season of Coordinating Councils
The Coordinating Councils have been planning for the 2018-2019 year. Most of the
Councils met after the Executive Board Meeting in Midland. All DKG sisters are
welcome to attend any Coordinating Council meeting. Local councils like to greet old
friends and meet new friends at their council events. If you are not active in your local
Coordinating Council, please consider joining one. We hope to see you there!

Cascades Council

On November 3, 2018, 10:00 am, The Cascades Council met at the Jackson Country Club, 3135 Horton
Rd., Jackson MI 49203. Attendees enjoyed the presentation by Sandy Wuwert, of Beta Rho Chapter.
Sandy gave a quick overview of the Next Generation Science Standards and the Engineering Process. She
shared how STEM and STEAM differ from traditional Science instruction and reinforced her instruction
with some challenging hands-on activities.

SAVE THE DATES for 2019:
Capital Area Coordinating Council: March 16, 2019 Program to be arranged
Detroit Metro Council April 13, 2019
“Preserving Our Future,” Four Activity Stations; and Honoring Women of Distinction
10:30 am to 2:00 pm, Our Lady of Sorrows Catholic Church, Lower Level
24040 Raphael Rd. Farmington Hills MI 48336
Great Southwest Council
Date to be arranged
The Great Southwest Council is considering a visit to the Air Zoo. Details are in the process of
being determined.
Kenawa Coordinating Council
Date to be arranged
The Kenawa Council is planning a day with the Teacher of the Year. Details are in the process
of being determined.
Oakland County Coordinating Council
April 27, 2019
The Annual Birthday Party is planned for 10:00 am to 2:00 pm, at Forest Lake Country Club in
Bloomfield Hills, 1401 Club Drive, Bloomfield Hills MI.
Other Coordinating Councils are in the process of planning their 2019 activities. We look forward to
seeing you at the next Coordinating Council!

Submitted by Dr. Gedy Love, Omicron, drgedy@frontiernet.net

Kathy Muench, Alpha Omega, kemuench@sbcglobal.net

Anniversary Pins available for sale. Cost $9.00 each, shipping extra. To order pins contact J-Jay Pechta, information page 2.

Bright Gold

Antique Copper

Bright Gold

Bright Gold
Emerald

Antique Gold

Bright Copper

Bright Silver

Bright Gold
Ruby

Bright Gold
Sapphire

Bright Gold
Diamond
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NEW Diamond Shape
Black
background with
Gold Inlay.
A diamond gem
for that special
member can be
awarded by the Chapter or
State as a special award. The
pin reads International Society
for Key Women Educators.

State Committees
Funding Our Purposes
Our “Funding Our Purposes” raffle at the Fall Conference in September was a great success.
Special thanks to those who supported the raffle, sold tickets, and volunteers! We had 30
items to raffle: 11 were in the yellow ticket category and 19 were in the green ticket
category. We raised a record $1,732 for the organization. Congratulations to the 30 winners
of the baskets received from 23 different chapters.
Member to Member Pin Sales earned $269 and the Kathy Cashen raffle earned $287. We
will hold another raffle at the State Convention in May at the Grand Hotel. Please try to
bring items in a separate suitcase. The luggage will be loaded on the ferry and will be taken directly to your
room by the baggage handlers.
Remember to complete a form for the State of Michigan (available online at dkgmichigan.org) to turn in
with your donation. Each item must be described and a value noted. Proceeds from the auction and sales go
to these three funds: Scholarships, World Fellowship and Member Supporting Members.
Your contribution to the auction also helps your chapter earn a point in the criteria for the Award of the
Rose.
Thank you for your continuing participation and generosity.
Submitted by Nancy Higgins, Zeta, Funding Our Purposes Chair 2017-2019

Nominations Open for Alpha Iota State
Distinguished Service Award and Friend of Education Award
It is hoped that all chapters consider honoring a local recipient as a Friend of Education and submitting a submission for
the Alpha Iota Distinguished Service Award, two separate awards described below.
Friend of Education Award
Article X of our Bylaws, in the Areas of Activity section, speaks to the special awards, such as the Friend of Education
Award. The local chapter should establish criteria, nominate and present this award that
Educational Services
Committee creates and delivers when a request is submitted online or by mail to the 2nd Vice President. We request
that you send your request in a timely fashion so that the award can be printed and delivered to your chapter
representative at the Spring Convention. All requests will be honored at other times, but it’s best if the chapter sends an
email or phones the 2nd VP with a request. The suggested guidelines are:
 The recipient should not be an educator or be working in education.
 Individuals or groups that have an ongoing presence in one’s community, supporting education are good
candidates for the award
 Elected officials can be awarded if their support goes above and beyond what would be expected for that elected
official but should not be seen as an endorsement of demonstration of partisan support.
Distinguished Service Award
Article X, Section 5, speaks to the special awards that Alpha Iota gives, including The Distinguished Service Award.
This is also given to individuals who service education, but in a more exemplary way. This award is presented at the
Spring Convention after the submissions have been reviewed by the Distinguished Service Committee. The Section
essentially states that:
 Educators are excluded from being considered.
 It is competitive, with the committee deciding on the recipient after the submissions have been considered.
 There is a deadline for submission for consideration, which is given on the form on the Website.
 No more than two awards for the state award can be given each year.

For Guidelines and Report Form, please see the information under Friend of Education on the state DKG
website www.DKGmichigan.org
Submitted by Anne Wade, Alpha Lambda, Alpha Iota State 2 nd Vice President
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Nominations Committee Presents Slate (2019-2021)
President, Dr. Ranae Beyerlein, Alpha Mu, Area A
Ranae was initiated into Alpha Mu in May of 1995. She has served on various chapter
committees and as President, Vice President, and Secretary at the chapter level.
For Alpha Iota State, Ranae co-chaired the Women in the Arts Committee and also served as 1st
Vice President, Corresponding Secretary and Second Vice President. In 2011, Ranae was
recognized with the DKG State Woman of Distinction Award.
She served on the Educational Excellence Committee at the International Level for the 2014-2016
biennium.
Ranae taught HS Chemistry and Biology at Grosse Pointe South High School. She was an adjunct
Professor for the Michigan State University, teaching master’s level Educational Leadership
courses in 2009-2010, while serving as a research assistant. She served as president of the Grosse
Pointe Education Association for two terms and as vice president for three terms.
After retiring in 2013, Ranae continues to tutor students in Biology and Chemistry, teaches as an
adjunct professor at Macomb Community College, and works as a University Supervisor for Eastern Michigan University,
placing and supervising student teachers in their internships in classrooms.

