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To empower means “to make someone stronger and more confident, especially
in controlling her life and claiming her rights.” As members of the Delta Kappa
Gamma Society International, we know that DKG provides empowerment for
women educators.
Empowerment means sharing information, rewards, and power, so that
individuals can take the initiative and make decisions to solve problems and
improve service and performance. Empowerment is based on the idea of
giving persons the skills, resources, opportunity, authority, and motivation,
plus holding them accountable for outcomes of their actions. This contributes
to their competence and satisfaction.
DKG empowers by providing leadership opportunities.
Leadership is
developed when we serve as officers, chairwomen, and presenters in our
chapters, in area coordinating councils, and at the state and international levels.
DKG does indeed promote professional and personal growth of women
educators and education! Our goal is to develop leaders who are authentic and
able to bring out the best in others. They are persons who are adaptable,
responsive, results-oriented, and capable of conceptual thinking that includes
integration of issues and other factors, in other words, persons motivated to
make a difference!
Continued on page 2

PAST INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT
ATTENDING MICHIGAN CONVENTION
Dr. Carolyn Rants, Past International President, will be joining us
in Bay City as our International Guest. Dr. Rants will be sharing
her vision relating to how we can strengthen our Society now and
in the future. Dr. Rants currently serves on the International
Executive Board and chairs the International Ad Hoc Election
Committee. Early in her teaching career, while teaching for Grosse
Pointe Schools, she was a member of Alpha Mu Chapter.
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President’s Message continued from page 1

DKG programs and speakers empower us. The Society provides
informative, challenging, and motivating programs and speakers at the
chapter, state, and international levels. The program/speakers provide
information and inspiration, skills, and other resources to empower
educators to confidently be the best of the best.
DKG empowers through providing scholarships, grants, and awards.
In addition to our state programs, Alpha Iota State provides scholarships
and grants to give empowerment opportunities for chapters and members.
The state organization rewards members and chapters in recognition of
their growth and accomplishments. This is intended to motivate more
empowerment for strong and confident lives and service.
The State Woman of Distinction and the International Golden Gift
Awards, as well as other scholarships and awards, are given to members
for outstanding accomplishments as a result of their empowerment. This
in turn empowers them to further growth and leadership.
DKG publications and websites provide opportunities for
empowerment. Chapter, state and international DKG publications and
websites provide challenging, informative, motivating articles and
resources to stimulate growth and development of skills leading to more
empowered professionals.
Indeed, DKG empowers women educators!
Dr. Dorothy E. Sample, Alpha Iota State President, 2015-2017

Do Not Miss These Special Articles Inside.
Bay City Convention
Updating your DKG
User Profile
Helping Chapter
and State Treasurers
See Tips and Tricks Page 12
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Registration Materials
Hotel Reservation
Sessions
See Pages 16-22

Chapter News
See Pages 22 - 24

Tribute
Sally Garrison, State Executive Secretary Dies
Alpha Iota State Executive Secretary, Sarah (Sally) Garrison, who suffered with cancer, passed away on November 27,
2016, at her home in Bloomfield Hills. She has been cremated and her ashes are to be scattered at Mackinac Island.
Michigan DKG will memorialize her in our White Rose Ceremony in May.
Sally Garrison’s contribution to The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International at all
levels, has been significant! An edition of our state history, early in this century,
summarizes Sally’s life and involvement in DKG this way:
Born and raised in the metro-Detroit area, Sally earned B.A. and M.A. degrees at
Michigan State University. Following graduate classes at Wayne State University and
Oakland University, she completed an Educational Specialist Degree in Administration
from Wayne State University.
A teacher of K-6 in the Ferndale Schools, Sally became the Teacher Coordinator of the
Ferndale Open Classroom where she remained until her retirement in 2001, after 36
years in the district. While in Ferndale, she worked as Elementary Writing
Coordinator and as MEAP Coordinator. She served the district on the Career
Education, Language Arts, Outdoor Education, Professional Staff Development,
Reproductive Health, School Improvement, and Young Author’s Conference
Committees, usually as chairman.
Zeta chapter invited Sally to membership in 1970. She chaired the Ad Hoc Committee to Study Attendance and
Participation before becoming a charter member of Gamma Delta Chapter. She was Gamma Delta’s First Vice
President (1983-86), then Chapter President (1986-90) until Gamma Delta dissolved. She created Gamma Delta’s
Chapter Rules and chaired chapter committees: By-Laws, Membership, Nominations, Personal Growth and Service,
Program, and Scholarship. She again became Gamma Delta’s President in 1998.
On the Oakland County Coordinating Council, Sally was the group’s chairman (1987-1991 and 2000-2003) and the site
coordinator for the annual Birthday Brunch.
Sally began her involvement in the Michigan state organization by acting as a Chapter President Representative on PAC
(1989-91) and serving on the Leadership Development Committee (1989-91). She was Personal Growth and Service
Chair (1991-93) creating the state’s Woman of Distinction Scrapbook; then, she was elected First Vice-president
(1993-95), and State President (1995-97). She was elected chairman of the Nominations Committee (1999-2001).
Sally was named Michigan’s 1999 State Woman of Distinction and became Alpha Iota State’s Executive Secretary in
July 2000.
Sally attended the Golden Gift Leadership Management Seminar at the University of Texas - Austin in 1993. She was
on the Approve Convention Minutes Committee (1996-98) and acted as Floor Page in 1998. She was selected to serve
on the International Membership Committee (2000-2002) and as the Chairman (2002-2004).
Sally served at all levels to the end of her life. She was serving as President of Lambda Chapter and site coordinator for
Oakland Area Council’s magnificent Spring Brunch.
Sally Garrison’s presence will be greatly missed among our state DKG leadership. Sally was the “go-to” person if you
needed to know something about state DKG history, planning, or officer responsibilities. She had “been there and done
that” and was looked to for guidance by so many of us. As the state executive secretary, Sally Garrison had a pivotal
role in our planning. It was her duty to perform site inspections and made contracts for us with hotels and for other
matters. For our meetings, Sally tended to every detail and helped all of us do our responsibilities more successfully.
She was the person in our organization who knew what each officer needed to get accomplished. Sally was also
supportive and extremely helpful in our common purpose to be key women educators impacting education worldwide.
She also served as the Alpha Iota State Strategic Planning Chair.
Some of us have sought to honor the memory of Sally and her huge presence among us as chapter president, former
state president, state executive secretary, and International leader.
Those who wish to show appreciation for Sally's DKG work may honor her memory with a gift to the Alpha Iota State
Scholarship Fund. Please send contributions to Loretta Miles, State DKG Treasurer, 7099 Reflection Dr. NE,
Comstock Park, MI 49321-9639. Please mark as "Sally Garrison Memorial."
It is with heartfelt appreciation that we say “Goodbye” to a dear and caring DKG sister.
Dorothy E. Sample, PhD, Alpha Iota State President, 2015-2017
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Correspondence
Thank You Alpha Iota State

Below is an article sent by Dr. Sandra Imdieke, Northern Michigan University Professor and member of Delta Chapter,
who was recipient of the Katherine Keeling Memorial Grant, inspiring DKG women to apply for scholarships and
grants. She used the Katherine Keeling Memorial Grant to complete her travel to the Ame Nixon Library at the
University of California: Fresno.
She is a professor in the Education Department who specializes in children’s literature and has had three consecutive
articles in the DKG Collegial Exchange. (The Collegial Exchange is published two times a year.)
These articles evolve around the use of literature and the study of the characters and their stories. The titles of the
articles as they appear are:
1. Viewpoint Volume 82-2 2015 Courageous Female Literary Characters: Inspirations for
Individuals, Colleagues, and Chapters pg.23.
2. Viewpoint Volume 82-4 2016 Standing Up for Ourselves and Others: Loyal Female Literary
Characters pg. 30.
3. Viewpoint Volume 83-2 2016 Female Literacy Characters Overcoming Obstacles to Learning
pg. 33.
Any DKG members who have a love for children’s and young adult books would enjoy reading
these articles.
Submitted by Dr. Dorothy Sample, Mu, Alpha Iota State President

Delta Kappa Gamma Makes Personal Professional Development Possible
“I would love to attend that conference!” “I’m thinking about finishing that Master’s Degree, but our budget is tight
right now.” Did you know that Delta Kappa Gamma seeks to help make these wishes a reality? If these are wishes
you have had, consider applying for one of the following professional development scholarships. Forms and details
can be accessed through the Delta Kappa Gamma website, www.dkg.org.
The Lucile Cornetet Award for Professional Development: This award of up to $2.000 is granted to educators who
wish to participate in professional seminars, workshops, lecture series, national board certification or recertification,
online courses, and other non-degree program opportunities. Ms. Cornetet was a long-time educator in Ohio, and her
bequest has helped numerous members, myself included, further their professional development.
The Delta Kappa Gamma Scholarship Committee: This committee is charged with annually awarding up to thirty
$6,000 international scholarships to members for study at the master’s degree level and $10,000 for work at the
doctorate level.
The Katherine Keeling Memorial Grant: This grant of up to $500 is available for Michigan Delta Kappa Gamma
members and is intended to support members’ participation in seminars, workshops, research, including applied
research, or other work designed to contribute to their professional development as educators and/or to their
effectiveness in advocacy for and support of education. Ms. Keeling’s career spanned over forty years, and her service
to education and Delta Kappa Gamma continued long after her retirement from the classroom.
There’s no time like the present to make those professional development goals a reality through the generosity of these
Delta Kappa Gamma awards and scholarships.
Submitted by Dr. Sandra Imdieke, Delta Chapter, Katherine Keeling Memorial Grant Recipient

N

ote of Thanks: Alpha Iota Fall Conference was held at the Holiday Inn, Livonia, Michigan. It was
attended by 133 members from 41 chapters. There were 9 first timers. Chapters of Metro Council
contributed greatly to the smooth-running of Fall Conference and the Executive Board Meeting.
Thanks to Judi Fisher (Gamma Alpha), who was registrar; Cindy Dietz (Gamma Alpha), treasurer; and conference
co-chairs, Jackie Smart (Gamma Alpha) and Kathleen Rodak (Zeta). Key helpers were Esther Lokowske and other
Gamma Alpha members at registration. Special thanks to Linda Pastucha, Kathleen Rodak, Eileen Rodak and other
Zeta members who kept the property room; greeters were Gamma Gamma Chapter members.
The baskets given at the luncheon were the idea of Jackie Smart. Metro Council funded them. Eileen and Kathleen
Rodak put them together and, with Esther Loskowske, distributed them to members during the luncheon.
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Beta Sigma Hosts Upper Peninsula Conference
Bay College West, Iron Mountain, Michigan was the setting in October, for Beyond the 3 R’s: The Impact of
Social Issues Conference. Open to the public, it was attended mostly by DKG sisters from around the Upper
Peninsula, as well as, Alpha Iota State President, Dorothy Sample and Marilyn Hopkins, who is in charge of
chapter/council visitations for the state. Participants were enlightened on five topics, presented by experts in
their fields:
*Stress and Wellness by Dakota
Vanidestine (CPT, SNF) from the
YMCA of Marinette, WI,/
Menominee, MI. He noted how
stress affects the brain and impairs
decision making. He promoted
exercise and meditation to reduce
stress. As a specialist in Fitness
Nutrition, he cited benefits of
good eating habits to overall
physical and mental health.

*Mediation: The Peace Initiative by
Fred Lapinski, Trained Mediator for
UPCAP Resolution Services Program,
based in Escanaba, MI. This is a free
service provided as an alternative to
consulting an attorney. Volunteers
commit to a 44-hour training to
mediate (not solve or judge) problems
that two parties agree to come to a
satisfactory conclusion. The signed
document is enforceable in court. One
of our Beta Sigma sisters is a mediator.