First Vice President, Elena Ivanova, Beta Chi, Area A
Elena has been living in the U. S. since 1994. In 2000, she received Master of Liberal Studies
degree at the University of Oklahoma in Norman, Oklahoma. She worked as a museum educator
at the Contemporary Art Center in Cincinnati, Ohio; Cranbrook Art Museum in Bloomfield Hills,
Michigan; and Stark Museum of Art in Orange, Texas. She also taught at Washtenaw
Community College and Eastern Michigan University.
Elena joined DKG in Texas in 2010. She served as the chapter president and as the area
coordinator for her district. Upon moving back to Michigan, she transferred her membership to
Beta Chi Chapter in 2017.
Elena was born and raised in Saint Petersburg, Russia. In 1978, she graduated from the
University of Saint Petersburg with a MA in English language and literature and started working
at the Russian Museum, the largest museum of Russian art in the world. In 1988, she completed a
PhD program in museum education. In her dissertation she studied the role of the art museum as
a teaching resource for secondary school teachers.
Currently, as an independent researcher, Elena is writing a monograph on Russian-American artist
Leon Gaspard. She also is the author of numerous art exhibition reviews.

Second Vice President, Sharon Smith, Epsilon, Area B
Sharon Smith has been a member of Epsilon Chapter since 2005. She has served on several
committees, and was Chapter President for two biennia. Until recently she was chair of the Great
Southwest Coordinating Council.
Sharon has served Alpha Iota State as Recording Secretary (2017-2019), President-at-Large, Area C,
and on the Presidents' Advisory Committee for the 2015-2017 biennium. She was assistant for the
Registration Committee for the May 2016 State Convention in Kalamazoo.
Sharon earned a BA in Elementary Education and an MA in Teaching of Reading from Western
Michigan University. Sharon taught in the Parchment Schools for forty years, teaching kindergarten,
first and second grade, and reading. Sharon was a leader in 4H for 25 years and has served in
numerous volunteer activities. She retired from education in 2009.

Recording Secretary, Karen M. S. Bowen, Alpha Theta, Area C
Karen was honored to join Delta Kappa Gamma in 1986 as a member of Chi State in California.
While a member there, she served her chapter as president for one and a half bienniums, as well
as first and second vice president and Area IX Spring Festival Chair.
Karen relocated to Michigan three years ago and is excited to be a member of Alpha Theta where
she has served as recording secretary. She currently serves as State Research Chair.
Karen grew up in Ann Arbor and went on to attend Michigan State University as a dedicated
Spartan, earning a degree in Child Development and Teaching. She taught first grade in
Manchester, Michigan then Kindergarten through Fourth grade in California. She earned a
Master’s degree in Curriculum and Instruction from Cal State University, Bakersfield. Karen is
happy to be back in her home state where she has retired with her husband. They enjoy traveling
with their Cessna 170 plane and being close to family and friends!
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Nominations Committee Presents Slate, Continued
Corresponding Secretary, Karen Lessnau-Scott, Alpha Theta, Area C
Karen Lessnau-Scott joined DKG in November 2004. She is currently President of Alpha Theta
chapter in Livingston County. Karen has also served her chapter as newsletter editor and Vice
President. She was recognized with the chapter Woman of Distinction Award in 2011.
Karen has been teaching high school Mathematics for the past 24 years. She has taught everything from
Pre-Algebra through AP Statistics.
Throughout her teaching career, Karen has served in a variety of leadership positions, including class
advisor and club sponsor. She is currently the Data Team Leader at Howell High School, as well as the
School Improvement Chair. Karen also served her school community through officer positions in her
teacher’s union as Secretary, Vice President and President between the years 2005-2010.

Slate for Nominations Committee 2019-2021 Biennium
Past State President, Nancy Berkompas, Alpha Tau, Area D
Nancy joined Alpha Tau Chapter in 1994 and has served as chair and member of the Membership
Committee. She has served three different terms as Chapter President, Chairman of the Standing
Rules, and Chair of the Music Committee. She also has been active in the U. P. Council. In 2004,
she was recognized as Alpha Tau’s Chapter Woman of Distinction. She also has attended
Northeast Regional Conferences and International Conventions.
On the State level, in addition to being a scribe and presenter, she has served as a President-atLarge on PAC, Chair of the Rules/Bylaws and Professional Affairs Committees. She also served
as First Vice President and finished out the last three months as State President during the 20052007 biennium.
Nancy has spent her career in the field of education. She has taught all grades from first through
college. Currently, she is the governance specialist for the Bay Mills Community College’s
Charter Schools Office. She retired as the Superintendent of the Rudyard Area Schools district. In
DKG she is often referred to as the “prison lady,” having worked in correctional education for
fourteen years.

Past Chapter President, Kay Tebo, Gamma Eta, Area D
Kay is a member of Gamma Eta Chapter and resides in Cheboygan, MI. She is the Immediate Past
President of her chapter, having served 2 bienniums (2010-2014). Currently she is the secretary of
Gamma Eta. She was awarded the Chapter Woman of Distinction in 2015.
At the State level, Kay became chairman of the Professional Affairs Committee for 2011 and
continued in that position through 2015. She also served as Registrar at the Alpha Iota State
Convention in Traverse City in 2010. Presently, she is a member of the Legislation, History and
Leadership Development Committees and State Corresponding Secretary.
Kay retired from Cheboygan Area Schools in 2008. Kay began her career teaching 5-6th grades in
1983. She was a Title I Consultant for 3 years and became the district's Title I Director along with
Principal duties. She finished her career as an Elementary Principal after 16 years. In her community,
Kay has been the secretary for the Prayer Breakfast Committee and the Northland Players Committee.
She served on the Cheboygan Area Arts Council, the Art Park, the Cheboygan Art Fair, as a volunteer
in the local hospital gift shop, the Crisis Pregnancy Center, and presently is a Vital Care/Hospice
Volunteer, and acts as House Captain and/or usher for the Cheboygan Opera House.

Member-at-large/State Level Experience, Marilyn J Hopkins, Mu Chapter, Area C
Marilyn Hopkins has lived in Fenton for 30 years and has been a member of Mu Chapter since 2008.
She has served on many chapter committees and is chairperson of the History and World Fellowship
Committees during this biennium. Marilyn has scanned all of the Mu historical documents from 1944 to
the present on flash drives.
Since becoming a member, she has attended most of the state conventions and conferences, as well as
international conventions and regional conferences. Marilyn attended the 2017 DKG Europe Regional
Conference in Tallinn, Estonia. On the state level, she has served as chair of Personal Growth and
Services, 2011-13; Visitation Chair, 2015-17, along with serving on other committees. Marilyn was a
leadership skills development consultant across Michigan prior to retirement.
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Nominations Comittee Presents Slate, Continued
Current Chapter President, Debbie Newman, Beta Chi, Area A
Debbie Newman is a member of Beta Chi from the Oakland County area. As a member of Beta
Chi for 15 years, Debbie has been vice-president and is serving her third term as chapter
president. She is currently the chairperson of the Oakland County Coordinating Council. Debbie
retired from the Walled Lake Consolidated School District after 38 years as an elementary
teacher. Since retiring, she has worked as an education consultant for FranklinCovey with their
Leader in Me/LEAD initiative.

Member-at-large, Cindy Dietz, Gamma Alpha, Area A
Cindy attended Michigan State University, graduating with a BA in English Education. From
Eastern Michigan, she obtained a mathematics endorsement, then received a Masters in the Art of
Education from Marygrove College.
Cindy was a permanent substitute in Garden City Public Schools before she taught in a program
called Upward Bound (a Trio program for low income, first generation college students) for six
years. After that, she became a contract teacher in Wayne-Westland Community Schools,
teaching English, primarily at the junior high level. In 1995, the ninth graders moved to the high
school and Cindy went with them. Wayne Memorial High School was her home for the next 14
years. She was a class sponsor, English department head, and district English department head.
Cindy retired in 2009 having 31 years of teaching experience.
Cindy has been a member of Gamma Alpha chapter since 1995. She has served as corresponding secretary for a
biennium and has been treasurer of her chapter since 2000. In addition, she served on the newsletter committee and has
assisted in various Gamma Alpha committees, With Judi Fisher as registrar, she has been the treasurer for several fall
conferences and state conventions.

Past Chapter President/State Experience, Julie Pease, Beta Alpha, Area B
Julie presently lives in Battle Creek. After going to college out of state and living 12 years in
Ohio, she ended up back in Battle Creek working for the school district that she attended while
growing up. She was then absorbed into the Calhoun Intermediate School District. She is
married to her best friend and husband, Jim.
Julie has been part of the Beta Alpha Chapter of DKG for 23 years. Over the years, she has
held various positions within the chapter including Historian, Corresponding Secretary, Vice
President, and President (2 times). Julie has loved her DKG experiences with many DKG
sisters. At the State level, she has had the opportunity to meet more friends and served with
past president Marilyn Mitchell as Chapter President at Large on PAC (2005-2007). She also
served on the Fall Conference Planning Committee in the 2013-2015 biennium.. Julie will be
retiring this June to start a new chapter in her life.

Submitted by Alpha Iota State Nominations Committee: Bernice Haglund, Chairman, Beta Beta, Area B; Nancy
Berkompas; Past State President, Alpha Tau, Area D; Cathy Stone, Current Chapter President, Gamma Eta, Area D;
Past Chapter President/ State Experience, Judi Fisher, Gamma Alpha, Area A; Member-at-large/State Level
Experience, Joanne Gardner, Upsilon Chapter, Area C.
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Upper Peninsula State Fall Conference Highlights
errace Bay Hotel in Gladstone, Michigan was the setting in September, for the “The Talents Within Us”
T
Fall State event. Members from Alpha Tau, Delta and Beta Sigma Chapters were in attendance.
Honored guests were Alpha Iota State President, Nancy Everett, and Ranae Beyerlein, State First Vice
president. Forty six participants were enlightened on topics presented by experts in their fields:. Wonderful
fellowship, interactive sessions, and a beautiful lakeside location made for a perfect day.

Alpha Tau Chapter’s
Co-President, Jodi
Cornwall Principal,
Rudyard Area Schools,
retired,
shared information
Alpha Tau Chapter and Guests. Front Row (L to R): Kathy Trent, Margaret Goldthorpe,
in the session,
Francis Robbins, Nancy Berkompas, Olivine Andrews, Karen Blaskowski. Second Row:
Michigan Homeless
Nancy Lohff, Jodi Cromwell, Lynn Kurtz, Jan Miller, Pam Stanaway, Trish Dowd, Deb Noss,
Bonnie Waters, Alpha Iota State President Nancy Everett, Alice Halsey, Alpha Iota First Vice
Students and the Law.
President Ranae Beyerlein, Pat Hunter.

Karen Blaskowski, Art Teacher, Sault
Ste. Marie Area Schools retired,
Presented Zentangle -Yoga for Your
Brain, teaching attendees how to
relax and inspire through art.

MI State Police Detective, Sargent
Jeremy S. Hauswirth, lead the eyeopening session, Human Trafficking,
Yep, It’s a Thing.

Margaret Goldthorpe, Alpha Tau
and
retired
Superintendent,
Tahquamenon
Area
Schools,
reminded
attendees
about
gratitude for those influential
people in our lives with a session
entitled, Who Packs Your Chute?

Conference MC, Nancy
Berkompas Alpha Tau Chapter,
and Bay Mills Community College
Governance Specialist for Charter
Schools, seoke about the
regulations & supervision of a
charter school in Michigan

Elise Desjarlais, Michigan Lake to Lake
Cooperative Invasive Species
Management Area (CISMA)
Coordinator, presented a
session, Invasive Species of the UP;
Identification and Strategies for
Control. CISMA groups are nonprofit
government agencies, businesses, and
volunteers to tackle regional invasive
species issues.
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State Fall Conference Highlights
First Timers Attend Alpha Iota Fall Conference!

We had 13 Michigan DKG members who attended the 2018 Alpha Iota State Fall Conference as ﬁrst-time conference
participants at the H Hotel in Midland in late September. On Friday evening, they gathered to chat with representatives
of the Membership Committee. We talked about the event’s schedule, the structure and workings of the Executive
Board, the sessions and the Funding Our Purposes Auction and chapter sales. They appeared excited about the
conference and looked forward to participating in the event’s activities
The ladies included: Ginny Cole (Beta Omega), Kathryn Drake (Gamma), Suzanne Dzieciolowski (Alpha Phi), Jennifer
Flynn (Gamma), Claudia Heinrich (Zeta), Diana Jenkins (Gamma Gamma), Eileen Kaukola (Beta Sigma), Donna Lick
(Tau), Kathy Phelps-Rusche (Beta Omega), Janis Sanford (Nu), Linda Schramm (Beta Tau), Lori Seita (Beta Alpha),
and Pat Stejskal (Alpha Rho).
As many of the women were also ﬁrst time chapter presidents we met as a
discussion group on Saturday to share ideas, questions and concerns, and an email
chat group was set up for further sharing.
It was wonderful to meet these women. They were eager to attend the breakout
sessions and to hear the keynote speaker, Irene Miller, at the luncheon on
Saturday. Of course, they looked forward to the opportunity to meet with other
DKG women from around our state.
Over the course of the two days, a number of the women stopped to chat about the
conference. The remarks shared were: “I had a great time,” “The workshops and
the speakers were quite interesting," and “I will try to attend another state event.”
Jennifer Flynn, from Gamma Chapter, shared these remarks: “I really enjoyed my
ﬁrst experience at fall conference. I enjoyed presenting [a session] Friday night
the most. It was also wonderful to talk to current and retired teachers to hear their experiences in the classroom. I was
able to network a little and learned about upcoming art events in our state. Being an art teacher, that was helpful to me.
Irene was a terriﬁc speaker, and her stories about living through the Holocaust were very motivating and kept me at the
edge of my seat. The H Hotel was also very beautiful, and the food was delicious. The town of Midland had a lot to
oﬀer as well.” Now that they have had a taste of our exceptional state DKG events, we do hope to see them all at the
state convention at the fabulous Grand Hotel on Mackinac Island in May of 2019!
Submitted by Liz VanWestenburg, Gamma Gamma, State Membership Committee Chair