*Learning Tolerance: An Answer to Bullying by Lacy S. Lauzon,
Behavior Consultant for Delta-Schoolcraft ISD, Escanaba, MI.
Lacy quoted Rick Warren “Hurt people hurt people” and related
many experiences she has had
in various classroom visits
working with students.
She maintains that bystanders
need to stop and not
encourage behaviors that
oppress others. Tolerance is
not agreeing, but accepting
differences and respecting the
value of each person.
Attachments by making
Lacy Lauzon, quoting John F. relationships, self-regulation,
Kennedy, “Tolerance implies no lack
of commitment to one's own beliefs. and affiliations by being part
Rather it condemns the oppression or of a group are some ways to
persecution of others. “
learn tolerance.

*UPSET on Drugs in the UP were presented
by Trooper Gregory Primeau, Drug
Recognition Expert and Trooper Geno
Basanese, Community Service Trooper, from
the Iron Mountain MI State Police Post. A
drug is any substance that impairs the ability to
operate a vehicle safely. These policemen
related many alarming facts about the
prevalence of drugs in our areas, as well as the
steps they use to evaluate offending
individuals .

*Multicultural Community by Renee Richer, PhD Biology,
University of Wisconsin, Marinette, MI. Dr. Richer, one of our
newest Beta Sigma Chapter members, has vast experience in her
teaching reaching from the U.S.A to
South African Zimbabwe; Qartar, Saudi
Arabia; and Armenia.
She explored the effects of Global Warming in Africa. We were exposed to the Europe/
Asia collapse of the Soviet Union effects. She informed us that Qatar in the last 10 years
has become one of the richest countries… yet only 20% of its population is now native.
Not only did we gain insight of these diverse cultures, but she pointed out that school
populations in the U.S. are ever changing. Hispanic, Asian and, African American
students are among the majority in many schools today. By 2043, the U.S. Census
Dr. Renee Richer donned the Bureau projects the majority of residents will be non-white. By 2050, 34% of children
abaya that she purchased will be immigrants themselves or children of at least one immigrant parent.
and wore at times in Qatar.
However, teachers will still be mostly white. Educators may be out of touch because
they have different backgrounds. We need understanding and must learn from our differences. We need to accept our
differences and make the most of our strengths.
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State Committees
A Parliamentary Moment
Making a Motion at an Alpha Iota
State Meeting

In parliamentary procedure, as defined in
Robert's Rules of Order, “A motion is a formal
proposal by a member, in a meeting, that the
assembly take certain action.” (RONR, 11th ed.,
p.27, 18-19). A member may make a motion
that brings it’s subject to the group’s attention;
or it may follow a presentation, or a committee report.
The basic procedure for presenting a motion is to obtain the
floor by being recognized by the chair of the meeting. Then
state the motion by saying, “I move that….or I move to.” The
motion must then be seconded, and stated by the chair before
the motion is discussed by the group.
When making a motion at an Alpha Iota Executive Board and/
or General Membership meeting, a member must use an
official motion form. The “Meeting Rules” that are read at the
beginning of the meeting state that: “All motions,
amendments, or resolutions shall be written on the official
sheet, signed and sent to the chair before or immediately after
being proposed. No action can be taken on the motion until
the chair has a written copy.” Motion forms can be obtained
from the parliamentarian or the recording secretary prior to the
beginning of the meeting.

Funding Our Purposes
Our “Funding Our Purposes”
raffle at our Fall Conference was
successful thanks to the volunteers
who sold tickets, the many giving
chapters and creative individuals
who donated baskets and items,
and to the generous members who purchased
tickets. A special thanks to Joyce Daglow for
overseeing the entire event.
We will again have our raffle at Convention in
Bay City on Saturday, May 6. Both large and
small items from chapters or individuals are
needed. Remember that you need to complete a
form for the State of Michigan to turn in with
your donation. Each item must be described and
a value noted. Proceeds from the auction go to
three funds: Scholarships, World Fellowship and
Members
Supporting
Members.
Your
contribution to the auction also helps your
chapter earn a point in criteria for the Award of
the Rose.
Thank you for your continuing participation and
generosity.
Submitted by Fran Saenz and Carol Anderson,
Gamma Alpha, Funding Our Purposes Co-chairs

Submitted by Gloria Richards, Nu
Alpha Iota State Parliamentarian

Scholarships and Grants
Delta Kappa Gamma has competitive scholarships at both the state and international level. There are grants for
educators working on a graduate degree, and retaining, or seeking an additional endorsement in education. The DKG
Educational Foundation grants more than $150,000 each year to support creative projects, seminars, and professional
development.
Alpha Iota State offers non-competitive grants to attend the International Convention or the
Northeast Regional Conference. This year the Kathy Cashen Grant will be available to attend the
Northeast Regional Conference. It will provide a grant, one time only, to one member from each
chapter to partially cover the cost of her registration. The amount of the grant will be dependent on
the number of applicants (limited to one per chapter).
Information and application forms for any of the Alpha Iota grants can be found online at
www.dkgmichigan.org. See State Forms under Resources. Also check out events. You may also
contact the committee chair.
Guidelines and application forms for the International grants and scholarships can be found online at www.dkg.org .
Submitted by Judi Fisher, Gamma Alpha, Scholarship Committee Chair
20180 Rippling Lane, Northville, 48167 - (248-808-0477) judifisher@yahoo.com
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State Committees
From the Historian’s Boxes: Who Is Effie Downer?
A quick search of the infamous Historian’s boxes yielded a hefty file with Miss Downer’s name
on it. A quick glance revealed that she was the first president of Alpha Iota State and a member
of Chapter Alpha. But arguably as important was her influence and support of women in
education. She touched the lives of hundreds of teachers through her work at Wayne State
University and during her retirement. She was described as open-minded, witty and a very
giving person. Miss Downer passed away in 1983, at the age of 95. Can you imagine the
changes she saw in education during those 95 years? Imagine what she would be thinking today
of computers, tablets, white boards and all the assistive devices. I bet she’d be at the head of the
line embracing new teaching tools that are effective.
A Laboratory Manual for Student Teaching (She was on the textbook committee.) published in 1927 by the authority
of The Board of Education of the City of Detroit is among the artifacts that defined Miss Downer’s AI presidency.
Included was the K-8 curriculum from the education department at Detroit Teacher’s College. Selected comments
about kindergarten included “no reading per se; but, a variety of rich experiences to aid in comprehension, increase
vocabulary and a feeling that reading symbols play a part in life situations”. Math goals for 8th graders included:
taxation, insurance ideas, ratio & proportion, forestry, stocks & bonds, geometry and metric system.
I also found her hand written notes describing her initiation into Delta Kappa Gamma. Miss Downer was a personal
friend of Dr. Annie Webb Blanton and was responsible for bringing Delta Kappa Gamma to Michigan. The following
excerpt is from these notes.
In May 1938, I with 25 others were initiated by Dr. Blanton at the Hotel Olds in Lansing. Following the
initiation those with 12 or more from one area formed a chapter. Alpha and Beta chapters were formed.
Delta and Gamma members present that day returned home, acquired 12 members – enough to organize
Delta and Gamma chapters.
You will be interested to know the story of one committee we no longer have. That is the Pioneer Women
Company Dr. Blanton had a trunk full of dolls, dressed as pioneer women teachers. These dolls went to
each National convention and were on display. Each State was to add one doll to the collection. We (Alpha
Iota) selected Alice Freeman Palmer, a well-known Michigan Educator, to honor with a doll in her memory.
We commissioned a doll to be made by an art instructor at Michigan State College. It was to be a ceramic
one. He turned over the task to his brother who turned out to be no artist. The doll he made was drab and
heavy. It was sent to headquarters, our contribution to the Doll Collection. Dr. Blanton wrote to us on
receipt of the doll, “Send me no more heavy dolls; because she breaks the other dolls and her nose is
broken.” Later we sent a beautiful ceramic doll that was on display. In regard to the dolls that the State of
Michigan collected from each of our chapters, Mary Lord, Pioneer Women Chairman buried all of them in
her back yard in Charlotte. So ended the saga of the Michigan dolls and the Pioneer Women Company.
Why am I writing about Miss Downer now? Because, I was
given Miss Effie Downer’s Founders’ Certificate at the Fall
Conference in Livonia. We are all members of a professional
society that has had immeasurable influence on students,
teachers and our State.
Submitted by Dr. Nancy Halmhuber Navarre, Gamma Gamma,
State History Chair

NOTE: Certificate is signed by founder and
1938 International President Mamie S. Bastian
and Marjorie Southhall, International
Corresponding Secretary
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State Committees
The 2016-2017 Coordinating Council Season Has Begun
Annual Meetings and Planning Sessions are Underway!
Our Coordinating Councils are actively finalizing plans for 2016-2017. After the
Executive Board Meeting at the Fall Conference in Livonia, many councils met. Each
council has its own way of preparing for its annual event. Their governances change
from region to region and the responsibilities and formats are also different. Flint
shared their new plan and copies were given out at the Fall Executive Board and
Conference. We are a very creative group!
Thank you to the Flint Area Coordinating Council for sharing your rules and by-laws with us.
The Upper Peninsula Coordinating Council held its Council program, Education Beyond the 3 R’s, on
October 1, 2016, in Iron Mountain, Michigan. Participants learned about Teaching Tolerance/Reducing
Bullying, Mediation for Adults and Children, UPSET on Drugs in the UP, Learning from Other Cultures, and
Dealing with Stress. Participants also enjoyed the beautiful autumn colors in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula.
The Northern Lights Coordinating Council met at B.J.’s Restaurant in Gaylord, Michigan, on October 29,
2016 to gather for a delicious luncheon, complete their business meeting, and participate in a “Make and
Take Craft Time” with Meg Devers of Alpha Xi.
Within the Northern Lights Coordinating Council, chapters are inviting one another to local meetings,
luncheons, and dinners. This is a great idea to promote more opportunities for Delta Kappa Gamma
activities and companionship.
The Cascades Council had its Coordinating Council event on November 5, 2016, at the Cascades Manor
House, Jackson, Michigan. Nancy Geiger was the guest speaker and a member of Gamma Alpha. She is the
“Apron Lady!” We learned our lessons about aprons from Nancy, who gave a very charming and amusing
presentation. “If we listen to the stories that aprons tell, we can learn about women’s historical roles, fashion
trends, and 20th Century American culture.” New members were initiated, and the 25-26-year members were
honored. The auctions went very well and the luncheon was delicious.
The Sub-Committee for our Alpha Iota State Coordinating Councils welcomes YOU. The roles of our SubCommittee members include attending local Coordinating Councils and sharing the fun with Gedy. SubCommittee members may act as Gedy’s representative. If you are interested in becoming part of the
Coordinating Councils Sub-Committee, please contact Gedy. She can use your help.
Many other Councils have planned events for springtime and I will keep you updated on these in upcoming
issues of The Wolverine. All DKG sisters are welcome to attend any Coordinating Council. Local councils
like to greet old friends and meet new friends at their council events. If you are not active in your local
Coordinating Council, please consider joining one. I hope to see you there!
If your Coordinating Council has additional activities, please contact Dr. Gedy Love at
drgedy@frontiernet.net .
Submitted by Dr. Gedy Love, Omicron, State Coordinating Council Chair

Pins Available for honoring:
Chapter Woman of Distinction.

Red letters are on a gold background.
The dark areas are raised gold.
Available at State meetings or via mail with
small shipping charge. Contact J-Jay Pechta
See page 2.
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Key Woman Educator Pin
Pin shows gold laurel leaves with a diamond setting.
An open red rose with green leaves outlined in gold
on a black background is in the center.
The DKG letters are in red. Gold letters read...
“KEY WOMEN EDUCATORS.”