Preconference Seminar: Important Women in History
Judy Evers led a creative and engaging presentation on the Michigan Women’s Historical Center
and Hall of Fame. Three of the inductees were presented by Jennifer Flynn (Magdeline La
Frambeau), Kathy Drake (Sara Emma Edmonds) and Linda Shiffler (Laura Haviland). The
historical eras were fur trading, the Civl War and abolition.
Magdeline became the first woman fur trader when her husband was killed as they knelt in
prayer. She became the richest woman in America. After retiring from the fur business, she
supported the Catholic Church and education on Mackinac Island.
Sara, as Franklin, enlisted in the GAR and brought back valuable information to officers as a spy.
She was a daredevil who disguised herself as a cook, firewood gatherer and even enlisted in the
Confederate army to escape being shot as a northern spy.
Laura became an active abolitionist and earned the nickname “Superintendent of the Underground Railroad in
Michigan.” Southern slave owners put a bounty of $3000 on Laura. After the war, she helped establish a trade school
to help freemen gain skills for employment in Kansas. Haviland, Kansas is named for her. There is a statue of Laura
and information about her at the Old Raisin Institute in Adrian at the City Hall/Library.
Jennifer, Kathy and Linda brought each women’s personalities and experiences to life with animation and humor.
Submitted by Dr. Charmane Echols, Epsilon, Presider

Into No Man’s Land: Embracing Diversity in Schools
Irene gave a moving presentation about her life as a child in a Jewish ghetto. Her family was sent
to Poland and went to a settlement in Russia, where they experienced unbearable conditions. She
survived and serves as an example of how genocide practices leave a scar on young children.
Surviving moved Irene to promote tolerance and acceptance of diversity. As a former public
school teacher in Israel, Irene is a retired healthcare executive who works with drug addicted and
dual diagnosed women and their children. Her work inspires educators to create an environment
that encourages healthy interactions in a multi-cultural classroom setting.
Irene’s objectives give a face to the dark chapter of human history. Despite all that she suffered,
she is an upbeat and inspirational woman, charging us with taking her mission of teaching tolerance in our classrooms.
By her example, Irene empowers people to overcome obstacles in life.
Submitted by Dr. Ranae Beyerlein, Alpha Mu, Presider
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Membership
A Special Welcome
to Alpha Iota State Inductees
Beta
Judith A Workman
Delta
Christi U Edge
Dorothy Schellhase *
Mu
Katie Badgley
Julie Pearce
Rho
Norma Nisbet *
Alpha Epsilon
Kristina Crabill
Jennifer Burg*
Alpha Kappa
Peggy A Panici
Karen Edens
Alpha Mu
Jeanne Dolson
Alpha Tau
Merran Arbic
Alpha Upsilon
Carol Campbell T
* Reinstated

Beta Alpha
Nancy S Phares *
Beta Kappa
Marcy Jacques
Beta Xi
Sarah Duffield
Tammy Duffield
Beta Omicron
Denise Christie
Beta Rho
Barbara Piotter *
Jeanine B Jechura*
Beta Sigma
Tina M Oman
Kassondra S Baublit
Beth L Baker
Beta Chi
Tina Entwistle
Jean Buller
Kim Quinn-Haver
Beta Omega
Carol G Land

of our beloved chapter and state Society
members,
chapters
and
individual
members can give memorials and gifts to
the following Michigan Alpha Iota State
Funds:
 Kathy Cashen NE Regional Fund
 Katherine Keeling Professional
Development Fund
 Jane Goudreault Memorial Grant Fund
 Betsey Cooper Leadership
Development Fund
 President’s International Convention
Fund
 Member Supporting Member Fund
 Wilma Adams Emergency Fund
Rho Chapter Contributed to the
Member Supporting Member Fund
Alpha Alpha Contributed to the
Scholarship Fund
*Contributions should be sent to
State Treasurer, Liz VanWestenburg

T Transfer

Chapter Presidents and
Membership Chairs
It is very important that the chapters send Form 6
immediately following the death of a chapter member.
No information can be shared in
The Wolverine until this form is
received.
There are many members whose
deaths are observed in chapter
newsletters but the editor cannot
list them in The Wolverine until
Form 6 is sent by the chapter to:
Pamela Olech (Alpha Theta)
2339 Prado Vista Lane
State Necrology
Howell, MI 48843-6820
Chair 2017-2019
olech@pinckneypirates.org
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White Roses in Memoriam
Rosemary Florence Taft

State Member

Rosemary Florence Taft was born on August 25, 1920,
in Antrim County, Michigan. She retired from Morley
Schools, having taught elementary grades there for over
25 years. She was a true innovator in reading education
and was ahead of her time in her teaching tools and
methods.
Rosemary impacted the lives of her students and is
fondly remembered as a warm and loving teacher, who
made them feel important, and taught them to respect
and care for others. Rosemary joined Beta Pi Chapter
in 1965 and was a faithful member. When her chapter
dissolved in 2002 she maintained her membership as an
Alpha Iota State member.
August 25, 1920 – August 4, 2017

Membership
White Roses in Memoriam
Kathron M. Guyott

Alpha Upsilon

On July 9, 1924, in Grand Rapids, Michigan, Wallace and Anna Eldred welcomed the birth of daughter, Kathron. In
the early 1940’s the family moved to Saginaw, Michigan, where Kathron graduated from Authur Hill High School.
She went on to receive a Bachelor’s Degree from Central Michigan University and a Master’s Degree from the
University of Michigan.
Kathron taught first grade for 36 ½ years with over 20 of those years at Chestnut Hill Elementary in the Midland
Public Schools System. In her lifetime, Kathron taught over 2,000 children how to read. She was also a curriculum
teacher for Central Michigan University.
One of the oldest members of Delta Kappa Gamma Society International, Alpha Iota State, Michigan, Kathron was
inducted into Alpha Upsilon Chapter on April 1, 1955, where she was a valued member for over 62 years.
July 9, 1924 – January 19, 2018