State Committees
Leadership Opportunities Abound
At both the international and state levels of DKG, there are a number of opportunities to enhance
and expand your leadership skills. Some are available with the click of a computer key, while
others will require a little travel.
We are leaders in our professional and personal lives and as DKG members. In the Society, the
term “leader” encompasses not just chapter and state organization officers and committee chairs but other members as
well. The term includes those women in your chapter who do not have a “title” but are the movers and shakers in the
group. You know them! They step in to help in any way they can, and their ideas and dedication keep the chapter
moving in the right direction. Others lead by quiet example and through shared experience. Keep in mind that all
members are DKG and educational leaders at one time or another!
Everyone should take a look at the DKG website, dkg.org and explore committee pages, publications and resources.
For example, the Leadership Development Committee offers a series of excellent questions and answers regarding
training for state and chapter officers and committee chairs, and a new member asks about ways in which she can take
on leadership roles in her chapter and beyond. The suggestions given can be a springboard to discussions and programs
in your chapter and invites the involvement and input of all members.
Publications such as the Bulletin and the Collegial Exchange are treasure troves of articles on a variety of educational
and leadership topics. These can be useful for officers and committees and to all of us as educational leaders. Volume
83-1 of the Bulletin spotlights early-career educators and has articles on teacher leaders, mentoring, and the training of
supervisors and administrators. The DKG News, delivered to your home, has columns that focus on ideas for
strengthening and building successful chapters and membership issues and suggestions. The Presidents’ Page has
information that is applicable to all members, not just officers. Recent issues reminded us of the updated orientation
and re-orientation powerpoint presentations. Membership chairs can use these for welcoming new members and for
energizing current members. Earlier issues talk about copyright rules, the Schools for Africa project, and involving
new members in chapter activities. Current issues of these publications are easily found at the bottom of the “Home”
page of the DKG website. Other issues are archived for your convenience.
Lastly, with a little packing and travel, members can attend state events and regional conferences. Members can
experience our state organization's convention in Bay City, the weekend of May 5-7, 2017. There will be speakers,
breakout sessions on a variety of subjects and the opportunity to chat with other DKG women. There will also be
coordinating council events scheduled around the state. These often feature presentations and activities that can
generate ideas for your own chapter. Watch for dates and announcements in The Wolverine. In the summer of 2017,
DKG Regional Conferences will be held all over the world. The Northeast Regional Conference (NERC) will be in
Windsor, Ontario, July 12-14. It is a perfect chance to attend a conference that is relatively close to home. Other
regional conferences will be in Honolulu, HI; Spearfish, SD; Myrtle Beach, SC; and in Estonia.
As women, educators, and members of The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International, we are all leaders. We owe it
to ourselves and others to continue to learn and grow, helping to strengthen our profession, chapters and our DKG
Society. Take advantage of all the opportunities that are available and share what you learn with those around you.
Submitted by Liz VanWestenburg, Gamma Gamma, Leadership Development Committee Chair
Anniversary Pins available for sale. Cost $9.00 each, shipping extra. To order pins contact J-Jay Pechta, information page 2.

Bright Gold

Antique Copper

Bright Gold

Bright Gold
Emerald

Antique Gold

Bright Gold

Bright Copper

Bright Silver

Bright Gold

Bright Gold

NEW Diamond Shape
Black
background
with Gold Inlay.
A diamond gem
for that special
member. Can be
awarded by the
Chapter or State as a special
award.
The
pin
reads;
International Society for Key
Women Educators.
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State Committees
World Fellowship
Once again, Alpha Iota State has
answered the call for items to donate to
support the World Fellowship raffle at
the Fall convention was held in Livonia
on Oct. 21-22, 2016. Members and
chapters generously donated 24 items to
raffle and a grand total of $1,700 was
raised in support of “Member to Member” and
World Fellowship. Thank you to chapters and
individuals who donated items and those kind
members who gave their time and effort to sell
tickets. Without the generous shoppers this event
would not be possible! Please consider creating a
basket or providing an item to add to the raffle at the
Spring Convention in Bay City this May. Remember
that donating an item gets your chapter closer to the
“Award of the Rose.”
Have you ever wondered about the beginnings of the
World Fellowship program? The program began as
a project to aid women in war–torn countries to gain
higher education. The initial award was given in
1960 and was in the amount of $2,500. Since then
more than $3,811,171 has been contributed to the
fund. As of 2015, more than 900 women from more
than 120 countries have received aid through the
World Fellowship grants to pursue advanced degrees
in the U.S. and Canada. Currently, about 20 women
pursuing Masters and PhDs are World Fellowship
recipients and several women have received
extensions of their fellowship grants.
The World Fellowship committee grants funds in
accordance with the Constitution and International
Standing Rules when sufficient funds are available.
They maintain contact with recipients for the
duration of their studies, and when possible,
encourage members to maintain contact with the
recipients studying in their state. The committee
may also grant requests for fellowship extensions.
Contributions and bequests determine the number
and amounts of the awards each year. Contributions
to the World Fellowship Fund may be made using
Form 43 or with the on-line contribution form. Both
can be accessed at www.dkg.org under Forms,
Contribution Forms. Your contributions are tax
deductible in the US and other countries.
Submitted by Joyce Daglow, Gamma, World Fellowship Chair

The Personnel Committee Announces
Staff Vacancy
The Personnel Committee announces one staff vacancy,
effective July 1, 2017* for:
Executive Secretary
The vacancy occurred due to the resignation of Sarah (Sally)
Garrison on November 18, 2016. Her resignation was due to
extreme health issues making it impossible for her to complete
her 3- year contract with Alpha Iota State which began July 1,
2016.
The vacancy will cover from July 1, 2017-June 30, 2020.
Through June 30, 2017, the vacancy will be covered by Interim
Executive Secretary, Jacqulyn (Jackie) Smart. She was
appointed by Alpha Iota State President Dr. Dorothy Sample on
Friday, November 18, 2016.
The application deadline is March 1, 2017. The application
form may be found at dkgmichigan.org.
According to Alpha Iota State Bylaws, Section 2,G. Executive
Secretary (employed) duties include:
 Maintain and arrange for the preservation of all archival
materials. This is done in conjunction with the History
Committee.
 Make recommendations to The Executive Board regarding
sites of state conventions, State Executive Board meetings,
state area workshops.
 Execute legal documents as directed by the president.
 Perform other duties and responsibilities as directed by the
president and the Executive Board and as prescribed in the
job description and the contract.
Qualifications include demonstrated expertise in the following
areas:
Interpersonal Communication Skills
Organizational/Coordination/Record Keeping skills
Computer/Word Processing Software Skills
Time Management/ Prioritizing Skills to Meet Deadlines
Information and application forms are available on the website
of Alpha Iota State (see above) and by contacting:
Kay Ostrom, Personnel Committee Chairman
1650 Bayview Drive
Muskegon, MI 49441
231-798-2643
gakaos1650@yahoo.com
Completed applications are to be emailed or sent to Kay Ostrom
at the above address.

Visit the updated Alpha Iota State Website : The address is dkgmichigan.org
►Bay City Convention Forms

►Resources/President’s Mailing/ Newsletter & Membership Forms

►Resources/State Forms/ Chapter Visitations, Nominations, Scholarship/Grant Applications
►World Fellowship Auction Donation Form
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►Archival Issues of The Wolverine

State Committees
Scholarship Committee
Encourages You to Participate to Win
In the drawing of name tags at the breakfast meeting during
the Fall Conference, the following people had their
registration reimbursed from the Member-to-Member
account: Marilyn Lake, Zeta; Janice Plair-Brown, Epsilon;
and Eileen Rodak, Zeta.
The Kathy Cashen Grant raffle money provides registration
reimbursement to first or one time only members who wish
to attend the Northeast Regional Conference. Mary Bischoff
-Greer, Omega Chapter and Linda Spencer from Beta Tau
Chapter won the drawing and split the 50/25/25 raffle
money.
The NE Regional Conference will be in Windsor, Ontario,
Canada, July 12-14. Any chapter member wishing to attend
can apply for partial registration reimbursement. You will
find a form on the DKG Michigan website.

Is Your Dissertation Completed?
Alpha Iota State would like to honor members who
have recently completed their doctoral degree. If
you, or a member you know, should be so
honored, please fill in and submit the form found
on our state website. The information is due to me
by April 1, 2017. The degree should have been
completed between March 15, 2016 and March 15
of 2017. If you would prefer, I am happy to mail or
e-mail a copy to you. International would also like
to know about your accomplishment. Recognition
is given at the convention.
Submitted by Shaila Jehle, Alpha Theta,
State Research Committee Chair
2323 Melton Dr.
Howell, MI 48843

Submitted by Judi Fisher, Gamma Alpha, Scholarship Chair

Communication is the Key to a Vital Chapter
It is very important to keep your members informed of
local, state and international initiatives. Use newsletters,
email, websites, Facebook and snail mail (for those who do
not have an email) to keep members informed and updated.
All chapters by now should have a website. Websites can
provide in-depth and up-to-date information about your
chapter. There are usually one or two techies in every
chapter who could be in charge of setting up your website.
Follow the state and international guidelines.
So how about it? If you don’t have a website, why not make
it a project this year to increase membership and appeal to
younger educators.
Submitted by Sharron LaHaie, Alpha Xi, State Communications Chair

We Want to Visit with YOU
One of the most valuable rewards for
your chapter could be a visit from a state
officer. Our President, Dr. Dorothy
Sample, as well as, any other state
officer would be most pleased to visit
your chapter. You may select any officer and we will
do our best to match your request times.
Forms for requesting a visitation are available on
online at:
www.dkgmichigan.org
You may also call Marilyn Hopkins at
(810-691-7062) or email her at:
marilynhopkinsdkg@gmail.com
Please let us hear from you this year.
Submitted by Marilyn Hopkins, Mu, State Visitation Chair

Alpha Iota State’s Lifetime Service Award
Alpha Iota State’s newest award, the Lifetime Service Award, honors chapter members who fit either
(or both) of the following categories: the woman has been a member of DKG for at least fifty years
or has reached the age of eighty. This award seeks to honor those members for their important
contributions to education and to DKG. It is an opportunity to applaud the actions of these members
who have given much to our profession and the field of education and to The Delta Kappa Gamma
Society International. They have had a positive impact on the education and the lives of many
children, and their accomplishments are a big part of the history of the Society. Showcasing the work of these
honorees will also help all members understand the past, the projects and the legacy of their chapter.
On the state organization’s website, www.dkgmichigan.org, there is more information about the award and the award
process. For the application and to obtain the certificate, please look under “Resources,” then “State Forms.”
Celebrate and acknowledge the women of our state organization. They are generous, dedicated, hardworking women
educators. They are the heart of DKG! (The Lifetime Service Award counts for one point towards The Chapter
Award of the Rose).
Submitted by Liz VanWestenburg, Gamma Gamma, Alpha Iota State Immediate Past President
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State Committees
Professional Affairs Committee is
Calling All Presiders
Planning on attending the State Convention
in Bay City? The Professional Affairs
Committee can use your help. Presiding a
session is fun and easy. You introduce the
presenter, pass out any handouts, stamp
SCECH forms, and write a brief summary of your
impressions of the session for The Wolverine. If you are
interested in presiding a session at the State Convention
in Bay City, please contact me.
I would also like to extend my thanks to the members
who presided over a session at Fall Conference: Cathy
Stone, Bernice Haglund, Amy Wright, Esther
Loskowske, Diane Shull, Lisa Leimeister, Meg Devers,
Joan Dillman, Kay Tebo, Kay Ostrom, Anne Wade, and
Marilyn Hopkins. A big thank you goes to Amy Wright
for stepping into my role as Professional Affairs chair
during my absence. Your willingness to volunteer
helped to make the Livonia Fall Conference a success.

Energize Your Meetings with Icebreakers
Circle Introduction
Have everyone seated in a circle (or if group is very
large, use several circles). Allow a brief time for
everyone to speak with the person on her right - getting
the person’s name accurately. Then ask each person to
introduce that individual to the group and describe that
person with words that start with her initials. For
example, “On my right is Chris Bates, who is as cute as
a button,” or “This is Judi Fisher who is judicious and
fun-loving.”

Submitted by Jackie Smart, Gamma Alpha, Professional Affairs Chair

Articles Wanted
For The Wolverine about:
Chapter News
Events/Celebrations
Program Ideas and Resources
Good Works
Pictures with captions
Spring Issue Deadline
February15, 2017

e-mail-jpechta.dkg@comcast.net
Wear your Key pin
with pride as it is a mark of distinction and
reflects the rich traditions of
The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International.
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Online Tips and Tricks
Two sites on the internet can provide genuine help in
the everyday tasks associated with membership and
chapter leadership.
The International Website is
found at www.dkg.org. This site
contains vital information about
the Society and our work, as
well
as
registration
for
International
and
Regional
Events such as next summer’s Regional Conference in
nearby Windsor, Ontario. To get the most out of this
site, including access to forms and orientation
materials, you will wish to sign in. Signing in is easy.
Your username is your member number (found on
your membership card or by contacting your chapter
treasurer) or by looking on your International mailings
and dropping the last digit. The opening password is
published in the latest edition of the DKG NEWS or
ask your chapter president. While you are at the
International website, you may also want to shop for
free brochures for potential members, as well as other
society items that will help you spread the word.
Our state also has a website which is located
at www.dkgmichigan.org. Our site has some password
protected pages. The password is the first two words
in our song with no space and no capital letters. On
this site you will find access to registration to state
events, forms, and contact information.
As you use these sites and others, remember to surf
safely. When you are on a secure section of the site,
check to make sure you are secure by ensuring that
your web address begins with https:// instead
of http:// Also, look for a closed padlock. These are
clues that you are in a secure section of the
website. As always, if something on one of these sites
seems wrong or makes you nervous, contact your
friendly state webmaster at twebster@lawtoncs.org
Submitted by Tamara Webster, State Webmaster

Come Join the Rosebud Chorus
Get in on the ground floor. Pick your time to rehearse
before the Spring Convention. Music will be available
to you via email or snail mail! A link for
music rehearsal will be available on the
state website at www.dkgmichigan.org.
You will be Equipped, Encouraged,
Engaged and Empowered.
Contact dddshul@aol.com (Note: only one "L")
7069 Convent Blvd.,
Sylvania, OH 43560
Music available the end of March.

Nominations Committee Presents Slate (2017-2019)
President, Nancy Everett, Alpha Xi, Area D
Nancy was initiated into Alpha Xi in September, 1996. She served her chapter as President
in 2002-2004.
At the state level, Nancy has been Music Co-chairman, Membership Chair, and is completing
her second biennium as First Vice President. Nancy has taken part in such activities as
preparing newcomer bags, leadership development conferences, presenter at conventions and
workshops, and involvement in the Rose Bud Choir. Nancy was president of the Northern
Lights Coordinating Council from 2005-2009. For several years, Nancy has been honored by
being asked to participate in the International Choir as a soloist. In July of 2010, Nancy
participated in the Golden Gift Leadership Management Seminar.
Nancy attended Marygrove College, Saginaw Valley and Livingston University, majoring in
music. She is currently teaching K-5 music in three elementary schools in the Alpena School
District and plans to retire in June 2017.
First Vice President, Dr. Ranae Beyerlein, Alpha Mu, Area A
Ranae was initiated into Alpha Mu in May of 1995. She has served on various chapter
committees and as President, Vice President, and Secretary at the chapter level.
For Alpha Iota State, Ranae co-chaired the Women in the Arts Committee and also served as
Corresponding Secretary and Second Vice President. In 2011, Ranae was recognized with the
DKG State Woman of Distinction Award.
She served on the Educational Excellence Committee at the International Level for the 20142016 biennium.
Ranae taught HS Chemistry and Biology at Grosse Pointe South High School. She was an
adjunct Professor for the Michigan State University, teaching master’s level Educational
Leadership courses in 2009-2010, while serving as a research assistant. She served as
president of the Grosse Pointe Education Association for two terms and as vice president for
three terms.
After retiring in 2013, Ranae continues to tutor students in Biology and Chemistry, teaches as
an adjunct professor at Macomb Community College, and works as a University Supervisor for Eastern Michigan
University, placing and supervising student teachers in their internships in classrooms.

Second Vice President, Anne Wade, Alpha Lambda, Area C
Anne joined DKG in 2002 and is currently President of the Alpha Lambda Chapter in the Lansing
area. She is also State chair of the Personal Growth and Services Committee. She has served as the
Communications Committee chair, Nominations Committee member, and as President-at-Large on
the Presidents’ Advisory Committee.
Anne is completing her 18th year of teaching at Williamston High School. She teaches World
History, AP World History and leads the Model United Nations club at the middle and high
schools. She has been married to David for 21 years and they have 3 sons: Jesse (17), Aaron (14),
and Lucas (12).

Recording Secretary, Sharon Smith, Epsilson, Area C
Sharon Smith has been a member of Epsilon Chapter since 2005. She has served on several
committees and is currently serving a second biennium as Chapter President. She is also chair of
the Great Southwest Coordinating Council.
Sharon has served Alpha Iota State as President-at-Large, Area C, and on the Presidents' Advisory
Committee for the 2015-2017 biennium. She was assistant for the Registration Committee for the
May 2016 State Convention in Kalamazoo.
Sharon earned a BA in Elementary Education and an MA in Teaching of Reading from Western
Michigan University. Sharon taught in the Parchment Schools for forty years, teaching
kindergarten, first and second grade, and reading. Sharon was a leader in 4H for 25 years and has
served in numerous volunteer activities. She retired from education in 2009.
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Nominations Committee Presents Slate, Continued
Corresponding Secretary, Kay Tebo, Gamma Eta, Area D
Kay Tebo is being presented as the nominee for the office of Corresponding Secretary. Kay is a
member of Gamma Eta Chapter and resides in Cheboygan, MI. She is the Immediate Past
President of her chapter, having served 2 bienniums (2010-2014). Currently she is the secretary
of Gamma Eta. She was awarded the Chapter Woman of Distinction in 2015.
At the State level, Kay became chairman of the Professional Affairs Committee for 2011 and
continued in that position through 2015. She also served as Registrar at the Alpha Iota State
Convention in Traverse City in 2010. Presently, she is a member of the Legislation, History and
Leadership Development Committees.
Kay retired from Cheboygan Area Schools in 2008. Kay began her career teaching 5-6th grades
in 1983. She was a Title I Consultant for 3 years and became the district's Title I Director along
with Principal duties. She finished her career as an Elementary Principal after16 years. In her
community, Kay has been the secretary for the Prayer Breakfast Committee and the Northland
Players Committee. She served on the Cheboygan Area Arts Council, the Art Park, the
Cheboygan Art Fair, as a volunteer in the local hospital gift shop, the Crisis Pregnancy Center,
and presently is a Vital Care/Hospice Volunteer, and acts as House Captain and/or usher for the
Cheboygan Opera House.

Slate for Nominations Committee 2017-2019 Biennium
Past State President, Nancy Berkompas, Alpha Tau, Area D
Nancy joined Alpha Tau Chapter in 1994 and has served as chair and member of the
Membership Committee. She has served three different terms as Chapter President, Chairman
of the Standing Rules, and Chair of the Music Committee. She also has been active in the U. P.
Council. In 2004, she was recognized as Alpha Tau’s Chapter Woman of Distinction. She also
has attended Northeast Regional Conferences and International Conventions.
On the State level, in addition to being a scribe and presenter, she has served as a President-atLarge on PAC, Chair of the Rules/Bylaws and Professional Affairs Committees. She also
served as First Vice President and finished out the last three months as State President during the
2005-2007 biennium.
Nancy has spent her career in the field of education. She has taught all grades from first through
college. Currently, she is the governance specialist for the Bay Mills Community College’s
Charter Schools Office. She retired as the Superintendent of the Rudyard Area Schools district.
In DKG she is often referred to as the “prison lady,” having worked in correctional education for
fourteen years.

Member-at-Large, Bernice Haglund, Beta Beta, Area B
Bernice is a member of the Beta Beta Chapter and resides in Jackson, MI. Bernice has served in
many positions within her chapter, including President and Co-President for eight years. She is
a member of the Cascades Coordinating Council and has served as president since 2008.
At the state level, Bernice has served as Second Vice President, Recording Secretary,
Corresponding Secretary, and President-at-Large on the Presidents’ Advisory Council.
Professionally, Bernice is a member of the Orton Dyslexia Society and is an Orton Gillingham
trainer. She was an adjunct professor at Northern Michigan from 1996-1998. Bernice taught in
the Houghton Public School system in the early 1970s, then moved to the Michigan Center
Schools in 1974 to teach first and second grades, and Reading Recovery, until her retirement in
2008.
Currently Bernice is a travel agent and has been a member of Business and Professional Women
since 1974. She is currently a member of AAUW. She serves as assistant director for Area 23
of MARSP, and the Jackson Chapter (JCARSP ) of Retired School Personnel.
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Nominations Comittees Presents Slate, Continued
Slate for Nomination Committee 2017-2019 Biennium
Past Chapter President, Judi Fisher, Gamma Alpha, Area A
Judi was initiated into DKG in 1997 and immediately became active in chapter activities. She
served as chapter president from 2004-2006 and held other offices and committee
chairmanships.
At the state level, Judi has been State Convention Co-chair, registrar for four Fall Conferences
and four State Conventions. She chaired World Fellowship, Personal Growth and Services, and
Funding Our Purposes Committees. She is currently serving on the Nominations Committee.
Judi was selected as State Woman of Distinction in 2013.
She loves to attend Women in the Arts, read, knit, play bridge, take walks and travel anywhere.
She volunteers at Seedlings Braille Books for Blind Children and enjoys her involvement in
Delta Kappa Gamma.

Member-at-Large/State Experience, Joanne Gardner, Upsilon, Area C
Joanne Gardner was initiated in October 1987. She has served her chapter as chairman of the
Contact and Sunshine, Initiation and Membership Committees. She has been co-chairman of
the Membership and Nominations Committees, as well as, having been elected to serve on the
Budget and Finance Committee. She was chapter president during the 2004 - 2006 biennium.
For Alpha Iota State, she has served on the History, Finance, U.S. Forum, Membership,
Yearbook Evaluation, Wilma Adams Scholarship, Leadership Development, NE Regional
Steering Committee, and chairman of the Coordinating Council Committee. She has presented
and served as scribe at numerous State events. She has attended a number of Northeast
Regional Conferences and International Conventions. She was privileged to be a floor page
during the general sessions in Minneapolis.
Throughout her professional career, she was a member of the Michigan Speech and Language
Association, The American Speech and Hearing Association, MEA, and NEA. For the local
Education Association, she served as Secretary, Treasurer, and member of the Board of
Directors, Building Leadership, and Student Crisis Intervention Team. She retired from service in 1993. Joanne is a
member of the Order of Eastern Star, where she has held numerous offices including that of Worthy Matron and served
as chapter treasurer for 20 plus years.

Current Chapter President, Cathy Stone, Gamma Eta, Area D
Cathy is a charter member of Gamma Eta. She is currently serving her chapter as president,
and is president of the Northern Lights Coordinating Council. In the past, she has held the
offices of First Vice President and Parliamentarian.
On the state level, Cathy has served on the Professional Affairs Committee and is currently
on the Nominations Committee, the Presidents’ Advisory Committee as a President –at –
Large, and the Alpha Iota State Legislation Committee.
Cathy had attended several Regional Conferences and International Conventions. In March
of 2014, she had an opportunity to attend the US Forum Legislative Seminar in Washington
DC.
Cathy has taught for the Cheboygan Area Schools for 19 years. She was an elementary
principal for Inland Lakes for three years, then she returned to Cheboygan Area Schools for
an additional 18 years.