Alice Louise “Dolly” Medlar

Beta Beta C

Dolly grew up in Monroe, Michigan. Upon graduation
from high school, she enrolled at The University of
Michigan. While there, she met her future husband,
Robert. They married and relocated to Jackson,
Michigan.
While raising her three children, Dolly went back to U
of M and obtained her teaching certificate. She taught
kindergarten and second grade at Memorial
Elementary School in the East Jackson School District
for many years. She loved working with her children
and her colleagues, with whom she maintained close
friendships throughout her lifetime.
Dolly was a dedicated, faithful member of Beta Beta
Chapter for 39 years, having joined on May 1, 1978.
She was also a member of P.E.O., Kappa Alpha Theta
sorority, and the Jackson Medical Auxiliary.
February 26, 1921 – February 2, 2018

Nancy M. DeCaire

Delta

Born October 27, 1950, in Marquette, Michigan, Nancy was
the daughter of the late Ernest and Mary (Niemi) DeCaire.
Raised in Ishpeming, Nancy graduated from Ishpeming High
School in 1968. She received her bachelor’s degree in
education from Northern Michigan University in 1972 and
taught English and Social Studies at Ishpeming High School
for over 30 years, retiring in 2009. Nancy also taught adult
students in night school.
Nancy joined Delta Chapter in April of 2005, where she
became an active member, serving as corresponding
secretary and chapter president. She was named Chapter
Woman of Distinction in recognition of her contributions.
Nancy had a big smile and was always happy and willing to
help. Her positive attitude lifted those around her.
October 27, 1950 – April 17, 2018

Jane T. Kulpinski

Beta

Jane attended elementary school at St. Hyacinth Parish, and Catholic Central High School. She trained at Paris-based
Sapho Academy of Design, followed by a career of dress design. Her love of teaching emerged, resulting in Jane
pursuing her education and earning a BS from Eastern Michigan University in 1966 and her MA from Michigan State
University in 1968.
Jane’s teaching career began at the University of Michigan’s Roosevelt Experimental School, followed by more than
25 years at Ypsilanti High School where she also served as a supervising teacher. She participated in a grant from the
Michigan State Department of Education to revise teaching curriculum and establish curriculum standards.
Jane became a member of Beta Chapter on April 11, 1970, and was an active member for 48 years. Jane served a
term as 1st Vice President and hosted many meetings at her home. In May, she was awarded the Lifetime Service
Award. A valued member of Beta Chapter, she was instrumental in developing and publishing a chapter cookbook
entitled, ‘A Recipe, A Rose, A Reflection’, printed in commemoration of the fiftieth birthday of both Alpha Iota State
and Beta Chapter (as Beta was one of the founding chapters in the state of Michigan). She also created an official
birthday cake for the 50th birthday celebration and for the cookbook, called ‘Chocolate Duet’.
August 27, 1922 – June 5, 2018
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State Convention– Mackinac Island
Pre-convention Session
Friday, May 3, 2019
8:00 P.M. to 9:00 P.M.

Egypt: A Passionate Journey

Dr. Pamela Chappell, Gamma Theta

Take a vicarious journey with Pamela Chappell to Egypt - land of
mystery, history, and wonder. Visit the pyramids of Giza, the
Valley of the Kings, and find out where camels go at
night. Pamela calls this "the trip of a lifetime." Come along and
then share this vision with the young minds in your classrooms.
1 SCECH

Keynoter: Laura Chang Teacher of the Year
Laura Chang is entering her nineteenth year of teaching at
Sunset Lake Elementary in Vicksburg
Community Schools where she currently
teaches second grade. Previously, she
has taught pre-K, first/second grade
multiage, third grade and has worked as
an instructional consultant at Tobey
Elementary. She serves as a mentor
coach and district technology integration
leader. She also teaches undergraduate
and graduate level courses in the Special Educational and
Literacy Studies department at Western Michigan
University. In her free time, Laura enjoys reading,
camping, and downhill skiing with her family.
Laura is looking forward to working with the other
Regional Michigan Teachers of the Year to share strategies
to meet the diverse needs of the learners across the
state. She is thrilled to be a part of this dynamic team of
teachers who are invested in finding ways to impact the
students of Michigan’s public schools in a positive way.
She loves being a teacher because of the precious little
learners who walk into her classroom each day. They
inspire her daily and every day is different. She feels so
fortunate to work in the fulfilling, life-changing career of
teaching.
Alpha Iota State Convention
Chapter/Committee Sales Application
Saturday, May 4, 2019 at Grand Hotel
Mackinac Island, Michigan
Chapter/Commitee:________________________
Topic: (Sales table or type of exhibit) *Note: bring all
supplies needed to set up your 6-8 foot sales table
Person(s) in charge____________________________
Address______________________________________
City, State, Zip ________________________________
Phone _______________________________________
Email _______________________________________
Cost per table $15. Make checks payable to Delta
Kappa Gamma—Return by April 1, 2019 to:

The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International
Alpha Iota State Convention Schedule

Grand Hotel, Mackinac Island

Connections Will Bridge the Generations
May 3-5, 2019
Friday, May 3, 2019
4:00 PM - 8:00 PM Convention Registration (Closed during
Executive Board/General Membership meeting)
6:30 PM - 8:00 PM State Presidents’ Emeritae Dinner
6:30 PM - 8:45 PM Dinner
8:00 PM - 9:00 PM Pre-convention Session (1 SCECH available)
8:30 PM - 8:55 PM First-Timers’ Orientation
9:00 PM - 10:00 PM Combined Executive Board/General
Membership Meeting
All members are expected to attend and guests are invited.
Processional Rehearsal for Chapter Presidents
Social Time, Coordinating Councils Meet
Saturday, May 4, 2019
7:30 AM - 4:30 PM
Convention Registration
7:30 AM - 8:45 AM
Breakfast Time
8:00 AM - 3:20 PM
Funding Our Purposes Auction, Chapter
Sales and Informational Display (Closed
during the General Membership Meeting)
8:50 AM - 10:30 AM
General Membership Meeting
All members and guests are invited to attend.
Special Guest, Michigan Teacher of the Year, Laura Chang
Keynote Speech, Definition of Teacher Leaders 1 SCECH
10:30 AM -11:30 AM
First Workshop Sessions
11:40 AM -12:40 PM
Second Workshop Sessions
12:40 PM - 1:30 PM
Lunch On Your Own
1:30 PM - 2:30 PM
Third Workshop Sessions
2:30 PM - 3:30 PM
Kitchen Tour/ RoseBud Chorus
3:30 PM - 4:30 PM
Corsage Pick-up at Registration
5:30 PM - 6:30 PM
Cash Bar
6:15 PM
Presidents’ Procession and Head
Table Line-up
6:30 PM - 10:00 PM
Presidents’ Banquet
All members and guests are invited to attend.
Alpha Iota State Rosebud Chorus
Distinguished Service Award
Alpha Iota State Woman of Distinction
Presentation
Installation of Officers
Sunday, May 5, 2019
7:30 AM - 9:00 AM
Convention Registration
8:00 AM - 8:45 AM
Celebration of Life and Remembrance
All members and guests are invited to attend.
9:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Awards Brunch:
Executive Board Reconvened
Evaluations
Funding Our Purposes Auction
Announcements
Delta Kappa Gamma Song
Awards Pick-up
12:00 PM - 1:00:PM
Educational Excellence/Program of
Work Committee Meeting
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State Convention Registration - Grand Hotel
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State Convention Registration - Grand Hotel
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State Convention Sessions – Mackinac Island
Tentative Sessions

A Scavenger Hunt on a Grand Scale Ripples and Waves, Continued.