Submitted by the Nominations Committee: Gloria Fisher, Chairman, Nu, Area B; Judy Foster, Past State President,

Upsilon, Area C; Judi Fisher, Past Chapter President, Gamma Alpha, Area A; Cathy Stone, Current Chapter President,
Gamma Eta, Area D; Julie Kowalski, Member-at-large, Alpha Xi, Area D

If your actions inspire others to dream more,
learn more, do more and become more,
you are a leader.
Winter 2017 The Wolverine Page 15

State Convention - Bay City
Reminders!
Alpha Iota State and Chapter
Woman of Distinction Awards
The Alpha Iota State Woman of Distinction
Award is a competitive award program. A
member nominated for this award should be
chosen because she has made significant
contributions to education and the Society
beyond the chapter level. A member who has
been previously nominated, but not selected as
Alpha Iota State Woman of Distinction, may be
nominated again. Please remember that a currently serving
state elected officer or employee cannot be nominated until
her term has ended. Chapter Presidents and/or Chapter
Personal Growth and Services Chairs are encouraged to
complete the application found on the state website and send
it to Anne Wade, State Personal Growth and Services
Committee Chair, by April 1, 2017.
The Chapter Woman of Distinction Award provides an
opportunity for a chapter to honor a member who has
exhibited an outstanding contribution to education, her
chapter, and/or her community. Individual chapters decide
upon the criteria and method of selection for the Chapter
Woman of Distinction Award. Chapters may choose a
member for the honor by involving the entire chapter in the
selection process or allowing the Personal Growth and
Services Committee to decide. Occasionally, chapters select
more than one individual as the year’s Chapter Woman of
Distinction. The name of the honoree is to be reported to
Anne Wade, State Personal Growth and Services Committee
Chair. The form MUST be returned by April 1st in order for
the honoree to receive a recognition certificate at the State
Convention.
The
email
for
submission
is
dkgmichiganpersonal@gmail.com
Submitted by Anne Wade, Alpha Lambda,
Personal Growth and Services Chair

Alpha Iota State Convention
Chapter/Committee Sales Application
Saturday, May 6, 2017 at DoubleTree Hilton
Riverfront, Bay City, Michigan
Chapter/Commitee:________________________
Topic: (Sales table or type of exhibit) *Note: bring all
supplies needed to set up your 6-8 foot sales table
Person(s) in charge____________________________
Address______________________________________
City, State, Zip ________________________________
Phone _______________________________________
Email _______________________________________
Cost per table $15. Make checks payable to Delta
Kappa Gamma—Return by April 1, 2017 to:
CarolAnderson, 5855 Wedgewood Rd.
Canton, MI 48187, jlcaba@comcast.net
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PRESIDENTS’ PROCESSION
RSVP BY APRIL 1, 2017
During the President’s Banquet at the Alpha Iota State
Convention, we will celebrate and honor our chapter
presidents. The gala is Saturday, May 6, 2017, at the
DoubleTree by Hilton in Bay City, MI. So, as the late
Dr. Paula Dent said, “Wear your prettiest dress” and
allow us to present our chapter presidents to the
membership and thank them for serving their chapter
and DKG.
The immediate past state president is responsible for
coordinating the Presidents’ Procession. To make sure
things go smoothly, we need to have an accurate count
and names of those who will be participating in the
procession that evening. Please use the form below or
the interactive form on the Alpha Iota website,
www.dkgmichigan.org to RSVP your attendance and
participation in the procession. If you are unable to
attend the banquet and participate in the procession,
please send a representative to stand in for you. We
would like to have every chapter represented. If,
however, there will be no representative from your
chapter, please let us know.
We will have a rehearsal for the procession. The
rehearsal generally takes place immediately following
the Combined Executive Board and General
Membership meeting on the evening before the
banquet. That date would be May 5, 2017. All chapter
presidents or their representatives should plan on
attending this rehearsal.
Complete the interactive form (on the dkgmichigan.org
website) and email the information to:
Liz VanWestenburg, dkgmipastprez@gmail.com or,
if necessary, mail the form to:
Liz VanWestenburg, c/o Sandy Downs,
47755 Vistas Circle N, Canton, MI 48188
***************************************************

Presidents’ Procession
DoubleTree by Hilton, Bay City MI
May 5 - 7, 2017
Chapter:____________________________________
Location of Chapter:(Geographically)
___________________________________________
President or Co-presidents Names:*
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
Indicate if you are a substitute _________________
____Check here if no one is representing the Chapter
*If needed, include name pronunciation help.

State Convention Registration - Bay City
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State Convention DoubleTree Hilton, Bay City, MI
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State Convention Sessions – Bay City
Tentative Sessions
May 5, 2017
Friday Night Pre-Convention
6:45 PM – 7:45 PM

Michigan's Mastodons: An Ice Age
Experience

Corrine
Bloomfield,
Director of the Bay
County
Historical
Society, will be the
presenter.
Conference
participants
for this
session will learn about Michigan’s Ice
Age habitat. Remains of both mammoths
and mastodons have been found in Bay
County and tell an interesting story of our
geological past. Many of the resources
that were important to these giant animals
were also important to the first pioneers in
our area. She will highlight portions of
their school program during her
presentation by sharing a story about a
mastodon, studying mammoth and
mastodon teeth and creating a ‘toothy’
take home project for your classroom.

Purposeful Practices for the Love of
Learners Tracy Horodyski, Michigan
Teacher of the Year
Let’s intentionally “Engage, Encourage,
Equip and Empower” all learners as the State
theme of the DKG
International reminds us
to do. Self directed,
lifelong learners who are
compassionate and seek
to add value to the
greater good are not
created by accident.
How might we develop them on purpose?
Join Tracy Horodyski as she teaches us how
to develop teaching strategies to ensure your
students become lifelong learners with a
never-ending desire to seek knowledge.
*1 SCECH

and will share cutting edge techniques that
work successfully with young adults.
*1 SCECH
Writing Your Biography and its Many
Uses, Delores DiGiacomo, Mu, Necrology
Committee and members
How often have you needed a
biography for yourself or a
chapter member, that you
could access quickly, and
could not find anything. We
may have a member who has
made the paper for a
wonderful accomplishment, or
we may need it for someone who is being
honored as Woman of Distinction, and we
want to keep it a secret. At times we want
to look up information on a member, or we
might be doing Secret Pals and want to know
their preferences. Sadly, many times when a
member passes away we want to honor them,
and we do not always have the information
we need to send a memorial to the Necrology
Committee. We do not want to call the
family at this time. You might be asked to
submit a biography for committees or an
elected position. What if you had one on
hand already completed for your chapter and
for yourself? Come and learn how easy it is
to write a brief biography with Delores
DiGiacomo and her committee.

Pollinators, Plants and People, Corrine
Bloomfield, Director of Bay County
Historical Society
Did you know that almost 1,000 plants we
rely on worldwide for food, beverages,
medicines and spices require pollinators?
Conference participants will ‘meet’ Myra
Parsons, a local pioneer woman who is
known to us through the fifteen years of
diaries she kept while
‘Living in the backwoods
of Michigan’. As one of
May 6, 2017
BREAKOUT SESSIONS II
the area’s first bee keepers,
Saturday Convention Sessions
11:55 AM- 12:55 PM
Myra’s experiences help us
to understand the balance
*1 SCECH.
between pollinating insects and their natural Legislation and How it Affects Us All,
environment. Just like we do for students, Judy Foster, Upsilon and Lynn Mason,
GENERAL SESSION
Sigma,
we will address such themes as the life
8:50 AM- 10:20 AM
Be in the know! Find
cycles of bees and flowering plants.
Grand Ballroom Salon C & D
out what is happening
Participants will understand how these living
in state politics today.
Keynote Speaker: Tracy Horodyski- organisms rely on each other to survive and
This
session
will
how
to
act
responsibly
with
the
environment
Michigan 2017 Teacher of the Year,
include the latest on
A Call to Teach: A Learning Journey to help. * 1 SCECH
legislation dealing with
to Celebrate” Feeling Palanca
children,
education,
Leadership,
Enrich,
women and retirees,
overwhelmed and burnt Encourage, Empower, Lisa Palanca,
out in your teaching Gamma Theta, CEO of Palanca and how those bills will impact education
in our state. The Alpha Iota State
career? Getting frustrated Leadership,
Committee,
with
cowith all of the tasks being Cell phones, social media, over-involvement, Legislative
chairpersons, Judy Foster and MEAR State
added to the plate every lack of family interactions, are robbing our President and Lynn Mason, recent
day? Already retired, yet young people of the ability to stand up for candidate for the Michigan State
finding it hard to believe what path your themselves, problem solve, carry on an Legislature, will share with you what you
interesting conversation, and can do to become involved and make your
career seems to have taken as you read the
act from a foundation of voice heard. This will be a thoughtnews and talk to former colleagues? Join
integrity. Sound familiar?
provoking and educational presentation
Tracy Horodyski, Michigan Teacher of the
Palanca Leadership is a with practical information on the
Year, as she shows us how remembering
nonprofit
organization legislative process and democracy in
our “why” can help us remain focused on
designed
to
equip
its action. The processes and details learned
the hope and belief we have in the lives of participants with the tools to face these will be of interest to us all and can be used
young people and what drew us to the modern day challenges. Whether you are a in social studies classroom presentations
teaching profession in the beginning.
teacher, a mentor, or a student, this session and discussions. This pertains to content
will give you an idea of what can be standards for Civics: teaching students
*1 SCECH
accomplished when we examine the root of about governmental authority, how citizens
can impact governmental decisions and
these problems with students.
how government will protect political and
Lisa
Palanca,
a
retired
teacher,
will
lead
you
BREAKOUT SESSIONS I
through some of the key areas that are economic freedoms of citizens.*1 SCECH
10:45 AM- 11:45 AM
touched in a Palanca Leadership Workshop
Continued on the next page
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State Convention Sessions – Bay City
Women’s
Empowerment,
Carrie
Hessler-Radalet, Director of Peace
Corps
Join Peace Corps Director
Carrie Hessler-Radelet as she
leads a discussion about the
challenges and opportunities
in girls’ education and
empowerment globally. She
will share statistics related to
the scope of the problem, discuss common
barriers to girls’ education and the benefits
for the girls, their families, communities, and
nations when they are empowered to achieve
an education and pursue their dreams. Join
in discussing specific U.S. government
programs aimed at lifting the lives of girls
and their communities.
Learn about
successes in the Let Girls Learn program,
and highlights of a few specific Peace Corps
Volunteer interventions that have proven
especially impactful. Learn specific ways in
Impact of Generations on Organizations, which teachers can engage their classrooms
Dr. Carolyn Rants, Former DKG in activities to promote an awareness of the
need
for
girls’
education
and
International President
Put the Silent Generation, empowerment.*1 SCECH
Baby Boomers, Generation X
and Millennials all together in “Flunking Retirement,” Dr. Janet M.
the same organization and Burns, Gamma Theta
you are sure to have clashes Are you thinking of retirement? You may be
over many ideas such as thinking that you would like
rewards,
language
and a life of leisure, to get up late
etiquette, career goals, the workplace and in the morning, to do what
diversity. How do you pull all of these you want to do when you
generations together to work seamlessly as a wanted, travel, start/restart a
successful organization? Join Dr. Carolyn hobby, or something else. In this session,
Rants as she shows us ways to help attendees you will delight in the career paths Dr. Janet
analyze and help their schools and member M. Burns discovered after she retired from
organizations move forward into the future. over 30 years of education. Some say she
“flunked retirement.”
She says that
*1 SCECH
retirement can be the beginning of new
Bylaws & Standing Rules: What Shape adventures, new joys, and greater successes-how you spend it is up to you!
Are Yours In? Dr. Barbara Souvè,
Omega
Water
Walkers,
Author,
Carol
Do you cringe when the
State Committee says that
Trembath, Beta Chi
this is the year when your
Water Walkers, by author Carol Trembath, is
Bylaws and Standing Rules
the story of an Ojibway girl named Mai. Her
are going to be audited? No
family
members
are
need to be anxious. Even
walking
around
Lake
though it sounds official,
Superior to raise awareness
our state bylaws declare that our chapters
about the harm being done
have to be audited every six years. We are
to the Great Lakes. This
now on an alphabetical rotation list, so come
book is a timely tale about
and find out what has to be done to get your
how Native People are
chapter bylaws in great shape for your audit.
working to safeguard the
We do not bite, and it can even be fun! We
waters of the Great Lakes.
promise!
The story emphasizes how young people can
make a difference through their efforts to
LUNCHTIME: 1:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m. recycle and protect the water. Water
Walkers is a tribute to the many Native
women and men who have dedicated
BREAKOUT SESSIONS III
themselves to protecting one of our greatest
2:00 PM- 3:00 PM
natural resources-water. *1 SCECH
Enrich and Extend Your Curriculum
through Music K-8, Dr. Pamela
Chappell, Gamma Theta
Music Teachers will often tell
you that when you teach music,
you teach every subject ever
taught, such as math, history,
foreign
language,
science,
reading, art, poetry, physical
education and many more.
There have been studies that prove that
students who read, sing and play instruments
have higher functioning IQ’s than those who
do not have the opportunities to indulge in
the arts. Join Pamela as she shares what
music researchers have found about
correlations between music and some of the
deepest workings of the human brain, and
then teaches you songs to help you bring to
life Social Studies, Science and Language
Arts, as well as songs that help build
community in the classroom. *1 SCECH

How to Get Your Creativity Recognized
in the DKG International Fine Arts
Gallery, Kathleen Rodak, Zeta
Are you creative? Does your creativity
produce results like art pieces, glass works,
fabric art, music,
sculpture? If they
do, then the DKG
Fine Arts Gallery
is looking for you!
This past year,
Alpha Iota State
MorningShadows, Kath- had five members
leen PhelpsRuche, Beta who were honored
Omega Chapter
by having their art
shown in the Gallery. Come and join
Kathleen Rodak, one of those artists and our
Michigan liaison, as she shares with you how
you can become one of those artists by
entering your work. Meet some of the artists
who were showcased in the Gallery and find
out what kinds of works are accepted by the
Gallery.
Information on the Michigan
Women-in-the-Arts Retreat will also be
shared.

BREAKOUT SESSIONS IV
3:10 PM-4:10 PM
Rosebud Chorus Rehearsal, with Diane
Schull, Beta Rho
If you plan on singing in the
Rosebud Chorus for the
Convention, please email me
@ dddshul@aol.com so I can
send
you
the
music
electronically. If you are not
computer savvy, simply call
me @ 419-882-6825 or jot a note to me @
Diane Shull 7069 Convent Blvd. Sylvania,
OH 43560. I’ll make sure you receive
everything that you need. You will prepare
individually ahead of time at home, and then
rehearse together during this time in order to
perform at the Presidents’ Banquet on
Saturday evening. *1 SCECH
Women and Men Just Aren’t the Same,
Dr. Janet M. Burns, Gamma Theta
Women and men just aren’t the same,
particularly when it comes to their health.
Do you know what conditions pose the
biggest threat to your
health?
You may be
surprised. The first step to
staying healthy is knowing
what you’re up against and
then taking the necessary
precautions to reduce your
risk. The good news is that many of the
leading threats to women’s health, which can
vary based on a woman’s age and
background, are preventable. Please join Dr.
Janet M. Burns, PA-C, in this session and
find out which conditions to be aware of to
maximize your health today. *1 SCECH
Continued on the next page
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Sessions Continued

International Travel

Once Upon a Time…Storybook Leadership, Jackie Smart & Esther Loskowske,
Gamma Alpha,
Being a leader is a complex task,
but defining elements of great
leadership can be surprisingly
simple. . As former elementary
teachers, Jackie Smart & Esther
Loskowske, Gamma Alpha, have read thousands of children’s books. They noticed some
striking parallels between the lessons of many
of their favorite stories and the characteristics
of good leaders. This fun and interactive workshop will highlight the various elements of
leadership using children’s literature. Get inspiration for a new way to use this element in your
classroom! *1 SCECH

Travel with DKG: It’s a Win-Win!

How to Commit Your Chapter’s Finest
Moments to the History Books & the Easiest Way to Store Them, Liz Van Westenburg, Gamma Gamma, Kay Tebo, Gamma Eta, Julie Kowalski, Alpha Xi
Are you storing reams of paperwork at your
home that belong to your Chapter? Do you
know if they are of any historical value or are
they just that, paper? Join Liz VanWestenburg
and Kay Tebo, History Committee, as they
explain the important things that you need to
hold onto for your chapter and how you can get
rid of the “paper” by storing them electronically. Listen to other options from Julie Kowalski
of the Historical Documents Committee on how
and where you can store documents that are
valuable to your chapter so that they do not
become lost in time as they travel from home to
home.

Chapter News

Everyone raves about traveling with DKG members and now it’s your turn!
Join DKG in its tour of Lisbon, Portugal prior to visiting Seville, Cordoba,
Madrid, San Sebastian, Burgos, Bilbao and other parts of The Basque
Country in Spain. Traveling with DKG
affords a benefit to members who like to
share experiences with friends and
receive first class service. Go Ahead
Tours is partnering with DKG and its
international
Non-dues
Revenue
Committee. A percentage of the earnings
from the tour
are returned
to DKG. So, it is a win-win for members and
for DKG itself.
Board your overnight flight on Friday June 2,
2017 and arrive in Lisbon, Portugal to be
welcomed by your tour director and fellow
travelers. You will depart from Spain on
Wednesday, June 14, 2017 for home. You may
book your own air fare or Go Ahead Tours will
book it for you.
The price is great for 11 nights in handpicked hotels, breakfast daily, 5 three
-course dinners with beer or wine, one olive oil tasting at an olive farm and
one wine tasting, guided sightseeing, select entrance fees included, private
deluxe motor coach and multilingual tour director plus other optional
excursions. Outstanding DKG camaraderie, excellent sights such as
cathedrals, monasteries, museums, castles, the Chapel of Bones, Royal
Alcazar, once home to King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella; mosques,
public baths, Flamenco shows, the Mezquita, a UNESCO World Heritage
site, and more can be yours if you call 1 800 438 7672 and book today!
To view a daily itinerary visit, portugalandspaindkg.grouptoursite.com. You
may also contact Dr. Beverly Helms, DKG Ambassador, at 850 547 3220,
or bevhelms@embarqmail.com for additional information.
Submitted by Liz VanWestenburg, International Non-Dues Revenue Committee Member

Alpha Mu Chapter initiated three new members at their chapter
dinner meeting. From left: Elaine Christensen, First Vice
President; Sandra Tenkel, President; new initiates Jacqueline
Shelson, Alexa McConaghy, Dorothy Heitjan and Kim Truza,
Membership Chairman. The new DKG Recruitment Plan was
used for the first time by Alpha Mu Chapter.
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Judy Nixon, President of Upsilon Chapter, on the left,
presented D’Lynn Smith with a grant of $500.00 at their
recent meeting. D’Lynn is a member of Upsilon and
started her own full-time preschool, Acres of Play, this
year. Her school emphasizes outdoor discovery and child
led play. She has a website, http://missdlynn.com, where
more information is available.
We also awarded a $500.00 Early Career Teacher Grant to
Alyssa Boike, a Charlotte high school math teacher.

Chapter News
Alpha Xi Hosts Northern Lights
Coordinating Council
Alpha Xi Chapter of Delta Kappa
Gamma hosted an autumn luncheon
of the Northern Lights Coordinating
Council. The meeting was held at
B.J.’s Restaurant in Gaylord with
sixteen Alpha Xi members in
attendance.
They were joined by
eleven other chapter members from
Bellaire,
Cheboygan,
Frankfort,
Harbor Springs, Petoskey, and
Traverse City.
Julie Kowalski introduced Chapter
presidents and each shared projects
and activities of their chapter. Eight
members of Alpha Xi celebrating
October birthdays furnished beautiful
themed baskets which were given to
winners of the Chinese auction.
After a brief business meeting, Meg
Devers and Lisa Rhea held a ‘Make
and Take’ activity where members
made three greeting cards. Special
attendee was Liz VanWestenburg,
State Immediate Past President.

Gamma Theta Chapter Welcomes New Initiates

Chapter Presents Life Time Service Awards

Beta Omicron, at their fall meeting, celebrated and
Pamela Chappell, chapter president, is welcoming new Gamma honored, members L to R: Jean Balgoyne, Dr. Mary
Theta members, L to R: Lisa Kincaid, Lisa Palanca, Dottie Myers – Jane Dockeray, Ella May Evans, Marilyn Galer,
Hill, and Gail Paterson Gladney.
Loretta Miles, and Mary Tracey.

Happenings with Beta Rho Chapter
Beta Rho sisters have been busy and productive. We learned so much about an inclusive playground and the opportunities
it provides for all children. We felt like kids as we followed Sandy Wuwert on a tour of the equipment, and learned about the
opportunities each piece provides. Members also enjoyed a potluck lunch at the Douglas Road Elementary CP Swagger
Playground facilities.
The next month we gathered at the Old Mill in Dundee. The meeting began with a new member initiation ceremony and
(Middle Picture) Dr. Jeanine Jechura, Sherry Locke, and Tina Heilman were welcomed. Randi Kominek led an informative
tour of the Old Mill Museum.
Beta Rho sisters gathered at Christ Lutheran Church in Monroe, in October. Viola Everett gave us an introduction to Tai
Chi. This ancient Chinese exercise/art has proven to relieve stress, strengthen muscles and improve balance.
Seven Beta Rho members attended the State Fall Conference in Livonia, and seven members pictured here: Front Row,
Margaret Meehan, Susan Helser, Susan Fleming; Back row: Diane Shull, Sharon Throm, Charlotte Woelmer and Kathy
Heatherly attended the Cascades Coordinating Council in Jackson.
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Chapter News

Beta Tau Chapter Present Awards
Gail Nartker, pictured in the middle, the director of the Sandusky District Library, accepts the Friend of Education Award
from Judy Albrecht, Beta Tau Vice President, and Linda Spencer President. In the second picture, Jill Brown librarian, at
Deckerville Public Library, is presented the Friend of Education award by Linda Spencer. Both of these women have
provided activities and projects that involve children in reading.
Lastly, Marilyn Trainor receives the Beta Tau’s “Woman of Distinction Award”. She has been Chapter Secretary for many
years and helped with chapter projects and activities. At the State level, Marilyn has attended several conventions and
conferences.
Alpha and Zeta Chapters Host a Holiday Brunch
It was a festive and fun occasion with delicious food, a large
auction for their purposes, and delightful fellowship with
participants competing in “Olympic Games”.
Dr Dorothy
Sample, Alpha Iota State President and Marilyn Hopkins,
Visitation Chair represented Alpha Iota State.
Pictured below Zeta President, Linda Pastucha, Dr. Sample and
Eileen Rodak (Zeta), former state president. Next, Alice André,
Alpha President, welcomed the group which included members
from Gamma Alpha, Beta Beta, Mu and Nu. Then, Table 1, USA,
Winner of the “Olympic Games”: Elizabeth Cooper, Eileen
Rodak, Linda Pastucha, Gloria Fisher (Nu), Evelyn Nash, Dr.
Sample, Marilyn Hopkins (Mu), Thelma McCrary (a 53 year
member of Zeta), are shown with their gold medals and gifts.

Mu Chapter Celebrates a Birthday
Mu Chapter, Flint Area, celebrated its 72nd Birthday by
initiating two new members, celebrating the life of a
recently deceased member with a White Rose
Ceremony, giving gifts for Angel Tree and to Secret
Sisters, and by hearing the bell and chime Choir.

New Initiate Jennifer
Purman and Dr.
Sample

Laura Perkins and
new initiate Juliann
Pumphrey.