May 3, 2019
Lynn Mason and Laura Ruggles, Sigma
Friday Night Pre-Convention Session Come spend this session wandering
through this National
Historic Landmark. The
8:00 PM – 9:00PM
Grand Hotel, since 1887,
Egypt: A Passionate Journey,
is a 3rd generation family
Dr. Pamela Chappell, Gamma Theta
-owned hotel.
There will be many
Take a vicarious journey with Pamela interesting items to check off your lists as
Chappell to Egypt - land of
you wander through a living Michigan
mystery,
history,
and
museum of artifacts.
Share this
wonder. Visit the pyramids
experience with your students back in the
of Giza, the Valley of the
classroom to give them a vision of
Kings, and find out where
Michigan history. 1 SCECH
camels go at night. Pamela
calls this "the trip of a lifetime." Come Increasing Student Motivation with
along and then share this vision with the Technology, Laura Chang, Michigan
young minds in your classrooms.
Teacher of the Year 2018
1 SCECH
What's happening with
technology integration in
Saturday May 4, 2019
schools today? Join
General Session, Theater
Michigan's Teacher of
8:50 AM to 10:30 AM
the Year for tips and
tricks to integrate a variety of tech tools
Michigan Teacher of the Year
into your classroom to enhance learning
Keynoter: Laura Chang
for students! We'll explore ways to use
“Definition of Teacher Leaders”
Flipgrid, Classroom Screen, Flippity and
What
makes
teachers Padlet seamlessly and efficiently with
leaders? How can teachers students to strengthen curriculum and
impact change and work to engage learners. 1 SCECH
create dynamic classrooms
all over the school and
district? Join Laura Chang, Information Session-DKG Fine Arts
Michigan’s Teacher of the Gallery, Kathleen A. Rodak, Zeta
Year, who will share her insight into what Have you ever wondered what
makes for successful leadership. You will it takes to get your artwork, or
find these are the same traits that make that of someone you know, in
teachers the leaders in their own the Delta Kappa Gamma
classrooms. 1 SCECH
Society International’s online
gallery? It’s not as hard as you think.
Breakout Workshop Sessions 1
Alpha Iota State Fine Arts Liaison and
10:30 AM- 11:30 AM
exhibitor, Kathleen Rodak, will take you
on a journey through the gallery, instilling
Women of the Michigan Lights,
you with the information you need to
Jane Chandler, Great Lakes
foster your own and your students’
Lighthouse Keepers Association
She will give you the
Come hear the incredible creativity.
true stories of the women information you need to submit your
who served as lighthouse entries into the gallery, and inspire you to
keepers in Michigan from inspire your students’ creativity.
1849 to the 1950's. Jane 1 SCECH
Chandler,
a
retired
Breakout Workshop Sessions 2
elementary teacher who
11:40 AM- 12:40 PM
now volunteers at the Tawas Point
Lighthouse, will share their inspiring Ripples and Waves, More Water
stories of courage and stamina. Michigan Walkers, Carol Trembath, Beta Chi
has over 3,200 miles of shore and has at Chapter
least 64 lighthouses still standing. This is
a session you don’t want to miss. It’s so Our own member, Carol, has released her
compelling that your students will engage newest book in the Water Walkers Series,
when you share the historical Michigan Ripples and Waves. She truly enjoyed
being a presenter at the DKG International
stories from this session. 1 SCECH

Convention in Austin this
year. Word went out by many
that the information in her
books is very important and
needs a wider audience. Come
be that audience and then
continue the stories of the Great Lakes
Water Walkers back in your classroom
with your own students.1 SCECH

St Helena Island, Home of a
Michigan Lighthouse MaryAnn
Moore, Great Lakes Lighthouse,
Keepers Association
Located seven miles
west of the Mackinac
Bridge and two miles
from the mainland, this
“Miracle of the Straits”
is 71 feet tall. When lit,
it displayed a fixed red
signal to warn vessels away from the
island’s shoal. The structures are being
renovated with extensive help from
volunteers.
Join Mary Ann as she
describes what it’s like to live in a
building on the island with a propane
stove and refrigerator, without running
water or electricity. She will show what
restoration has been done and what
remains to be finished. This important
piece of the Michigan cultural and
historical heritage is ours to cherish and
pass along to our own students back in our
classrooms. 1 SCECH

Using Children’s Books to Teach
About Bullying, Jackie Smart,
Esther Loskowske, and Cindy Dietz,
Gamma Alpha
Mean kids are not just a middle and high
school problem. Bullying
behaviors have trickled down
to the youngest grades.
Bullying behaviors emerge in
early childhood. Utilizing
children’s literature we will
explore 4 types of bullying as well as the
role of the bystander. These books, with
guided classroom discussion, can help
children develop a toolbox full of strategies
to help them deal with bullies. 1 SCECH
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State Convention Sessions – Mackinac Island
Breakout Workshop Sessions 2
11:40 AM - 12:40 PM
Continued
It's All About Membership!, Liz
VanWestenburg, Gamma Gamma
Do you know about the
new
guidelines
for
membership fees (not
dues!) and our new
category of members?
Join Liz VanWestenburg,
chair of the Membership
Committee and State Treasurer, to talk
about the changes in induction and
scholarship fees, the new collegiate
membership, and other topics regarding
new and reinstated members. This session
would be especially appropriate for
chapter
membership
chairs,
and
officers. Let's explore ideas to help grow
our membership and encourage current
members
to
stay
involved
and
invested. Be ready to share ways your
own chapter has increased in numbers and
remained strong and connected.