Kathy Bell
Hostess Chair ,of
the 72nd Mu
Birthday
Celebration
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State Fall Conference Highlights
STOP NOW
“Fighting Human Trafficking” in Southeast Michigan was the theme for the Reverend
Carrie Wood of the ‘Pearls of Great Price’ Coalition in her keynote presentation at the
final program/luncheon at the 2016 DKG Fall Conference in Livonia, Michigan.
In her detailed presentation, Wood sought to have us focus through awareness,
education, and action. She gave attendees the “Six Red Flags of Human Trafficking”
in our state since a trafficker approaches a child every forty-eight hours. She listed the
red flags for teachers and parents as a way of stopping this nation-wide crime against
children and others in our country.
WHO - Everyone is impacked by trafficking
WHAT - Labor and Sex Trafficking
WHERE - Your town, city, or neighborhood
WHEN - Anytime, everyday
WHY - Greed, Power, Devaluing of Individuals
HOW - Slavery, force, threats of the victims - males, females, boys, girls
She helped us learn about sex trafficking in our state by giving examples and shared
what is being done to thwart it. Her challenge to us was to be observant and move to
action.
Submitted by Marilyn Hopkins, Mu, Presider

Niji-Iro-Rainbow Colors
Karen Young is the principal of Niji-Iron Japanese Immersion K-5
Elementary School. It is a magnet school in the Livonia Public School
District. There are 206 students; half speak Japanese and half are English
speaking from Livonia and the surrounding area. All the students attend
all classes in both Japanese and English, taught by Japanese and English
speaking teachers. Collaboration of students is a natural part of the
learning process.
When the school opened, the students were asked to suggest names for the
school. When they voted, they chose Niji-Iro or Rainbow Colors. The
school’s logo contain six cranes of different colors and sizes to represent
the grade levels. It is expected that when the students finish elementary
school, they will be able converse and read a newspaper in both English and Japanese.
Karen Young was an excellent presenter. She shared copies of the textbooks used in the classrooms, explained how
the curriculum follows both Michigan's Common Core Standards and Japanese Standards. By her knowledge and
enthusiasm, you could tell she really enjoyed being the principal of this unique school. The concept of immersion in
education has great possibilities for the future.
Submitted by Esther Loskowske, Gamma Alpha, Presider

Brainstorm: A Workout for the Mind
Donna McDonald and Cheryl Deep, staff members of the Wayne State University Institute
of Gerontology, shared their unique programming for seniors, caregivers and professionals.
We learned that 50,000 thoughts a day are processed by 100 billion neurons. Although it is
natural with age to slow down our thinking speed, our vocabulary does stay safely stored.
However, research today shows that brain neurons can be regenerated.
Aerobic exercises plus exercise and stimulation for our senses is key to a healthy brain.
They interacted with us by having us make paper airplanes, write our names backwards in
mirror form with our non-dominant hand, and only doing the opposite of what “Simon says”. When it comes to brain
health, games bolster brain cells, socializing slows aging, and brain wrinkles are a good thing.
“We do know that people who maintain healthy levels of blood sugar and normal blood pressure, make moderate
exercise part of their life, are socially engaged, and do not experience high levels of stress and depression are less
likely to develop significant cognitive difficulties as they age”, according to our “Brain Storm” experts.

Submitted by Kay Ostrom, Alpha Kappa, Presider
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Women in the Arts Highlights

W

omen in the Arts weekend was full of fun, food, crafts, and entertainment October 14-16, 2016. Thirty-seven
members created from sun-up to sun-down. Instructors showed how to make a beautiful beaded bracelet, turn a
necktie into an evening bag, decorate a personalized banner, decoupage on glass plates and on artiﬁcial pumpkins.
Some attendees decorated cigar boxes with paint, paper, and jewels. Others tried woodturning and painting on wood.
Some made lace snowﬂake ornaments. There was a collage card making session and styrofoam balls made into gold table
decorations. There was even a table full of pot pourri (materials to make and do with as you choose). Meal time gave
everyone a chance to rest and share their progress on activities. Since meals are included there is no time wasted on
cooking and cleanup. Saturday evening the Mod Podge and scissors were put away and the dulcimers and bells came out.
There was a play along, sing along, and skits by the ﬁreside. Later there was time for games, snacks, and ﬁnishing up a
ﬁnal project. If you had to miss the event this year plan on coming to Higgins Lake to the Ralph MacMullan Conference
Center October 20-22, 2017, when we do it all again with new crafts but the same fun. Plan on it.
Submitted by Claire Rettenmund, Alpha Omega, Women in the Arts Co chair

Displayed are some of the completed projects, L to R: Glass plate with cloth back,
Christmas banner, luminary cards, decoupaged pumpkins, ties made into a neck
purse ; luminary snowmen made with glass jars, cigar box recycled for trinkets.
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Membership
A Special Welcome
to Alpha Iota State Initiates
Gamma
Brianna C Crall
Laura K Wilson
Ashley S York
Mu
Jennifer N Purman
Juliann C Pumphrey
Sigma
Nancy L Jerry
Omega
Kristin Cairo*
Alpha Eta
Karen D Riegle
Brenda S Alcaraz*
Alpha Rho
Deborah Laura Young*
Beta Omicron
Marcia Powell*
Rita A Traynor*
Beta Rho
Jeanine Jechura
Martina Heilman
Sherry Locke
Beta Sigma
Jackie D Duple

Beta Tau
Kathy Grieve
Lisa K Seiler
Beta Chi
Lillian B Shallal
Amy Mardigian Hecht
Beta Omega
Sue Caro Hutchinson
Wendy Laser
Rebecca L Smith
Gamma Alpha
Sarah Elsesser
Marcia Wiss Scarr*
Gamma Gamma
Rose Portelli
Gamma Eta
Joan E Kelley
Gamma Theta
Lisa k Kincaid
Connie J Knapp
Dorothea L Myers-Hill
Lisa Palanca
Gail L Patterson-Gladney

In Honor
of
or in Remembrance
of our beloved chapter and state
Society members, chapters and
individual
members
can
give
memorials and gifts to the following
Michigan Alpha Iota State Funds:
 Kathy

Cashen NE Regional Fund
 Katherine Keeling Professional
Development Fund
 Jane Goudreault Memorial Grant Fund
 Betsey Cooper Leadership
Development Fund
 President’s International Convention
Fund
 International Educational Foundation
 Member Supporting Member Fund
Alpha Omega, Gamma Alpha,
and Gamma Zeta Chapters
Contributed Funds in 2017
*Contributions should be sent to:
State Treasurer, Loretta Miles
(see contact information on page 2)

* Reinstated

Chapter Presidents and
Membership Chairs
It is very important that the chapters send Form 6
immediately following the death of a chapter member.
No information can be shared in The Wolverine until
this form is received.
There are many members whose
deaths are observed in chapter
newsletters but the editor cannot list
them in The Wolverine until Form 6
is sent by the chapter to:
Delores Di Giamoco (Mu)
5024 Territorial Rd
Grand Blanc, MI 48439
dejack@yahoo.com

Vera M. Bruce – Upsilon Chapter
A farm girl from Auburn, Indiana, Vera Bruce attended
Western Michigan University where she earned a
Bachelor’s degree in 1941. Bruce went on to earn her
Master’s degree in School administration and
Curriculum from Michigan State University.
During her thirty-nine years as an educator, Bruce spent
eleven years in the classroom, twelve years as an
Elementary Principal, and fifteen years as Director of
Instruction for Charlotte Public Schools where she held
the distinction of being the first female administrator.
Despite her varied educational responsibilities, she was
a community activist. She was a member of Eaton
County chapter of the Michigan Association of Retired
School Personnel, the ABWA Charlotte, the Duck Lake
& Charlotte Country Clubs, the Charlotte Performing
Arts Center, and was instrumental in forming the Eaton
Area Senior Center where she served as the first
director.
July 31, 1923 – May 28, 2015
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Membership
White Roses in Memoriam
Betty Jean Biggs – Upsilon Chapter

Jean Eagleson, Beta Omicron Chapter Continued

Upsilon Chapter President from 1990 to 1992, Betty Jean
Biggs, who had been initiated in 1984, was also honored
as Upsilon Chapter Woman of Distinction. Biggs had
been a Charlotte Public School teacher and a resident of
Charlotte since 1965, having been born in Halstead,
Kansas. Memorial services for Betty were held in both
Charlotte, Michigan and in Whitewater, Kansas.
March 12, 1923 – June 12, 2015

Chapter’s President, Vice President, and Membership
Chair. Having joined Beta Omicron in 2013 when Psi
disbanded, Eagleson was a willing helper with many
projects and programs.

Norma Jean Demorest – Alpha Alpha Chapter
Born In Flint, Michigan, in 1932, Norma Jean Demorest
became a member of Alpha Alpha in 1970. During her
years with Alpha Alpha, Demorest served as Second Vice
President, Finance Chair, and on the Communication,
Nominations, and Publication Committees. She served as
President of Alpha Alpha in the 1978-1980 biennium.
Demorest began her teaching career at Hiawatha School
in Mt. Vernon, Ohio, after earning her Bachelor of Arts
Degree from Central Michigan University. At Hiawatha,
five other teachers joined Norma completing the entire
school’s faculty. She later returned to the Flint area,
teaching fourth grade at Elm’s Road Elementary in
Swartz Creek, Michigan. After completing her MA at
Michigan State University, Demorest also taught middle
school science in the Swartz Creek Public Schools before
retiring to live in Howard, Ohio and wintering in Florida
with friends Reva Robertson and Cleta Kidwell.
July 4, 1932 – October 21, 2015

Jean B. Eagleson – Beta Omicron Chapter
A dedicated elementary school teacher who taught in the
Fredrick County Public Schools in Maryland for 30
years, Jean Eagleson was one who, according to a student,
left “her impact on the students with whom she was
associated. “She was a friend to all, master teacher
accepting and non-judgmental to all individuals.,” The
writer went on to say, “The world is a better place because
of Jean Eagleson.”
After her retirement, Eagleson continued to substitute
teach for an additional 5 years. She also taught Head Start
summer sessions from 1966-1968, an early childhood
educational
program for
low-income
families.
Throughout her career, Jean mentored 12 student teachers
from Hood College, served as a Demonstration Teacher
for Hood College, and served as a coach for the “Odyssey
of the Mind” program.
Eagleson was a member of Kappa Kappa Iota National
Teacher’s Sorority and a Delta Kappa Gamma Society
International charter member of Psi Chapter. She was
initiated in 1972 in Fredrick, MD. Jean transferred to Psi
Chapter in Michigan in October of 2004 and served as Psi
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May 28, 1934 – April 29, 2016

Dr. Sophie R. Skoney – Zeta Chapter
After graduating with a bachelor’s degree from the
University of Detroit’s College of Arts and Science,
Sophie Skoney went on to earn a teaching certificate as
well as masters and doctoral degrees from Wayne State
University’s College of Education. Employed by the
Detroit Public Schools from 1952 to 2000, Dr. Sophie R.
Skoney was revered as a special reading teacher and as a
school administrator.
She was known for her
commitment, dedication, and outstanding contributions,
touching the lives of both students and staff in a positive
way. Dr. Skoney was admired for her integrity and
unselfish willingness to give time and assistance to both
students and staff, and Skoney was equally active in her
community.
Following her graduation from the College of Education
of WSU in 1972, she quickly became an active member
of the Wayne State University Alumni Association,
serving as President from 1979 -1982. She was a
member of the Dean’s Advisory Board with the WSU
College of Education and served as a contributing editor
for the college’s alumni newsletter. She was a member
of Phi Delta Kappa Executive Board from 1981-2000,
serving as President from 1990-1991. A founding
member of the Professional Women’s Network from
1981-2000, Dr. Skoney served as President from 19851987. As a member of the Anthony Wayne Society at
WSU, Dr. Skoney was charged with grant procurement
and was able to assist Detroit Public School students and
staff while maintaining the highest level of integrity.
Past President of the Women’s Auxiliary to the Macomb
Dental Society and also Past President of the Women’s
Auxiliary to the Michigan Dental Association. Dr.
Skoney obviously “shared her brilliance” serving as a
“kind and generous person who put students ahead of
everything.”
A member of Zeta Chapter for 38 years, Sophie was
initiated in February of 1978. After her retirement from
education, she studied Education and Law at Harvard
University. She received the WSU Homer Strong Award
in 2008, and in 2014 a Wayne State University
scholarship was named in her honor because of her
generosity to the College of Education.
January 29, 1929 – June 11, 2016

Membership
White Roses in Memoriam
Shirley A. Camp-Murphy - Nu Chapter

Mary Leita Christian – Mu Chapter- Continued

A second-grade teacher for several years, Shirley A. CampMurphy had begun her teaching at one-room schoolhouses
in the Marshall area. Later ,she taught at Conley School
and retired from Gordon School in Marshall. She was so
compassionate and caring that these many years later a
student recalled learning “so much more than three ‘R’s” in
her classroom. In recent years, using modern social media,
she had reconnected with students from her early days at
Conley. In addition to her teaching in public schools,
Camp-Murphy also taught line-dancing classes. She
enjoyed dancing, traveling, reading, and golfing in several
events.
A graduate of Western Michigan University, CampMurphy had met and married her college sweetheart while
earning her bachelor’s degree. She joined Nu Chapter of
Delta Kappa Gamma in May of 1982. In Nu, she served a
vice president, secretary and on several committees.
Chapter members describe her as “an enthusiastic
participant in chapter activities who encouraged her chapter
sisters in their endeavors.”
May 27, 1932 – June 29, 2016

Following that tenure, she served two more years as
Mu’s Chapter President. As scholarship chair, she was
instrumental in the formation of both the State Wilma
Adams Fund and the Sharleen Gonzalez Scholarship for
the Flint Area Coordinating Council. She served as both
Legislative and Music Chair and most recently she
served as Parliamentarian.
Educated first at the University of Michigan, Christian
earned a five-year degree in Dental Hygiene while
serving her second year as president of her class. That
same year she married Earl Christian. Following her
degree she was employed by the Mott Foundation in
Flint, teaching K-12 students the importance of dental
hygiene. During that assignment, she also taught
kindergarten half-time at Cody School.
She spent the next ten years teaching first grade at
Cummings School in the Flint District; three times
looping with her first graders into second grade.
Christian was then asked to teach in the Academically
Talented Program at Walker School, an assignment she
held for ten years. She also served three years as
Facilitator between Walker and Doyle-Ryder full-time
gifted programs.
In addition to her five-year degree, Christian held a
Master’s Degree in Elementary Education, and an
additional 60 plus hours of graduate studies. While her
service to education has been phenomenal, she also
served for many years on the Keep Michigan Beautiful
Board and the For-Mar Nature Preserve Board, the First
Presbyterian Church Session and Benevolence
Committee and as a deacon, elder and as a staunch
supporter of the Junior League of Flint.
At her recent Lifetime Service Award, Christian said,
“The greatest benefit I have gained from being a Mu
Chapter member is the deep, abiding love and
friendships that I have been privileged to have
throughout my years.”
March 7, 1933 – October 7, 2016

Mary Leita Christian – Mu Chapter
A leader in local, state, and national
unions who achieved advances for all
teachers during the late 1960s and
70s, Mary Christian was the Vice
President of the Flint Education
Association in 1964-65 and the
President in 1965-1966. In June of
1966, Christian led the Flint
Education Association in the first
NEA teacher strike in the nation.
Because of her leadership, Flint was
the first school district to gain MEA
and NEA support for a strike. As a result, Christian
continued to work for the improvement of teachers’
working conditions throughout her career. She served for
eight years as MEA Vice President, and then President.
Holding these positions afforded Christian opportunities to
serve as a delegate to International Conferences of
educators in Berlin, Washington, D.C., Melbourne, Regina
(Saskatchewan), and Stockholm.
In addition to her work for teachers, Christian was the
Chairperson of the MEA Scholarship Committee, reading
1600 applications yearly. Then, in retirement, she served as
President of the Genesee-Lapeer Education Association for
eight years and as its President for three years.
In her local Mu Chapter, Christian served as First Vice
President for one year attending all chapter, inter-chapter,
and state functions in the absence of the President who was
establishing Mott Middle College. Following that tenure,
she served two years as Chapter President.

They lived and brought a bit
of beauty, love, and faith.
Now their lives will ever be
reflected in our hearts.
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Membership
White Roses in Memoriam
Linda Ann Carroll – Beta Omega Chapter

Diana Jean Torrey – Alpha Zeta Chapter

One of the founding members of the Beta Omega Chapter,
Linda Carroll, of Charlevoix, was initiated in April of 1978.
She become a reserve member who is remembered for her 29
year teaching career. At Petoskey Middle School she taught
and served on the district’s language arts committee, the
curriculum council committee, and as a reading consultant.
After her career in Petoskey, Carroll taught other teachers in
the Northern Michigan area through extension classes
sponsored by Central Michigan University. She held both a
bachelor’s degree and her master’s degree in teaching from
Central Michigan University. In order to assure that she
would be the best possible teacher for her students, she
continued taking continuing education classes.
During her retirement, Carroll remained active with a variety
of interests including serving the Methodist church, painting
in watercolor, crocheting afghans for newborns, and hunting
mushrooms.
January 10, 1948 – November 5, 2016

Diana Torrey is said to have been proud to earn her
Elementary Education Degree from Michigan State
University, and she used it to teach for many years at
Ruth N. Bacon and Kimball Elementary Schools. She
was known for her love of her students and her
dedication to them and to their families. She actively
supported her colleagues as Building Procedures
Chair, and by chairing district-wide school
improvement. Torrey chaired the Kimball School
literary magazine and the school science fair.
Joining Alpha Zeta in 2011, Torrey had already
contributed many hours to her chapter, working on the
fashion show, professional affairs, legislation, and
book wrapping. In addition to her work at Alpha Zeta,
she was a member of the McLaren Cornerstone Club.
July 15, 1946 – November 28, 2016

Nora Jefferson – Rho Chapter

Leona Palmer – Alpha Alpha Chapter
Leona Palmer received her bachelor’s degree from the
University of Michigan, Flint, and later, her master’s
degree from Oakland University. Palmer spent her
teaching career as a Special Education teacher at
Flint’s Northwestern High School.
She was an active member in good standing in Alpha
Alpha Chapter. Leona had served as the chapter’s
Parliamentarian. She was inducted into Alpha Alpha
in February of 1986. Known for her service to others,
in addition to her service to DKG, Leona was an active
member of AAUW, MEA, NEA, and the American
Legion Auxiliary. Friends describe her as a “kind,
warm, generous, and a gentle angel.”
September 20, 1928 – December 7, 2016

Nora Jefferson was a very active member of Rho Chapter and
certainly known as a community activist. For Rho chapter,
she served on the Legislative/US Forum Committee, a perfect
fit for the first black Benton Township Supervisor who had
served nearly 40 years on the Township Board. She stepped
down as Township Supervisor in February of 2015. She had
first been elected Township Trustee in 1976 and was reelected three more times before beginning her term as
Supervisor in 1991. Reelected in 1996 and 2012, she had
supported construction of a $19 million water plant and saw it
in operation. She was also a member of the township
Planning Commission and the Southwest Michigan Planning
Commission.
Initiated in 2003, Jefferson served on both the Technology
and Personal Growth and Services Committees for Rho.
In addition to her community service, she was known for her
Bequest of Delta Kappa Gamma Pins
contributions to education. She served as Executive Director
of the Community Parents Child Care Center, and was a In the event of my death, I respectively request that
retired Assistant Superintendent from Benton Harbor Area my family donate my Delta Kappa Gamma Pins
to:__________________________ Chapter or to the
Schools.
At the time of her retirement, she was serving as Assistant Michigan (Alpha Iota) State Organization
Superintendent of Human Resources, and Labor Relations.
She also served as Affirmative Action Officer, Summer Signed:
Youth Coordinator for the district, and for a time served as ________________________________________________
the Director of Career and Technical Education. She held
both her bachelor’s and master’s degrees from Western Date:
Michigan University. Despite this impressive professional ________________________________________________
career, Nora was said to have “cherished spending time with
Please cut this out or make a copy and place with
her family and many friends.”
your pins, so that your heirs will know
July 4, 1942 – November 10, 2016
what to do with them.
Honor a future member with your legacy.
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International News
Educational Foundation
Celebrating Years
Donations are 100% tax deductible for
U.S. citizens
Celebrate by Giving
 Give to the Educational Foundation to honor






your friends, your mentors, your chapter,
yourSELF.
Give to the Educational Foundation to memorialize your loved ones.
Give to the Educational Foundation to celebrate an achievement, to
recognize your champions.
Give a dollar for each year - just $52 for 52 years - and your name will
be cited on the DKG Educational Foundation website.
More information is available on the website.

Gallery of Fine Arts

The Arts and Humanities Jury is entrusted with the
organization and implementation of The DKG Gallery of Fine
Arts, an online publication and display of DKG members’ creative
works. The online Gallery includes: Literary Efforts, Two-and-Three
Dimensional Art, Performance Art, Photography, and Crafts.
Alpha Iota State has a lot of creative and talented members. Look at all
submissions online at dkg.org. Encourage chapter members to apply.
Check International website for submission dates and downloadable form.
Schools for Africa is a joint
campaign founded by UNICEF,
the Nelson Mandela Foundation,
and the Hamburg Society to
promote education for children in
Africa.
The campaign will
increase access to quality basic
education for children with special focus on girls, orphans
and vulnerable children.
UNICEF is working with
governments, local authorities, communities and other
partners.
What Your Money Can Do:







Build and rehabilitate 1,000 schools
Create schools that offer a safe and protective
environment where children can learn and play
Provide access to clean water and separate sanitation
facilities in schools
Supply exercise books, pens, proper furniture and
other school and sports materials
Train 100,000 teachers to provide children with
quality education and basic life skills
Educate children about proper hygiene and HIV
prevention as this knowledge is passed on to siblings,
parents, and the community-at-large

Need Money
For Professional
Development ?
Travel, hotel,
meals, substitutes,
conference/seminar expenses?

We have a deal for you!
Cornetet Professional
Development Awards
Available to members and
non-members
Up to $2,000
Three award cycles:
September 1, February 1, May 1
Go to: www.dkgef.org
1. Click on Apply
2. Click on Cornetet Professional
Development Individual
3. Click on Application to download

Supporting Early Educators
An International initiative and major focus for chapter
programs and projects this biennium has been Support for
Early Career Educators.
This is a second International project. The
efforts include but extend beyond mentoring
and provide help for new teachers to maintain
enthusiasm, inspire networking among new
teachers, reduce the feeling of isolation,
provide nurturing and support, enhance self
esteem and invite those with potential for distinctive service
to membership in DKG. Chapter reporting forms are
available online.

Visit www.schoolsforafrica.com or under UNICEF and see a
video and slide show.
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Society International
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Dates to Remember
February 15, 2017
Deadline for Spring Wolverine

Mission Statement
The Delta Kappa Gamma
Society International
promotes professional and personal
growth of women educators and
excellence in education.

Did you know that the first letters in

Delta Kappa Gamma are the first
letters in the Greek words for

Teacher, Key, and Women?

May 5-7, 2017
Alpha Iota State Convention
Executive Board and General Membership Meeting
DoubleTree by Hilton, Bay City-Riverfront, Bay City, MI
June 17, 2017
President’s Advisory Council Change-Over Meeting
Crowne Plaza Hotel, Lansing, MI
August 12, 2017
President’s Advisory Council Meeting
Crowne Plaza Hotel, Lansing, MI
October 6-7, 2017
Executive Board and Fall Conference
Crowne Plaza Hotel, Creyts Rd
Lansing, Michigan
October 20-22, 2017
Women in the Arts Retreat
Ralph MacMullan Center, Roscommon, MI
May 4-6, 2018
Alpha Iota State Convention
Executive Board and General Membership Meeting
Mariott Center Point Auburn Hills, Pontiac, MI