Lunch Opportunity
12:40 PM to 1:30 PM
Breakout Workshop Sessions 3
1:30 PM- 2:30 PM
Legislation and How it Affects Us
All, Judy Foster , Upsilon and Lynn
Mason, Sigma, State Legislative
Committee Co-chairs
Be in the know! Find out what is
happening
in
state
politics
today.
This
session will include the
latest on legislation
dealing with children,
education, women and
retirees, and how those
bills will impact education in our state.
The Alpha Iota State Legislative
Committee, with co-chairpersons Judy
Foster, member of Upsilon Chapter and
MEA-R State President and Lynn Mason,
Sigma Chapter, will bring you up-to-date
on the political happenings in Michigan.
This will be a thought provoking and
educational presentation with practical
information on the legislative process and
democracy in action. The processes and
details learned will be of interest to us all
and can be used in social studies
classroom presentations and discussions.
Legislative Session continued
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This pertains to content standards for
Civics,
teaching
students
about
governmental authority, how citizens can
impact governmental decisions and how
government will protect political and
economic freedoms of citizens.1 SCECH

2:30 PM - 3:30 PM
Rosebud Chorus
Rehearsal
Theater

In the Footsteps of Leon Gaspard,

Dr. Elena Ivanova, Beta Chi
Russian-American artist
Leon Gaspard is well
known to the public, but
his early life remained a
mystery. Join us on a
virtual tour of France, Russia, and Belarus
to learn about his amazing journey and
pick up some useful tips regarding the
ancestry research. Your students will gain
an appreciation of Art, History and
Geography when you share this lesson
with them. 1 SCECH

Building Confidence with the
New Dues Processing Procedure,
Becky Sadowski, International 1st
Vice President
Learn more about the new
dues processing procedure
beginning with the 20192020 fiscal year. Become
familiar with the electronic
process that will compute
all mathematical calculations to lighten the
work for both chapter and state

N ote

of Thanks: Alpha Iota
State Fall Conference was held
at the H Hotel , Midland, Michigan.
It was attended by 114 members from
41 chapters. Gamma Alpha, had
eight members while Gamma Mu,
Alpha Xi, and Beta Rho tied with six
members each. Other chapters with
four or more members were: Zeta,
Sigma, Alpha Omega, Beta Alpha,
and Beta Omicron. There were 13
first timers. Thanks to registrar Judi
Fisher, and Treasurer Cindy Dietz,
both of Gamma Alpha. Other organizers were Lynne Elsesser and Amy
Wright, Gamma Alpha, and their
team of registration workers. Many
thanks to those who served as greeters and in the properties room. A special thanks to the members who gave
up an hour of their time and presided
over a session. Your willingness to
volunteer helped to make the Midland Fall Conference a great success.
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Professional Affairs Committee
Calling Presiders To Help At
DKG Convention
Planning on attending the
State Convention at the
Grand Hotel on Mackinac
Island? The Professional
Affairs Committee can use
your help and talents.
Presiding a session is fun,
exciting and easy. You
introduce the presenter,
pass out any handouts, stamp SCECH
forms, and write a brief summary of your
impressions of the session for The
Wolverine. If you are interested in
presiding over a session at the State
Convention, please contact me. Your
willingness to volunteer as a presider
will help to ensure that the session will
run smoothly and successfully.
If you would like to assist with any
session, please let me know. Also,
contact me if there is a particular session
you would like to serve as presider. I
look forward to hearing from many of
you.
Dr. Charmane Echols, Epsilon
Professional Affairs Committee, Chair
chrmane.echols@gmail.com

State Dissertation Award
Alpha
Iota
State
is
delighted to honor members
who
have
recently
completed their doctoral
degree.
If you, or a
member you know, should
be so honored, please fill in
and submit the form found on our state
website, dkgmichigan.org.
The
information is due to me by April 1,
2019. The degree should have been
completed between March 15, 2018 and
March 15 of 2019. If you would prefer, I
am happy to mail or e-mail a copy to
you. International would also like to
know about your accomplishment. We
will recognize recipients at our May
Convention on Mackinac Island at the
Grand Hotel so please plan to join us.
Submitted by Karen Bowen, Alpha Theta
State Research , Chair, 8350 Airport Lane,
Brighton, MI 48114,

Phone: 661-886-2455

Women in the Arts Retreat Highlights

Women in the Arts Retreat
Forty Alpha Iota State members ventured for the first time to the Kettunen Center near
Tustin for the annual Women in the Arts weekend. Weather was chilly for mid October
19-21, gathering. In fact, there were even snow showers for a short time. But indoors it
was cozy and warm and the creative juices were flowing.
After Friday evening dinner, everyone who was going to teach on Saturday presented
their craft. All had an opportunity to make a small pine cone Christmas tree before
bedtime.
New crafts on Saturday included a no-sew fabric covered pillow, Danish paper weaving,
lace stars, and a handkerchief baby bonnet. A big hit was a fall shadow box in a picture
frame. Many crafters made their own painted silk scarf. Zentangle , a system of creating
repetitive designs, was a relaxing and fulfilling art form which could be applied to an
artificial pumpkin.
Tried and true classes were also presented. There was a group making greeting cards and
a class that created a lovely beaded bracelet. Leaf printing on black fabric articles was
repeated from last year as was pebble nativities.
Meals were buffet style and the food was excellent. Most of the snacks brought by
members were barely touched!
Saturday evening a s’mores around the campfire event was cancelled because it was too
damp and cold. Again the indoors was warmed up with skits, jokes and music supplied by
our talented members. (By the way, I can’t get the Brady Bunch tune out of my head!)
WITA is such a relaxing time. It is a great getaway from the everyday and everyone can
participate as much or as little as she likes. Above all, you do not need to be an artist to
attend and enjoy the weekend. It is a great opportunity to be with friends, old and new,
and to experience new arts and crafts.
Submitted by State Women in the Arts Co-chairs, Kathy O’Neill & Claire Rettenmund, Alpha Omega

Alpha Omega
Chapter current
and former
members sing
“The A O Bunch”
written by Kathy
O’Neill at the
Saturday evening
Fun Night.
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A popular activity
for many
members was
creating a
Fall Shadow Box
using a
picture frame and
many card stock
papers with
embellishments.

Pamela Ketner of
Zeta Chapter is
concentrating on
adding her
Zentangle designs
to the artificial
pumpkin.

Women in the Arts Information & Registration
Women In The Arts
The 2019 retreat, scheduled for November 8-9, 2019 will again be at Kettunen Center in Tustin, MI. Tustin is
just outside Cadillac, MI which, as you all know, is a beautiful area. It is a full service Conference Center
situated on wooded lake property. We’ll enjoy buffet meals, continuous beverage service in the lounge
adjoining our lodges and meeting rooms, one of which also connects to our lodges. Some members wanted
larger rooms and private baths so this time we have upgraded to double rooms with private bathrooms. The
White Pine rooms have two twin beds; the Red Oak two double beds. As always Friday dinner will be
optional. If you’ve been to Women in the Arts before, we think you’ll like the change. If you’ve never been,
this is a perfect time to try it out! Due to the Center’s contract we cannot have LATE registrations.
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Chapter News
Alpha Omega Members Celebrate 10 Years
of their Science Camp Service Project

Camp Alpha Omega is 10 years old! The science camp for 3rd through 6th grade girls, held at Flint’s Longway
Planetarium, is the service project of the Alpha Omega Chapter. The 18 girls attending the week of classes created
“The Science of Art” themed projects. Alpha Omega members taught sessions including duct tape purses, alcohol ink
coasters, zoetropes, a glass blowing demo at the Flint Institute of Arts and even a bucket drumming lesson with
individually designed drumsticks. While producing their creations, the girls learned the science behind them. Did you
know that the idea for duct tape came from a woman, Vesta Stoudt?

Chapters Tour MSU
Child Development Labs
Capital Council Members of Alpha Lambda,
Alpha Theta and Upsilon chapters toured the
Michigan State University Child Development
Laboratories. Alpha Lambda chapter member,
Laurie Linscott, is the director of the program
and led the tour. Those on the tour learned
about different theories in early childhood
education, explored the site and saw how the
labs serve as training for MSU students and as
childcare for the MSU community. The group
followed their visit with a lunch at the Brody
Hall cafeteria, which was remodeled in 2010
and is a state of the art dining hall.
Submitted by Anne Wade, Alpha Lambda
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Chapter News
Alpha Xi Fall Chapter Events
Alpha Xi Chapter held its fall meeting at the
Alpena Golf Course. They
voted to furnish Christmas
gifts for the Hope Shores
Alliance, which for is a
project that the chapter has
supported for many years.
Mary Ann Mulka secured a
donation from the Gerber
Company in the amount of
$1000.00 to purchase baby books.
Every newborn will leave the
Alpena hospital with a new book.
Alpha Xi also inducted two new
members. Pictured in the middle is
Ann Hardesty, Chapter President, as
she congratulates and invites the
members to welcome Lisa Hilberg, (L)
and Candyce Peterson (R) to Alpha Xi.

Gamma Gamma Chapter Member Honored With Music Education Fund
After 14 years, Jane Libbing recently retired as education coordinator and Youth Orchestra
Manager, having grown the Michigan Philharmonic Youth Orchestras Program in the PlymouthCanton, Michigan area from seven violinists to 130 from 13 different communities and five
school districts. To honor her contributions, a new music education fund was established in her
name with the Canton Community Foundation. This fund will support youth music education
programs for the Michigan Philharmonic Orchestra.
Libbing was a former elementary teacher who taught in Northville, Wayne Westland and
Plymouth Canton schools. For part of this time she taught hospitalized and home bound students
and served as an early interventionist for handicapped children from birth to 3 years.
Jane Libbing joined DKG in 1996 as a member of Gamma Gamma Chapter. She has served as chapter president and
treasurer. She has served on numerous committees and currently serves on the Mentoring and Friend of Education
Committees. Jane was awarded the Chapter Woman of Distinction Award in 2007.

New Collegiate Membership Category Created
At the International Convention in Austin the membership voted to create this new category. The guidelines define
which college students are eligible for membership
 Undergraduate collegiate members shall be enrolled in an institution offering an education degree and have
the intent to continue academically and professionally in the field of education.
 Undergraduate collegiate members shall be in the last two years of their undergraduate degree.
 Graduate students who wish to become collegiate members of DKG must have graduate standing in an
institution offering an education degree and have the intent to continue academically and professionally in
the field of education.
A collegiate member will pay dues of $20 (US) and $11 (US State Dues) per year until she starts her career as a paid
educator. At that time, she will pay active member dues and become an active member. If a collegiate member does
not pursue a career in education, her membership will expire upon graduation.
Collegiate members may participate in all activities of the Society with the exception of holding office, although a
collegiate member could serve as a parliamentarian since that position is not an elected office.
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International News
Need Money
For Professional
Development ?

Celebrate by Giving To The
Educational Foundation
Donations are 100% tax deductible
for United States citizens

Travel, hotel,
meals, substitutes,
conference/seminar expenses?

 Give to the Educational Foundation to honor your friends, your
mentors, your chapter, yourself.

We have a deal for you!
Cornetet Professional
Development Awards

 Give to the Educational Foundation to memorialize your loved

ones.
 Give to the Educational Foundation to celebrate an achievement,
to recognize your champions.
 Give a dollar for each year - just $52 for 52 years - and your
name will be cited on the DKG Educational Foundation website.
 More information is available on the website.

Available to members and
non-members
Up to $2,000
Three award cycles:
September 1, February 1, May 1

Gallery of Fine Arts
The Arts and Humanities Jury is entrusted with the organization and
implementation of The DKG Gallery of Fine Arts, an online publication and
display of DKG members’ creative works. The online Gallery includes: Literary
Efforts, Two-and-Three Dimensional Art, Performance Art,
Photography, and Crafts. New submission form with video online
instructions to upload via email attachments at dkg.org
Alpha Iota State has many creative and talented members. Look at all
submissions online. Encourage chapter members to apply.

Schools for Africa is a joint
campaign founded by UNICEF,
the
Nelson
Mandela
Foundation, and the Hamburg
Society to promote education
for children in Africa. The campaign will increase
access to quality basic education for children with
special focus on girls, orphans and vulnerable children.
UNICEF is working with governments, local
authorities, communities and other partners.
What Your Money Can Do:
 Build and rehabilitate 1,000 schools
 Create schools that offer a safe and protective
environment where children can learn and play
 Provide access to clean water and separate
sanitation facilities in schools
 Supply exercise books, pens, proper furniture and
other school and sports materials
 Train 100,000 teachers to provide children with
quality education and basic life skills
 Educate children about proper hygiene and HIV
prevention as this knowledge is passed on to
siblings, parents, and the community-at-large
Visit www.schoolsforafrica.com or under UNICEF
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Go to: www.dkgef.org
1.
2.
3.
4.

Click on Apply
Click on Cornetet Professional
Individual Development
Click on Application to download

Supporting Early Educators
An International initiative and major focus for chapter
programs and projects this biennium has been Support for
Early Career Educators.
This is a second International project. The
efforts include but extend beyond mentoring
and provide help for new teachers to maintain
enthusiasm, inspire networking among new
teachers, reduce the feeling of isolation,
provide nurturing and support, enhance selfesteem and invite those with potential for
distinctive service to membership in DKG. Chapter reporting
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Mission Statement
The Delta Kappa Gamma
Society International
promotes professional and personal
growth of women educators and
excellence in education.

Did you know that the first letters
in

Delta Kappa Gamma are the
first letters in the Greek words for

Teacher, Key, and Women?

Dates to Remember
May 3-5, 2019
Alpha Iota State Convention
Executive Board and General Membership Meeting
Grand Hotel, Mackinac Island, MI
July 30 - August 1, 2019
NE Regional (International Conference)
Global Awareness
Foxwoods Resort-Casino
Mashantucket, Connecticut
August 17, 2019
PAC Meeting
First United Methodist Church
Howell, MI
October 4-5, 2019
Alpha Iota State Fall Conference
Executive Board and General Membership Meeting
Holiday Inn, Muskegon, MI
November 8-9, 2019
Women in the Arts Retreat
Kettunen Center, Tustin, MI

